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A RENTAL WFIROKS  (P1/7F2 BAD le 
TO THE we 


HONOURABLE 
Sir JOHN TRENCHARD | 


7 


Their  Majeſties Principal Se- 
cretary of State. And one 
of the Lords of their Majc- 

ſhes moſt Honourable Privy 

_ Comal ro HIEA 


Honour d Sir, | LS 
I am fo far from being Apprehen» 


five of the Cenſure of any think 
ing Man, for Dedicating a Book 


on, that I'mfatisfyed I ſhou'd have in- 
Jur'd your Merit in choofing any 0+ 


A 2 ther 


of this Nature to a Man of your Stat 


x 
£4 » La — and ai A IO rt  * te ll ea ee aa - | 
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" The  Epiſth Difeaay: 


.3 Ker {Patron for_Þ hatin which the ond "* | 
of the ENGLISH NATION is Th 
ome Degree defended: fur tho* I 4 
confeſs the States Man (according to 


on) chas; Jittle: todo [7 ; 
- [RG (courſes ; yet Im 
vey Hire tbe FRUE: ENGLISH MAN 


$9 Name I know you far more value) 


ty intereſt you in then); 
Patriogy... Zeal, ought . to, cx- 
Me. 7 ory, as welt : 


he It as Happy - | 
ms of kis Country, {o thac you' muſt 
ye! Gl d to ſheler with'your Pro- 
tection, a Piece that ainis}at a: Vindi- 
cation of our known RIGHT and 
HONOUR, which are impiouſly 1n- 
wvaded, and- as: weakly, as zgnobly be- 
tray'd to a... Foreign People; cby:a' big- 
Zotted 'Veneration'for! ar{oriner; Age. 
-But* Poetry, Sir, 'will. aPPrar.. from! ihe 
-ollowing: :Eſſays, to be ca Prizes 
-gught no more to ſurrender; Qt 
37 OF. "26 
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3 Na tions than our. Cache 
a Ir Greece and. Rome, | who haye” 
'q bn. us the nobleſt Examples of t 
'N atter, have been the moſt phat 
£2% Former... PE. as WEI, not 
* Inferior. to either -of: th 2O0Mmone 
$554 34 In. the he ue 
| Wiſdom of our Laws,, 1 T 
| hol ON yield them che preeeycnes 
1h Poetry. id 
\ .,; Nor is this Glory I ala for; a meer 
. Noitionary, PIES . which affords no 
| Benefit to the: Public; as, 18, Sy 
from its ,very. Nature and Deſign, 
well as the Authority . ot -rhe, W] 
Nations, who.haye Fliecm xd Mo 
very neceſſary, as well, : 12s very; Hp | 
"28 embers of ; the Conmen T2 
bh: Ihis: Athens, thought, 
{3 ; Enpolis. 1 In a Sea Fighs 
ſhe Jed .t] Jt, no. Poet ſhou'd f; or. SY 


Ay 


y \CYETs, NOUS humſelt, 


A 3 


The Fpiftle Dedicttory. | 
War, leaſt by one Fatal Blow, x 
Treafiire ſhould be loſt, an Age conf} 
not repair, for POETS were not born 

ay. 

ut this Veneration which Greece 
paid the Poets, is buikt on the innate 
Excellence of their Art. Pleaſure” is 
the Sovereign Aim of all Men, 'tis that 
which the Sow! naturally and juſtly 
deſires, and for which *tis made, and 
what the greateſt Stoic perſues 3 for 
Tis impoſſible for any Man to defire 
Pain, Now Poetry do's © not only 
make 'Plez ne ,. its Medinm bur its 
Aim, and s the {areſt Means 
to obtain the nobleſt End. Majeſtic 
and delightfal Numbers , farprizing 
and noble Thoughts, and Charming 
Expreſſions, oaths all the Faculties 
vk the Saul, to recewe the Mighty Leſ- 
the it imparts, which all terminate m 
e rttoſt Soli, and Rational 'P "on 


. Cert nt tt n= oy 
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The Epiſis Dedicavy, | 
For they oor. coat ſome. 1 
by 2 great Example, or by the bor 


rg By: Fs i ney i 


qus to gpr Hagpyneſs 3 Þ 


ment of xhich og the A pl 
Brunet Sel Ada, 15 

VJAYE the Uyeateſt I a 
ſting of 


Wer as. 

As a farther Proof of Poetry” $, be: 
ing 3 Friend to, and IA0re of- Vir: 
txe; and an Vice, *tis qbſcr 
jk chat all the "id. apd Men of 

Virtxe of Antiquity loy'd and £1 2g 
rag'd Poetry , and that the worſt of 
Princes, and 'greateſ] TYRANTS al- 
ways perſecuted, and hated the Poets, 
as thezr known and moſt dangerous E- 
nemies, for they wou'd ſpare no Vice | 
in the moſt powerful Offenders. Lucan 
fear'd not in the time of the. greateſt 
Tyrant of the Ceſars , to extoll Cato 

4 the 
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- Tho" epi Das | 
the” moſt®6b ſiindte*? Sticker” [for Ws 
Og by 4;gainſt the firſt of 


'em'; c coor rather t6Condemii- 
Feat 


FtHefacceſs .theGeſtroy- 
Ers' (OILY rr 'of. "Kome ter” with; 
thatt hof prarſe Cir ſit 'dyaii with his 
al. ountry. *'Prfirix* Canſa dijs 

Jacit” (&V, fs TOY *The' POETS 
Indeed have been th bold Perſtcurors 


_of Viee-itr v1 A o88'\ nd* have { ever re- 


warded Pirtne” IN 'Dremrortality: They 
are 'beieficial to Poſterity, by * conveying 
to it th - moſt prevatling Motives 
oy Exaitiples, ſo that ke that 1 1s 

encrous Patton of the MUSES, 1s 
a AB, nefaftor* to Ages to cornes as well 
as? to the Preſent. CLLR, 


TV & 


is a a certain” Tr t : For the very Mar 
tives 'for performing V ertuous Aﬀions, 
hold. for tne care. "of thoſe that make 
. them eterna), Vf. The good of Others. 
the 


ks, fend find... frm ? | — \ TER Py OO, "26 8; WERE 
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E he Epifle Dia, 
public” "Benefit, 'To-'which- Sie] 


wr. Ele Life and Endeayours ka 


- ving been zealouſly applyed, *T-cannot 
doubr but you will by your patronizing 


Poetry, compleat the nobleend. of your _ 


Hononrable ' Ambition. © Then: may Po- 
ſterity ſee in YOU, Sir, ſuch a patterri 
of Fortitude: Temperance; WW ſdon, Fats 
ſtice,” Bout y.; And- all 'other- Virtues 
that make a Man truly Great,that co- 


pyirig You alohe; wou 'd'make :&mall 


Happy and Good. 'Vm too unskiltul'a 
Dawber to dareto venture on drawing 
{on6blean Inge, as both” yourprivate 
and public; -Lite* cortipoſe,” Þcan"ne- 
ver reach upto thatGefierous Conſtan- 
cy'to your Friends'inthe midſt of your 
Siferings, which has to my knowledge 
rars'> ſome" to "Wealth, if-not\ Content, 


How can Tever hope to; pive'the leaft. 
Tded'6f your' preſent Charatter, when 


your Lovefor' [the Public Good tranſ- 


;Pores you - From private Repoſe to'Bu- 
| ſinels, 


The Epifie Ddicoay, 


Buſineſs, and the fatigugs of State, that 
more,than thoſe 5 War youknow, 
may ſhare in the Bleſlings of your Ad- 
minzſtration. 

An ungenerous Selt-intereſt, ſeparate 
from the Public Good, has we ob- 
ſerv'd to prevail over moſt Stgteſwen, 
which Al» the World put {uch a yaſt 


ditingion betwixt the Stateſmon and - 


the Patriot, as to make em jrreconci- 
leable ; but You, Sir,contradi& fo ge- 
peral an Qbſervation,ſince we all agree, 
that in you the Pgtriot and Stateſman 
ere eminently waited. Tour Soul is too 
Large, top Nobleto be wretchedly con- 
fin'd to fo narrow a Game, as the Chaſe 
of poder own private Heppineſs, with-/ 
egard tothe public; or rather you 
= oÞ True an Exoliſb-man, that you 
Knnot be Heppy, wales your Country 
be {o too and 1s not your own pri- 
vate Stoxes, but the Public that gives 
you Content ; for your Gopogdnels 15 


exalred 


—_— Ha . » 4 * ©. 0 . 
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The | Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 
exalted & near to Perie&ion, that it 
cannot but be communicative 3 we are{o 
ſenſible of this, that we weenimonſly 
with your "onde do Good, were as 
boundleſs, as we know your Will. We 
might then hope a long wiſh'd Union 
m thoſe Minds, whoſe Variance with 
cach other has ey a common Mis. 
ſery ; andtill that be cfle&ed, we have 
alaſs! bur little Hopes of any fettt'd 
Heppineſs, Bur what is worſt, there is 
| but (mall proſpe&t of thar, Gill Men 
have learn'd your Virtue, Sir, of ſacri 
ficing all privage Deſioxs and Int'e 
= el 11 Good. bs UN 
 Butl have unawaresfaln into a Con- 
remplation of your Virtues, which I 
dare not ue ; but as che Painter, 
who aft hetad given to the ſeveral 
Figures of his Pifture, the various forms 
aud expreflions of Grief, drew a Veil 
over = Father's Face, as unable to 
exprels his: So, Str, ought I, having gj- 


VER 


4Q 


The Epiſtle + Dedicaary. 


vena View. ot ſonte part-ofi your 


vits; toleave the reſt # the Iinagina 
ef\the Reader, better -infortm'd-by'y 
known :Reputation., T havefaid Kare 
to/mhake all Men admire, and love yy 2; 
that d6 not know:you;: -andit, muſt be: 
the Defedt of.,my / Abikties;. ifthey.ſtop: _ © 
 efi-this fide the higheſt andimoſt>Aw-, 
wal: Veneration. . ; Howevet' Ihave this. ©: 
Comfort, that Lhave raisd:the- firſt Py-. 

_ ramid ( tho' a very. poorone 0; your 
defect, to which greater Artiſts. will in 
time” build; up more Glorious Monu- 
ments, "hte you ſhalh declare your. 
ſelf, the Patron of the Poetic Glory of 
England, -as you; have been of Wis In- 
Ereſt. And theſeHopes' makes me pre- 
{umeto; Dedicate not: only-;this {mall 
Book rojo; :butalſo my. ſelf, and. all 
Is (78 of, Sir, {19.42 
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= : : 7 5 : Dy nd mef Obediens Serwants,. Fr. 
6; ' © CHARLES GILDON, 


| Ti $ no Man,l think Jonbts hs 


that 'tisVariety that compoſeathe 
Regale of the Mind, as well as that of 
| the Body, which her: made me_hawe a 
regard to that 3 zN the following Book; for 
Thave intermixt things Hiſtorical, Mo- 
ral, Amorous and Gallant, with, the | 
rougher Critichl Diſcourſes... Somrewi 1/4 
gratifie the Fancy, others theJudy ment, 
or at leaſt I deſig on d they hou, d. al 
not ſay much for that part of the ook 
which js none of mine, becauſe that 
£177 - 20. Defence ; : and. 7 cannot wirge 
#uch-for.the other, if. the Reaſons _ it 


contains. be Ns as as Hs «Tf ifica- 


bs. #:07. ers . 
RAS 
- -—m» 
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 3zon to 4 wid 


"The Preface. 
Ts the hurry of writing 1 forgot one 

very good Defence of a Pa age in the 

Othe 

mer, has loudly exclaint'd 


me to inſert in the Preface ; 'tis this, 


lo of Shakeſpear; which Mr. Ry- 


; aint, and 
which 2 Yer ygoodFriend of ming advir'd 


Awake what hoa! Brabancio, &#. 
At Rath is rapping your white Ewe. 


1" '@ hr. Rymct will have it, that rap 


at the Door wou'd better expreſs Jago's 


= Meaning, than af} that noiſe ; but -if 
* Mr, Rymer. vo#'d conſult the Reaſon 
© the thing he'll fund, that the noiſe * 


” 
. 


Roderigo and Jago made, contributed 

« very mach to their deſign of ſurpriz- 

© zo aud dei Brabantio , by 
Z 


to 4 nt Paſſzon. | 
I ant ſorry, that a Man of Mr. Rymer's 


m from Conſidera- | 


Learning ſhou'd be ſo bigotted to the An- _ 
tients, as to become an Enemy to the ] 
E C Honor | 


> IE 3, 


> Io 05% >] wi wv 
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3 - The Preface: - 

q ark Pp bis wh Conmnty te that thi 

' whlch'it pethaps the only we Gan 

3 noi exe al others in, vie. Poe 

. = You rnheng Willow, Ft 

newer be oft-Kro4 

#1,” Bili 1 2mm apt to thin oy: have by 

Bets vie one ti Poetry prin pes 

ad the the Tater once -ub 

þ =£ yet Weie ſhe "now i all hat 
lory, with all the Encouragements 
gave her Poets, ſhe wou'd confeſs ber it 
ſelf conquer'd in Poetry. 

For notwithflending all thoſe Encone 
ragements Poets met with there, and 
the want of 'em here in England, we 
bave the Honor to has more and bet- 

| ter Pects than ever Greece or Rome | 
ſaw. So that Poetry p. e a Tree, Tranſ- 
planted to a foreign Clime, grew not, 
with all their Care and Cultivation, ſo 

|  kindly,as bere without any. Poetry,being 

4 therefore our Native Right, I hope the 
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COLLECTION 
| Ktiectlageon _ 


+ .and Letters: 


pe EEE ITT =% 


— AC 


fo JOuN DRFDEN Bly 


' May rhe 1orh, 1693," 


Hops, Sr, you'l not meaſure my _Love and 
Value for-you by che Viſits T make. you, for 
© then'you wou'd extreamly 'injure me;; for 
| I cannot.be fo impudent with a Man tt have 
an _aweful Eſteem for, asto intrude too often into 
his Company, for I'm ſenſible I can in, no my 
fare attone or the toſs of that time, my. 

wou'd rob from your-better, Thoughts”; ind I 
rathef fatisfre r my ſelf with the expreffion. 'of my 


Zeal and Love. in abſence, than, at the expence 


bf my Friend, gretifie my own» gefire of his fre- 


QueEnt Conpany. Lur Fer , I confeb , this lorg. 
F-, default 


- 
- 
. ” 
% 
-- - 
- 
nad es — IR I Ala avoocorcc — — ——___—_——_ - 


(2) 


default of my Duty, can be excusd by nothing, 


but the unavoidable buſineſs about my Concerns 


-inthe Country , which has divorcd me as long * 


from, what I value-next you, my Books. 


Miſtake me not, Sir, I mean not my Scribling, - 


which Fm far _ from valuing , and only 
t 


comply with , by compelling Obligation 
that taughe the Parrot, ſaws XAIPE F S, 
have fo little of an Author, that I have not Arro- 
gance,. and want all Self-Efcem, which fome ev'n 


. as dull as my ſelf abound with beyond bearing 
and which is, indeed, like a Wife, tho' an El, 


yet ſuch a one that is neceſſary. For a Difidence 


| of one's ſelf in Writing, as well as. in Addrefles 


to'the Fair and the Greet, is ſeldom any advan- 
tage to a Man, at lealt in this Age, where the 
higheſt Impudence paſſes: for a handſom Aſſu- 
rance, and Noiſe and much Talk for Wit, and Re- 

arte: :; It diſpirits a Man, and as he cant pleaſe 
himſelf with, what he Writes, fo he very hardly 
can riſe. to the taſt of any that are not duller. 
But when I was forcd to this Curſe of Scribling, 
T furnjſh'd my felf with as much of a Szozc,, as I 
con'd, to fortifie my ſelf againſt publick Cenfure ; 


and in my own defence ſoon believ'd R-putarion 


but a him, ſince the Worſt had their Admirers, 
as well as the Beſt; at leaſt in our Age 3 nor cou'd 
I perſwade my ſelf that the next wou'd be one 
jt. better in' its Judgment. And to fay truth, 
there i5 nothing cau'd make tre have any tolera- 
ble Opinion of 'my ſelf, but the Lowe and Effeerm 
L have for youT whom (give me leave to contra- 


* dif! 


ww we Te 


WE Sand] 


(2) 


- di my ſelf,.and ſhew ſuch Arrogance) I do pre- 
' tend to yalue, as-much as any Man J 
. defie my greateſt Enemies .to do me Juſtice, and 


can-: and I 


contradit me by any word or difcourſe ev'n 


| where I had a Moral Certainty, you cou'd never 


hear of it agaiti, 


This, Sir, I urge, as 4 Praiſe of my ſelf; for 


- next to being a good Poet, 1s to know! how to 


yalue one ; the firſt has given ' Immortality, the 
latter ( when in a Mati of Quality ). gain'd it; 
Bur leſt the length of my Letter ſhou'd dog what 
I apprehendefrom my Viiſies I'll 


Gubſcribe.my ſelf, 
Your Friend and humble Servant 


Charles Giidon: - 


., Py —. 


To his " Ingenions Friend Mr. George 
Haacſon, in defence of Perſonal Re- 
fleSions. bg | : 


Londofl, May the 6th: 169 3 | 


OU tell me you have read Mr.——'s Book, 
- and are extreamly pleas'd with the Wit, and 
fine Sen/e of it” ; but that you cannot allow of his 


Perſonal Refletions. I wifh you had ſubjoyn'd | 


your Reaſon for your Opinion, becauſe 1 know 
Þ £ you 


_- Bat 


(4) 
you guide your ſelf extreamly by Reaſon in all 
things, and alſo becauſe you know I'm very fond 
of 'a Reaſon to ſtrengthen an Aſſertion that is 
dies i againſt one I do eſteem, as I do Mr. — 


ince you have not ſent. your Reaſon againſt 
him in this particular , I'll give you mine for 
him. 

Not to juſtifie him by the daily Example of 
other Authors, which wou'd be tedious, and to 
little purpoſe, the very Reaſon of the thing its 


 Felf (luppoſing all the Refle&ions Juſt and True) 


ſhou'd Vindicate his Practice in that particular. 
For if Men muſt not be told their Faults, they'l 
never mend 'em ;z and general Reflettions will never 
do the Buſineſs, becauſe the Deviliſh good Opis« 
nionev'ry Man bas ofhimſelf, furniſhes him with 
an Evaſion from the laſh of general CharaQers. 
AriFtophanes kept many of the Athenians in awe, 
and within moderate bounds by this means ; and 
ſo regulated the City better than the Philoſo- 
phers, with their empty -Sophiſms, or the Laws, 


with their blunted Edge. But after the Thirty 


FTyranis had put, down this Liberty with their 
Chorus, the Profitable was loſt in Comedy; and 
Menander cou'd do nothing but Delight. I know 
Horace ſays, That this Liberty deſerv'd a Curb , 
but that was, becauſe it deviated from Truth, and 
like other of the beſt Inſtitutions, was perverted 


by, Paſlion or Int'reſt to ſerve 2 turn. Satire a 
. mong. the Romans took this courſe yhere the Po- 


ets durſt: and Carullut, that was no Satiriſt, told 


Ceſar of his Vices, and that publickly- in Verſe; | 


yet 


BASS ao uwans we © knos cr w©Þdin..os cel cocoas,* to... g 


=p my ms by wy wy me 
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on 3: 


yet Czar had that Temperance to Careſs him, 
o he had committed his Infamy to: as Jorg a 


ife, as he, cou'd do his Noble: As. But if: the 
 Fops, Fools, and Scriblers of our Age, are over- 
run with Vices more. tronbleſom to the Public, 

\ than.Czſar's venereal Sallies, without his Mode- 
ration, and Modeſty, Muſt they go unmark'd 2? 
Muſt the Town be always peſter'd with their in- 
ſufferable Impertinences, becauſe, tho? they have 
been ridicul'd in general Chara@ers a Thouſand 
times, will. yet. by no means believe themſelves 
couch'd ? There. is no, Remedy for- theſe Public 
Grievances, 'but particular Refleions ; and. tho”, 


as you ſay, No Manis free from, Follies that: may 


be expogd,: yet they will be much diminiſh'd in 
them that have any ſence, by this means, or at 
leaſt be made les viſible ; and then *cis -not mach 
more pains to be Wiſe, than to play the fool with 
Secrefie, and one might as well thake hands:with 
Vice for good and al}, as to be: at the fatigue to 
Sin with diſcretion. "rj 
You wonder, you ſay, That Arifophanes had 
not his. Throat cut for the Perſonal Abuſes-ihe 
=. his Countrymen : But I muſt tell you, .That 
ice and Folly then, tho*. common enovgh, had 
not that lewd tye upon Mankind, as they? have 
now. A Fop ot. Knave, that was then expos'd, 


had all the Audience againſt him, and to redeem ' 


- his reputation, aſham,d of his Folly or Vice-re- 
form'd. Men came then from a Play full of as 
many good Reſolutions, as a very Penitgnt Sin- 


'ner from a ſenſible Pulpit Harangue of Death, . 


$2 and 


(6) 


ny gment, but now they come away no more 
e 


d, chan a hardned Uſurer from a Sermon | 


of the Revelations. The World's extreamly al- 
ter'd fince Ariftophanes his days. we cart endure 
to be thought guilty,of 'what we fondle and af 


refs; Nay, now to touch upon 'a Vice that' 


rown a Public-,Grievance , this Fop ; or that 
hore,that's hit, ſhall engage a wholeParty again(t 


you. 'To ex poſe a- Man by a particular, that's in- 


cortigible by af all general CharaRters, reforms him 
not; ' but makes him prepoſterouſly fonder of 
Vindicating his Error, 'than of mending iez and 
he had rather continue the Publick Feſt,” with the 
addicional Scandal of having committed new Fol- 
lies ini Defence of the Old, than come into the 
common rank of Mankind, and ceaſe to be fin- 
gular , and croubleſfomie. Men heretofore did 
with! their Follies, and Vices, as fome of our 
Modern Sparks do with their Miftreſſes, fondlz: 
them till they come to be known, but then turn 


'em off,” to avoid the Scandal of a _ Cully: 


But now Men are Wedded to *em, they take'em 
with Damn'd for better for worſe, till Deat doth them 


part ; and think themſelves, as much bound ro 


fight: a Man for expoſing them, as for attacquing 


:the' Honor of their Houſe, tho' in reality they 
,.are no more obligd to do fo, than a Man is to 
Vindicate the Honor of a Wife not only he 


hin, bur the whole Town know to be a 


[Whore , and hare contributed to the making 
-her " T- 


Aﬀer 


i 
| 
i - 
| 
| 
| 


ter all this; you'll ask me; - perhaps; if T ha 
"Ge ſhare of Follies and- Vices, that-1 am for 
falling fo foul upoxt thoſe of tiy Neighbours ? 
Why, *faith to deal ſincerely with you, 1 have 
abundantly 'more than my ſhare, which makes 
me the ſevererin my Obſervation of other Mens 
to keep my ſelf in Conntenance. But this advan- 
' tage I have made of it, I have leffen'd the inore- 
diblenumber, my Mind was over-run with, afd 
ſhafl endeavour to perſne the courſe tl Pve _ 
brought 'emy} within a mote” confcionable com- 
paſs, for I hever hope tq clear my ſelf entirely. 
'] dm; Sir, 
Tour Friend and Servant 
Char. Gildont. 


L—_—— 


— _— —_— 
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An Apology for Poetry; in an Eſſay dire- 
 Ged to Walter Moll Eſq, © 


JÞ* an: Age when eery ignoraht Scribler fets up 
A. for a Manof Authority'; and as many as can 
but tell their Syllables on cheic Fingers, without 
Genius, without Learning, or any Excuſe fot 
Writing, arrogate the. Glorious Name of Pers, 
and, by their Scandalous Pretenſionsto it, bring 
the Pride of Conquerors, and the Envy of PBIlofc: 
phers, into an unjuſt and ſhameful Negle&*7 *Tis 
the Duty of an humble and zealous Admiter: of 
B 4” thoſe 


(8) 
thoſe God-like. Few, whom Art ,. Nature , and 
Heav'n bave evidently exalted to that, Supream . 
Dignity, to make an; Apology for them , who 

- ought not to link. under the Crimes of this con-- 
remptible Race of wretched Poetaſters,who ought 
to be/avoided by all that have the leaſt Regard to, 
their own Repoſe. - For this infamous Genera- 
tion, theſe Bullies of Parnaſſus, forlaking the hum-. 
ble, and.quiet Caf of their own Fortune, with a, 
Sacrilegious Ambicion, to make a Noile .in the. 

| World, endervour a Rape on the Sacred Nine : 

i and haying as little Modeſty as Poetry, continually 
| | boaſt the / Favours and Enjoyment of Calliope at 
leaſr, tho* like Tin they Fares nothing but a 

| Cloud, the Harmonious Goddeſs vaniſhing trom 
their Prophane Embrace. Theſe are Sparks, who, 
by. perpetually repeating them, talk themſelves 
into fo good an Opinion of their own Performan- 
ces; that they can never be brought-to think} 

| - enough ofthemſelves to'be diſcourag from their 

i - Poetical Vanity, in' which\they arg'\confiravd by. 

i the ighorantApplauſe of ſome;and the Unaccoun- 

table Diverſion of others, who have a Vanity in 

pleaſing themſelves with carefling. and ingulgi 


0 


one of theſe Gentlemen's Inclinations wou'd be 
a 6 + 4 Fs 3 &S- td 


| Quod mit Celſus agit menitus multumy; monindus . 
Privat ss ut querant ies, EX tangere vitet , 
Seripts Palatinus quecng3 recepit Apollo. 


-' 


They 


_ (0s) 

They, are not. to be reclaim'd, nay, the Fate of 

' Thamyras wou'd ſcarce effe& it,the Breaking their 

Lute wou'd not hinder their Writing, nor the loſs 
of their Eyes their Repeating, tho perhaps Blind- | 
neſs might be ſome Advantage to their Acquain- 

tance, by giving them a 'poſlibility of avoiding - 
them ; for a Seeing Poetaſter has an Hawk's Eye 
at one he intends to recite too, he ſpies him at -2 
diſtance, and ſwoops upon him before he can 
make his Eſcape. | : a 

Theſe are the Banes of Society , and have 
brought an Odium on that admirable Science they 
pretend to, with ſome People 3 who, tho' they 
have Wit, wan Toounnent to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
Pretence and Reality. Others, who ought to have 
regard to the P:oteftion of the Muſes, and. are 
ſenſible of the difference of Merit, and Impu- 

. dence, are yet. too' fond of more' ungenexous 
Pleaſures, to Sacrifice 'thega to the Care of the © 
Poets, There are a Sort of Men, that love Plea- 
ſure, but are Sordid in their Choiceof it 3 beyond 
meaſure preferrinp'thoſe of the Body to thoſe of 

Qthe Mind. They value not what Expence they. 
are at in keeping a Whore for the ute of halt the 
Town, yet are fordidly Penurious in their Grati- 
fications of a Poet; a look, a figh, a ſenſeleſs word 
of the firſt, can melt'em into Profuſeneſs, and Po- 
verty , when the Nobleſt Thoughts, drefsd in - 
the moſt Charming Numbers and Language, ſhall 
not miove them to conſider the Neceflity of the. 
Author of them. Nay, tho*” they value them- 

elves as Men of Senſe as well as Fortune, their 


— ——  — — — 
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Dogs, and their Bottle are more their Care, than 
che Darlings of Heav'n the Poets. I 
Macenas, and Augnftus, were the only Kee ping 
Patrons ; the Poets . were their Miſtreſſes , 
never were they ſo. happy, or wanton'd fo much 
in Pleaſure, as in thejr Intimacy with Virgil, Ho- 


race, Gallus, &c. Their Company was their Re- 


gale, tho”: Virgil ( if we meafure the Excellence 
of it by our Teits, Facetioufnefs and Buftoonry) 
was none of the beſt. I'm extreamly pleas'd with 
Auguſtus, and coud almolt Sacrifice to his'Me- 
mory when I read chis charming Expoſtulation to 
Horact——— Iratums me tibi ſcito quod now in pleriſq, 
Ejuſmodi ſcriptis mecum potiſſumum loquaris. An 
wvereris ne apud Poſteros tibs infame ſit, quod videaris 
familiaris nobzs eſſe; You fee he was ambitions 
that Poſterity by often reading his Name in Ho- 
races Writings , ſhou'd know how he valu'd him. ' 


3 »- 


Had- our Poers this Efcouragement; they wou 


ſurpaſs the Romans and Greeks too, and Enpland 


wou'd have her greater Horace' and Virgil 5 tor as 
Martial lays, 269% 


Sint Mzcenates non deerunt Flacce Marones. 
| 
 Carmina proveniunt animo dedutta Sereno, 


But where there muſb be. a care of Subſiſtence, 
the Mind can never have that Sereneneſs it ought 


. for fo Noble and Sacred an Office. What there- 


_ fore 


re 


i 


. . 
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fore might we not expeR, ſhou'd a Richlieu or 
Mzgcenas ariſe, from ſuch who under all theſe dif- - 
advantages have performed fo well ? I hope this 
Apology may remove ſome prejudices that may 
oppoſe that Happineſs, and provake ſome bator 
Pen to do Poetry more Juſtice than. my Time or 
Ability wou'd permit. £ 

It we regard the Antiquity of its Qrigine,the No- 
bleneſs af its Subject, or the Beauty of its Aim, 


- br Defign (which three Things are the Teſt of 


the Excellence of Arts and Sciences, in reference: : 
to each other) we. ſhall eaſily find Poefre moſt 
ancient in its Riſe, moſt honorable in the Subje&s 
and Marrers it adorns, and moſt tranſcendently 
excellent in its Uſefulneſs and End. . | 
Firſt,To ſay nothing of other Authors ,Polydore, 
Virgil proves from the Second Book ' of Euſebins's 
Ewangel. Prep. that it is of a very early Date ; 
and trom hence {js alfo evident, Thar it flouriſh'd 
among the moſt ancient of the Hebrews,who were 
by ſeveral Azes of greater Anciquity, than the 
Grecian Potts, For Moſes, their Leader, having 
paſfd'the Red Sea, inipir'd by 'a Divine Fury, 
fung Praiſe and Thanks to his Oranipotent De- 
liverer in Hexameter Verſe, according to Feoſe- 
bus in the, Second'Book of his Antiquity of the 
Jews, Thus the Koyal David too , compos'd * 
Hymns to God, in various Numbers, as Fclephus | 
inthe Seventh Book of the 4»tiquities of the Fews, 
intheſe words confirms. David tZfrefore (ſayshe). 
after be was deliver d from War and Danger, in the 
Enjoyment of full Tranquility, @nd Peace, compos'd- 
"Songs 


"I 


/ 
of 


(123 


| Songs aud Hymns to God in various and different 


Numbers, as Trimeters, Quinquimeters ; with whom 


| St. Ferome in his Preface to the Chronicles of Ey- - 
febius agrees , where he writes in this manner. 


Laftly, (lays hs) What is more ſonorous than the 
Book of Pſalms? Which like the Works of aur Ho- 
race, or the*Greek Pindar , vow runs on Iambick 
Feet, now ſounds with Alcaic's, now ſwells with the 
Sapbjc Numbers, 8c. 

But ro come to the Gentils, we find Poetry fo 
very Ancient that they know not its Riſe, but at- 


| tribute it to their God Apollo, and the Myſer; as 
_ Apollo, in Ovid, himſelf affures us. 


- Fuppiter ef genitor : per me quod eritq; fuitgs 


Eftq; patet, per me concordant Carmina nervis. 


Apollo reciev'd the Harp from Mercury, and then 
wis made P:efident of the Muſes. By which at- 
tributing the Original of Pogary to the Gods, 
*is evident that the; Gentiles themſelves look'd up- 
on it as 4 Sacred and venerable Thing, above 
Humane Invention. From this Spring it deſcen- 
ded, as it were by Succeflion to Linus, (the Son 
of Apollo and Urania.)) And Orpheus, (the Son of 
Apollo and Calliope) and Thamyras; Theſe two 
att with Hercu/z5, were the. Scholars to Linus. 
We need notinftance Arion, Amphion, and Muſzus, 
who are Poets of a very ancient Date. Their 


uncommon Praiſes, are celebrated in fo extraor- 


dinary a manner, that there can nothing be ad- . 
ded to their Eternal Glory, their Encomiums, 
| : ck * indeed, 


f 
-: Bae) 
- indeed, tranſcending all Belief and Underſtand. 
- ing : fo much did ſucceeding Ages think was due 
to the- firſt Fathers of Poetry, as to make their 
Performances more, than Mortal. 
The Divine Orphesns, the Wonder of Better Na- 
tyre, with the Muſic of his Lyre and Song, drew 
Trees, Stones, and Beaſts to be his lifPning Au- 


\ \ dience, which is not fo impoſflible, ſince Campa- 


vella. proves that all things have Senſe. But the 
charming of Rocks, Stones and Trees, the taming 
Wild Beaſts, and the ſtopping the courſe- of ra- 
' pid Torrents, were the leaſt of his Performances, 


Hell loſt its Terror, and put on a more agree- - 
able Face, the tortur'd Ghoſts forgor their paſt 


fuffcings wn the Heav'n of their prefent Eaſe, and 
the very Furics, grew Mild and Calm at the found 
of his Melodious Verſe, and Lyre; all which is 
admirably deſcrib'd by Ovid, in his Metamorphoſis. 
Theſe Powers did Antiquity give to Orphews, of 
the Sweetnels of whoſe Poeſie, *rwou'd be ſuper- 


fluous to produce the Teſtimony of the moſt an-+ 


cierit Authors. Arion and Amphion want not their 
Miracles, of the Dolphin and thg Walls of 7hebes; 


Of the latter, Horace, PO | 
Difus & Araphion Thebane condifor Areis © 


Saxa movere ſono Teſt udinis, &r prece blandd 
Ducere quo wellet. 


Tho' there be nothing more vulgar, and com- 


. mon, than theſe Fables of the Ancient Poets, and 
Mulicians 3 yet do they evidently demonſtrate, 
| chat 


nu — a - a _ —_ 
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but by @ lons Application to it , or beeauſe, as Srrabe 


C14) 


that even from thoſe PcimitiveTimes,down to out 
Iron Age, theſeicxtraordinary Praiſes and Eneo- 
miums were only beftow'd on this divine Power 
of Poetry-z thar Poets alone feer'd worthy by 
this moſt Sacred Art tohave the next place to the 


_ Gods themſelves. So that chis Univerſal Applauſe 


(if there were no other Motive) ought to recom- 
mend it to our Admiration and Eſteem. 

Bur *tis agreed by the univerſal, and utianimous 
conſent of altnoſt all Nations, and Authors, that 


| Poetry not only contains all other Arts and Scien- 


ces, but has this Prerogative peculiar to it felf, 
That no Rules, no Malters with the beft Inſtru- 
cions,can teach it 3 unleſs thoſe who apply them- 
telves to this divine Science, are deſtin'd to ths 
Sacred Funttion,by Nature,and a Genins, Whence 
aroſe that Maxim , allow'd of by all Men of 
Senſe, Poets Naſcitur non Fit, That a Poet is Born 
ot Made. And from hence it follows in my Opi- | 


Hion, That 2 Poet derives the horior of that Name 


from his Nature and Genius, not from his Art 3 
This &ery Scholar has, That none but the Darlings 


of Heav'n and Natnure. This may be acquird by 


a Studious Pedagt, That muſt be born, and grow 
up: with the awſpicious Babe , for Poem naſcitur 
nen fit, : 
Pm much. miſtaken if Pol;dore Virgil, do not 
comment on this Axiom in his firſt Book .De Rer: 
Inventor. Cap. 8, where he ſays, *Tis certain that 
Poetry for many Reaſons excels the other Arts and 
Sciences, either becauſe no other Art is to be acquir'd q 


7% 


(15) 
in the beginning of his Geography, againſt Eratoſthe- 


nes, eloquently demonſtrates, it contains all ather ; 


becauſe of all the Arts rhat Humane Wit bas produc'd 


Poetry glone, i: taught by a Divine Inſpiration, &c. 
Cicero in his Oration for. Archias the Poet, has 

left us the Praife of Poers (of which Name him- 

elf had been 'extreamly Ambitious) in theſe 


words, Atqui fic ( ſays he ) 4 ſummis hominibus,. 
eruditiſſimiſq3 accepimus, caterarum rerum ftudia, &- 


Dof&rind ,& Preceptis,& Arte conftare;Poetam Naturd 
ipi4 walere, & mentis viribus excitari, & quaſi di- 
vino quodam ſpiritu afflari ;, quare ſuo Fure noſter 
Ennius Santos appellat Poetas, quod quaſi deorum 
aliquo don), & Munere commendati nobjs efſe wis- 
deantur. | | 
You f2e, Sir , that Cicero.confeffes that divine 


Fire in Poets which himſelf defir'd in vain, and 


that Poets frem to be recommended by the 
Gift, and Benefit of the Gods, to our reception, 
 VWfhe that felt ner this Sacred Fury ' was ſenſible 
of this, we may credit Ovid, who: by his own 
Experience fays, De Faſtis, lib. 6. 


Fatta Canam, ſed erunt, qui me finxiſſe loquentnr 
Nullaq; Mortali numina wiſa putent. _ 

Eft Deus 1m Nobis, agitante Caleſcimus ilto, 
Impetus bic ſacr& ſemina mentis habes. 


And Socrates in Plato affirms this Poeticai Fury 
to be divinely infpir'd, Plaro in his Second Book 
of the Common-wealth, galls Poets the Sons of 

the Gods, ang in. Ly/s terms them, the —_— 
*a1il'& 


"a 


(i8) | 
3nd Guides of Wiſdom ; and elſewhere | he calls 
Homer the Father of all Wiſdom and Philoſophy, 
in theſe Words . "OwnpO- T pwTvs Aﬀtoxansos, wo 
Ho bugy amdy[wy Ts x9A@y  Tpayrrxay, Homer 
was the Guide and Maſter of the Trapical Beauties © 
and Virtues, And Petronius Arbiter tells us, that 
the Mind can neither conceive, .or bring forth its 


Poetical Births, unle6 it be impregnated whth. 


great and boundleſs {tores of Learning 3 and for 
this reaſon he ſays in his Satyricon , -that Eumolpus 
ſpoke oft'ner divinely,” that is, Poetically, than 
like a Man, —_ __ | x EF S 
Thoſe. who endeavour to draw the Original 
of Poetry from Singing, are not in my Qpinion 
tmuch miſtaken. ' For when the Ancients eridea- 


' your'd to dectare the AﬀeRions or Paſlions of the 


Mind in Song by the Sound, and' peculiar Varia- 
tion of the Voice, as it were in a more Polite and 


' Elaborate Speech; this rude and%unpolliſh'd Sound 


by degrees refind into. an Art, Which, when it 
became (where-ever it was) fo improv'd, that 
with it the Praiſes of the Gods or Heroes, was 
celebrated in certain. Verſes or Rhimes, (gave 
Birth to Poetry; which indeed ſeems trulyg& really 
to be deriv'd from Singing, ſince with the Learn-' 
ed ev'n now, a Poet is not faid, to Speak, but 


Sing. The antient Germans, a Warlike Pople, 


bad no other Hiſtory of the Ads. of the Kings 
and Leaders, but certain Songs os Yerſes, by 


which they either extoll'd their Warlike Exploits 


6r rousd the Minds of che Soldiersg0 fight, as we, F 
| 4 | n 7 


Ls Wo 1 PR 
find in Polyzwns, Solon, annimated the Athenians, 
to Bartle. And the Lacedemonians Sacrific'd to 
the Muſes before they began a Fight'; that we 
read that the ' noble Heroe, ' Marrhias, King of 
Hungary, us'd to be fo touch'd with che. Acts of 
the antient Heroes, as he ſung fem, co his Lute , 
that the force with which it affe&ted his Mind, 
was apparent in his Body; imitating Achilles, who 
ſung the Praiſes of great Commanders to his 

arp. | jy nets 

Another Proof of the Antiquity of Foeſie, are 
the Sibyl;, the Oracles of the Pythian Apoilo, ma- 
ny of which are in Herodotwe ; fnfSrivetdns' Mo- 
numents of Vitories, Pillars; and Obeliſc's, all 
which afford caufe to believe Verſe to have a ve- 
ry early Original. With theſe the Writings of 
the greateſt and moſt agtient Authors ſtrow their 
Works by their Authorities and Sentences, to ren- 
der themthe more palatable and efficacious. Nays 

_ Sr. Paul is ſaid to have convinc'd the. Athie#jans of © 
the madnels of their Idolatry, by part. only, of a 
Verſe of the Poet Aratws; and to have us'dthat 
Verie of Menander to the Chriſtian Corintbzays. 


_ Evil Diſcourſes corrupt good Manners. 


_ Thus mbch\ for the Divine, and very antient 
Origin ofPoefie,and now we arg came to theSubjet 
of it, according to our former Diviſion. @ 
Tho* other Arts and Sciences aiford abun- 
} dand matter, ,and a latge Field for our Thoughts 
and Confideration, yer" nigne cair ſtand in com- 
Wo - ' pericion 


SS. | 
petition wich Poeſie 3 for what is there in all the 
wond'rous Variety, and vaſt extent of Nature 


that falls not under the conſideration of a Poet? - 


All the Wonders, Mercies, and Favours of the 


higheſt God, can in nothing be more gloriouſly 


expreſsd than in Verſe : Who can deſcribe the 


__ 


Beauty of his Providence, the Bounty of his 


Gifts, the Sacredneſs of his Myſteries, with ſuch 


** Charms, ſuch Force, fuch Excellence, as the 
Poet in his Melodious Numbers, Majeſtic Lange 
that 


age, and Divine Thoughts. Hence it. was 
the Royal Pſalmiſt David, choſe to appeaſe the 


Anger of an offended God, with the ſoothing 
Sacrifice of this Penitential Verſes. To this we 


add the Hymns &f the antient Hebrews,of the old 
Church, and of the Poetical and holy ' Fathers 


of the New; who to make their Fjaculations _ 


and Jubilees of Seraphic Love,reach late Poſterity, 


put them intoVerſe,as the moſt agreeable, andKine ' 


dred Repoſitory of things fo Sacred. - Hence alfo 


Cif with theſe Books we may mingle the 


' Prophane ) flow'd all thoſe Hymns, Odes, Secu- 


lar Poerns, and Þ Pans toFove, Mercury, Apollo, 


and the reſt of the Imaginary -Gods of Heathens. 
So Sacred has Poetry been eſteem'd in all Ages, 
fo Charming, and fo Comprehenſive, that they al- 
ways judg'd what-ever was deſign'd for the 
Praiſes of Gods; Kings and Heroes, or for the 


common and: univerſal Uſe, Profir and Pleaſure 'F 


of aff Men, ought to be delivered in tumbers, in 
Verſe”, as deftin'd to all that was Sublime and 
| Great. 'To this we owe the Geneology, and 

BN] | EO | noble 
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noble Deeds of the . Kings' and Commanders in 
Homer, the common Father of all Poets, and in 
Virgil his. Competitor, of Glory ; . theſe being 

- - wrote in noble. Verſe , fill our Minds with 

| freſh and' wonderful pleafure, ry time we, pe- 
ruſe —_—_— SI Be Se 
. To proceed to the. ſeveral Inſtitutes of ours 
Life, particularly. the ſpurs to Virtues, and flight 
from Vice, the purgation of the manners, &c. 
The Funeral Ggiefs, and Lamentations .on the 
Dead, and finally all thoſe particulars that: the 

- Accidents of humane Life produce, defirable. or. 
pleaſant, all which are, and have'been the ſub- - 
jeRs of Poems: Whence the afitient Greek Au- 
thors reduc'd all things divine and humane, to 
fre Heads. TR A £4 

; , The firſt they: termed morayty, under. 

; which they ſeem compendiouſly to have. placd, 

> | all thatwas referrd to the Praiſes of the Gods, 

> | the Rights of Religion, and. the ViQories of the | 

- | Heroes, and the Celebration of noble Aﬀts. The 

, | ſecond Hrioparnds, in which the Virtues of great 

5s. | and extraordinary Men, were prais'd, as El- 

| " gium and Panegyrics. The third capgorivindy, the: 

; Uſe of which was toexprels the Virtues that rend-. 

ed to the purging and. probity of the- Manners. 

The forth Opmirizty, which pertermed the Fu- 

_neral Sorrows and Lamentations:'. The fifth they. 

calfd' 5ginuarints, under which was contain'd | 

all that could be conducive to the Delight and 

-Pleafares of Mankind. 


. _ . 
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Paetry having been always generouſly imploy'd 
none can call in queſtion the Nobility and, Ex+ 
cellence of its Subje&t and Matter. [Tho* ſome 
rhaps may objeR, that Phylofophy, Law, and. 
Hiſtory, &c, treat of other things of a higher 
Nature, whilſt they diſcover things from thei 
Cauſes, or by Arguments, prove to others thoſe 
that are already difcover'd : But they are but very 
raw Novices in the Academy of Poetry, who 


are ignorant that the Elements or firſt Foundas 


tion of moſt, if not all Arts, as wM as their pro- 

eſs, are deriv'd from Poetry. and the beſt Ay- 
thors of 'all tirhes have granted the Poets the 
firſt Philoſophers. | 

For from this Treaſure, or Ocean of Arts and: 
Sciences, are all the Rivulets of Learning ſprung, 
and have lifted up their Heads 3 nay, they have 
abundantly drawn whatever they contain of. 
Pleaſure or Artifice,. from Poetry, as from the valt 
and Mother Rceptacle of all theMellifluous Waters 
of EIoquence. To this we may add, what Strabo 
fays, viz, Poeticem Antiqui vocant Primariam 
quendam Philoſopbiam,” que nos a pueris ad wvitam 
mſtituat, & cum Volaptate doceat, cujuſmod; Mores 
O&-affedt us, & Attiones noſtras ejſe conveniat. Quin 
noſtri bumines Poetam vel ſolum- ſapientem eſſe perri- 
buerwunt * 0b eamq; rem cvitates Grecte ,pucros pri= 
mum onninm Poetics erudiunt : non 'utiq, mere ob». 
letf ations pratid, ſed ut prudentie' YT | 


os mode; TP Seall 
- Ceptis imbuantur, l- C. The Antients termd Poelic # 


more excellent kind of Philoſophy awbich ſhou'd from. our 
Ghildnood inform eur Lives, and teach us with” 
Pieaſure, 
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Pleaſure, what ow Manners, our Paſſions, and: our 
Abtjons cught to be.. ” Nay , our Cotiptrymen wou'd 
ſearce admit any into the Number of Wiſe Men, but 
Poets 3; and for this Reaſon , the Gities of Greece 
ground \ Boys firſt of all in Poatry: not meerly for 
their Delight, but :hat they may be inftrutted in the 
Precepts of Modeſty, and Prpdiies or Wiſdom. 

_ And juſtly c0v-di the Ancients'tearmn Poetry, 2 
more excelient Philoſophy; for if che Excellence 
of a thirig depend on its more or leſs aptnefs to 
obtain che Eng *tis Jeſign'd for , this Prerogative 
is juſtly givent6 Poetry : The End of Philofophy 
is to form in the Mind Idea's, and habits of Vir- 
rus, and they are fixr thete better by Pleafure 
than Pain, becauſe the Mind is naturally averſe 

to Pain, and propenfe to Pleaſure. | Bur the ftift, 
and difficult Method of thoſe who are Simply Phi- 
lofophers,| perplexes us roo much with Metaphy- 
ſical Notions, Logical Diſtin&ions , and a long 
train of Arguments, which gives the Mind a, fa- 
tigue to gain the Knowledge it airiis at 31 whereas 
the Poetic Philoſopher propoſes a fairer, more 
adequat2, compendious \and comprehenfive In- 
ftracion,which the Mind is fofar from labouring 
to Unriddle, and Underſtand, that it at firſt fight 


perceives it, is in Love with irs Beauty, and gree- 


dily takes the charming Impreflionsit gives, whilft 
convey into it by Melodious Numters,berwitch- 
Ting Expreſſion, Migtty Thoughts, and Hluftrious 
Examples. That Great Poet and Critic Horace 
declares how fit he thinks Poetry tor the Iaſtru- 
dion of Youth in the Firſt Epiſtle of the Second 
Book, C 3 . Gs 
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Os tenerum pueri balbumq; Potta fignrat ; 

Torquet ab obſcenis jam nunc ſermonibus aurem ; 

Hox etiam Petit us praeceprus format amics ' 
 Aſperitatis, & oP , correor &* Ire, &c. 


The other admirable Verles chat follow theſe,you 
are, Sir, extreamly well acquainted-with, which 
fo beautifully ſet off the ſeveral Advantages of Po- 
etry. And Hreronimns Vida (one of the beſt Ita- 


lian Poets that have writ in Latin as \ Rapin aſlures 
us). in theFirlt Book of his fear ab is of the lams | 


My 
| Pehimam igitur primas fund; puer hauſerit artes 
am nnnc incipiat riguos accedere fontes 
Et Phebum, & Dalces Muſas aneſcas Amare, 
Add tO this what Horace ſays i in his de Arte Poetics 


| wn Fuit bc apicttis quindam 
Publica privatis ſecernere, ſacra UT, KC: 


and the, Ten following Verſe which T have not 


Toorm, here to quote, Eraſmus, that wanted no | 


Wit, calls it a Banquer compos'd of all the Deli- 


 eacies, and Quintellence o of-all other Arts, and 
Seiences. a Melayi hon places, the: Excellence 


ot Poetry for the penetration into. Mens Minds, 

next to. the Sacred POPs © clpecially Tre 
ogedy, 

- . Poets being, a5 You ſee, the Darling Sons of 

the Gods, born tO great and lublime ng, and 
: " PS$:+.-0 6 : , the 
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the CorreQors and Guides of Common Life, they 


have not, without Reaſon, beeneſteem'd by the 


greateſt Monarchs, and Potentates of the World, 


and made Inftrufors and Tutors to Kings, and 


Princes : . I ſpeak\of true Poets, not of of the lit- 
tle Muſhromes of Parnaſſzs , the Street-repeating 
Poetaſters, Thus Linzs was the Tutor to Heres 
ks, the tamer of Monſters, and Tyrants; And 
Alexander the Great , with veneration, reſpe&ed 
Homer, as the Guide, and Dire&or of his Life, 
reading his Works daily, in the heat and hurry 
of the Conqueſt of the World ,*and flept with 
them imder his Pillow: - Exnjus inft;ucted that © 
great General 'Scipio Africanus in Poetry , which 
he judg'd fo advantageous to him, that he took 
him wich him in his moſt weighty Expeditions, 
and choſe to be Bury'd'in the fame Tomb with 
the Poet. Nothing has to me given a greater in- 
ſtanice of Czſar's yalue for Poets, than the Wel- 
come he gave Catullus to his Table, the fame day 
he had fix'd ſuch a Brand of Infamy upon him as 
remains in Catallus his Works to this day. J4«- 


- g»ſts, both the Patron,” and Judge of the Muſes, 


Careſs'd that Noble Pair of Poets, Horace and Vir- 
gil, as his moſt intimate and boſom Friends, ho- 
nor'd them as his Maſters, and ſhower'd his Bene- | 
ticent Favours on them, who, without - doubt in 
return, introducd him-to the Sacred 'Penetralia 
of the Muſes, the divine Retreats of Apollo: which 


made this Emperor keep the -Birth-day of Firgil | 


eery Year, as if *twere the auſpicious Feaſt of his 
own Succeſs. The Emperor Jelian made the 


C. 4 Gredk 
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Creek Lyric Poet Bacebylides his Miſter, -or Dire: ; 
&or.; and-Gratian after he had made a greatpro: : 
gres inthe moſt generous of Learning,” he ho- 
nour,d and advancd his Maſter Auſonius evinto 
the Confulſhip. And. Arcadins and Honorius ere- 
&ed.a Monument to.the Memory of Claudian, \in 
the forutn of Trajan- 

ut Doing, i in my. opinion, challenges the 
Eſteem of the more for this Art, than that, 
it Corredts thus the Barbarity , and Sordidnefs 
that ſo generally rules Mankind, » and deſtroys , 

that Happineſs we falſly aim at by other means, 


Emollt Aores (as Ovid has it) nec ſinit de feros. 


A Man may be a Divine, and yet be Cormous, 
and Dectirfil, two Banes of Piery, Religion, and. 
Morality ; but a Poet cannot be. guilty cicher of 
Avarjee.or Deceit, Imean a True Poet, a gh 
a, Horace, ey A Dryden a Waller. And, -- 


"a= carmina condes_\ 
Bs  Nanquans te « falant animi ſub ar. latentes. 


4 Hor, Art, Poet. / 
And, , | | | 


| MM 
Vats aVarus, ' (num: 
Non. temere eft animus : Verſus amat hoc ſtudet u- 
Detrimenta, fugas ſerverum, Incendia ridet :: 
Nan fraudem Sec:o, Puerove incogitat wilam 
Pupillo : Vivit fil qui, & pane ſecundo 
Aulitie quanquan Piger & Malus, utilis Urbi. 
3 >. Tiers 


| 
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. There is no need of proſecuting the point of 
. Eſteem the Poets have been in, in the better A+, | 


of the World, I will not therefore inſiſt on. 
: 4 alan Cities of Greece,that ſtrove for the Glory 
of Giving Birth to Homer, nor On Alexender,who, 
when he took, fack'd, and burnt Thebes, ipar'd 
the Houſe of Pindar, and fixt this Verſe over. 
the Door. A Fhbe 
TliyPagoy 5% poyrowuZ Þ giyay whxdiers, 
Burn not Pindar's Hoaſe, | 


the fame reſpe& wasfhew'd his Houle by the La-. 
cedemonians when they deftroy'd Thebes. Til fay 
nething of the; honour paid to. the Memory of 
Steficherus, in the Ottogonal Monament at the 


| Gaces of Catans in Sicily; *Dwou'd be ſuperfluous 


to take-notice ofthe Value Polyerates had for Ana- 
ereon, Archelaus for Euripides, the King of eEgypt 
and Macedon for 7 Ag + Ptolomaens Philadelphus 
for Callimachys ;_ arid what I bave 'faid before of 
the Letins may fufhce. But *tis no wonder that 
the Politer Nations ſhou'd have this Efiteem for 
the Divineſt of Arts, ſince the very Daves, lookd 
upon of Old as more Barbarous, have yer difco- 
yer'd alla-long fuch a veneration for P:ets, and 
Poeſie; that. on the Death of one of their Kings, 
they exalted a Poet to the Throne, as the moſt 
worthy to ſucceed the Prince, he cou'd Praiſe fo 


well ; as Saxo Grammaticus, and Joan. Bocerus - 
reſtifi. 


V/ithout 
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| Without doubt by this time 'tis ſufficiently evi- 


dent, That if any Art/merits*Eſteem, either for 
the Antiquity of its Origine, of the Nobility of 
its Sabje&, Poetry muſt be granted the Preroga- 
tive of Precedence in Honor: Wherefore I ſhall 
fay no more'for a Proof of theſe two points of its 
Original and Subje&, but now turn our Conſide- 


. ration to the third Branch of my Diviſion, viz. 


The End and Profit, or advantage of Poetry. 

' The Philoſophets'lay down two principal kinds 
of Studies, which are indeed different, but not 
oppofire; that is, the Contemplative and. the Pra- 
#ical, and they give the preference tothe former, 
becauſe Contemplation is pleaſant for and in its 
feff, and therefore more Noble ; but the Practical 
quatenus praftical is ſo only in regard of fome- 
thing elſe, and therefofe leſs Noble than Contem- 
plation. But *ris ſufficiently evident, that the Stu- 
dy of Poetry is for the molt part Contemplatire : 
Since no Poet is capable of forming any Nobte 


- Poem, with eiaboratenefs and perfe&tion, unleſs 


he firſt diſpoſe his Speculations, and before conſi- 
der, and weigh the Materials, and the' peculiar 
Artifice that muſt be usd in ſetting them off to 
their beſt advantage, and in the true Light, and 


Colours. And one thing is-here to be obſerv'd, 


That a Poet through his whole performance,both 
whiPft he contrives,invents; and puts his Thoughts 


in Metre, is ſtill at the ſame timecontemplating, 


fo that he's compos'd of Speculation and Aion , 
whereas other. Studies either only contemplate,or 
only preciſely put in Execution the def A- 

: REN | ; 10S, 
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&ions. Firft therefore, in that way Poetry is Uſc- 


fed in its ſelf, and therefore admitting the former 


Axiom of the Philoſophers, to: be valu'd and per- 
ſu'd, becauſe Speculative, And Secondly, 'Tis 
Uſetul in regard of ſomething elſe, becauſe the 
Poetical Writings chiefly contain, the moſt beau- 
tiful, and inviting Dodrines, and Inſiruions, 


- the beſt of Precepts for the happy and laudable 


diteaing ot our Lives ; Noble Sayings,and Deeds; 
Virtues, Rights and Manners of Nations; From 
all which, that may be choſen for the common 
benefit of Mankind, that is moſt juſtly imitable, 
and worthy in Virtue, .that ayoided, that is moſt 
abeminable and deteſted in Vice. , 
4 Contemplation and Thinking is peculiarly the Po- 
et's Buſineſs,” on this Depends all the Beauties of 
Thought, and Expreflion, By uſing much to 
Think, they come to a juſineſs and trueneſs of. 
Thought , they run not away by halves, with 
imperfe& - Appearances that pleaſe the Ima-» 
ination 3 they are not taken with all that gli- 
ers, but by .much Thinking dive into the Na-- 
ture of Things, 'and fix the Judgment to decide 
the Truth, or-falfity of what is Charming ,. and 
Beautiful, and what ſeems ſo, ar a ſudden view. 
Hence proceed Juſtneſs, Proportion, and Harmo- 
ny, without all which a Poer, lofes half his Glory, 
and Reputation, with good, Judges. From henk 
is evidegt,” That the End .of -Poetry is Noble, 
ſince it reaches the greateſt Pleaſure and the fu- 


reſt Profit, of our Minds, and of our Life. Since 
tis directed to the Praiſe,of the Onnpotont, the | 
' "A 5 - IG 
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Celebration of Virtues, the Rewatds and Glory 
of Noble As; the Puniſhment and Ihfamy. of 
Erit :| Since to it we'owe all the iticreafes of our 
Knowledge ; and finally, frrice it effefts all cheſe 
nobler Erids it ain at.” EF] Es "DIY 

\ -Put merhinks, Sir, Thear you fay, What needs 
all chis'ro prove-the Excellence of a Science, that 
carries a Natiral Worth with it; and (that fo- 
_ that like an innate Priticiple *tis confeſs d 
by all ſelf-evident ? for there is none, however 
Quill, but does , or. has attempted Poetry, with | 
more or tefs faceefs, whiPit other Artts, ant Sci- 
enoes are not ſo univerſally carefs'd. All pretend 
not. to Philoſophy , Mathematics, Law, Phyfic, 
or Ueſire to be thought Proficients in thofe Arts; 
burtev'ry. one wou'd be thought a Poer, asif with- 
out being fo, he cou'd not be thought a Man, fo 
8flential ro Mankind does the univerſil and nna- 
mmous Ambition and "Aim ar it of ev'ry\ Man 
make it. I gram you; Sir, this is a fufficient Ar» 
ona to any ſenfible Man, that :conſiders it; 


how few refle& on this, when'they tun down 
what they' cou'd, not bbtam ort their Endeavour ; 
the greateſt Raiſer  agaifi't rhis divine Arr, word 
| be prond 'to Pather- an excellent Poem; And it 
muſt be granted by them, That. the greateſt Phi- 
lsfophers, Hiſtorians: Orators, Phyficians, Divines, 
Princes, Kings #84 Emnperors of all'Ages have dif- 
cover'd this Defire we mention; 4rd bave made it 
PRONE, Thatthey either were, 'of far wou'd be 
* To paſs over.the Hebrews wehave already me 
| | | tion? 
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$jon's among the Roman Emperors, how few bot 
ave diſcover'd this Ambition'? Fulius Ceſar, Au- 
uftus, Nero, Adrian,Gratian,Thbeodofius Honorius, &Cc. 
hoſe of Fulius Ceſar. IEEE | 


Feltria perpetuo nivium damneta rigore \ 
Forte mihi poſthdc nan adeunda vale. 


Auguſtus often exercisd this Faculty, particularly 


on Virgit's deſire that his eAzeids might be burnt 3 


which begin thus ; 
Ergone ſupremis poimwit Vox improba verbs 
Tam dirum mandare Nefas 2 Ergo ibit in ignes 


| Hagnag dottiloqui morietur Mu[a Maranis £ &C. 
Seneca gives us this Verſe of Nerds compoſing with 


_ this .Commendatory IntroduGtion, 1. De Natur 


uſt. Cap. 5. Quid ego fi ? Colorem nov bna- 
ie lee © 7% Neve Cake Nev: 
Tiſſue. a 


Colla Cytberiace Splendent agitata Coluntbe. 


More of his we might borrow fram Perfizs, if we 


believe his Interpreters. Adrian returns the Poet 
Borus his Complement ſent him in theſe Veriss, 


Ego nolo Florus Eſſe 
Lmbulare per Tabernas 


Latitare per popinas 
Culices pats rotundas. 


Nay, 


Cn 4 
Nay, he wis ſo very Boetical, that when he wal 
a Uying, he Verſify'd on his Soul, pets: 


Anima vagula blandula' 
Hoſpes comeſq; corguris 

u# nine abibs in locs _ 
Pallidula, rigida, nndulay 
Nec ut ſoles, dabzs jocos? © 


; Thoſe that are attributed to Gallienus, have 
more of a Poet, which he repeated at the Wed- 
ding of this Nephews, *as Trebellins Pollio has it; 
holding them by the Hands $ | 


Tte aity 6 pueri, pariter ſudate Medulls 
Ommibus inter vos ; non murmurs veſtra columbe 
Brachia non heder, non vincant Ofcula conche. 


And to ay truth, *tis pitty Gallienus ever ſpoil'> 
at Emperor fince he .wou'd have' made an ex-. 
cellent Poet ; for as Trebellizzs confeſſeſt, fuit enizi 
Gallienus, quod negari non poteſt, oratione, Poemate, 
atq; Omnibns artibus. Claras. For Gallienus was, 
lays he, eminent in Oratory; Poetry, and all other 
Arts. And indeed his horrid Remiflions proceed: 
ed from his being content with whatever for- 
tung wor'd let him have ; he wanted Ambition, 
and was, -as Horace deſcribes a Poet, Afilitiee piger 
&- malus. Fulians Epigrams are to be found in 
the Anthology ; and Auſonius informs us, that, 
Theodoſeas was no ſmall pretendef to Poetry in 
theſe Verſes. = | F 
| Bet- 
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 Belland: fandiq; potens Auguſtus, bonorem 
Bs meret, ut geminet titnlas : qui pralia Muſis | 
Temperat, & Geticum Mederatur Apolline Marten. 
Arma inter Cimbroſq; traces, furtoq; nocentes 
Sauromastas, quantum ceſſat de tempore belli 
Indulget latiis tantim inter caftra Camanic &c, 


In ſhort, ' tho? the Spirit of Poetry decay'd a- 
mong the Romans, with their Empire, yet was 
thete icarce one that did not make ſome pretza- 
ces to the Muſes. Nay, look among the Clergy 


- of former Ages, and you ſhall find Popes, Biſhops, 


Cardinals, &c. {tand candidates for the Bays, as 
well as Socrates, Plato, Democritus, Lycurgus, Solon, 
Ariftotle, among the Philoſophers and Legiſlators ; 
among the undignified Divines, Melznchton,Beza, 
Jacomatus, Artomedes, &c. the Civilians, Ulpian, 


Adodeſtinus, Alciatus, Budeznus, Turnebus, and a 


reat many others, too numerous to be here in- 


erted among the Phyfitians, Anſonius, Fracaſto- 
Secundns, Sinetins, Poſthius, _ 


Sambucis, Oc. Nay, evn among the Critics, a 


moroſe Generation, the Scaliger's Father and Son, 
the Do«ſa's Father and Son, 'Cameraxnus, Myrillas, 


Stegelins, ec. among the Hiſtorians, Buchanan, 
Natales Comes, Lil. Gyraldus, Racipius, Meibonius, 
Baudins, &rc. Among the Rhetoricians, Pontanus, 
Angel. Politianus, &Cc. 
Thus much for Exotics ; but (Sir) ſhould L 
etend to number the Poets, and Pretenders ro 


Poetry in our own Nation, as 'twou'd be ſuper- | 
fluous, fo *twou'd be endleſs, Search all Ranks 


and 


" 
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and Degrees of Men, from the Beau Lord, to 
the homely Swain, a keeping his Sheep, or dri- 


ving his Hoggs ; and as C:pid, fo has Apolls been 


at work with 'em43 the Si/vie's and Adaria's; the 


Fones and Swe have had their reſpedtive Tribute 
of Rhime,.and from the grave Door of- Divi- 


nity, to the little. Country.Curate, with his Pro- 


blematic Srambo's, and Hypothetic Prop 5ſitions + 
So that there can be no more doubt made of the 
former Afertion of all Men's Deſires and Pre- 
tenſions to it, than that thoſe ate a Proof of its 
received Excellence. - | | | 

Before I conclude this Eſſay, I ſhall obviate two 
or three Objedions, made by fome old moroſe 


Sparks, that have out-liv'd that little Senſe * their 


more ſpriightly years afforded them ,” and 
ſome Precifians, that build Piety and Godline's iri 


Spiritual Railings, and a mortify'd Phiz, which 


are but Feints, or Blinds to Obſervers: - 


The firſt is;that*tis a very uſeleſs and unprofitable 


Study, no Eſtates to be got by it, at leaft in this 
Age: Thatirt contributes meerly to Pleaſure, 
not to 'our. knowledge. To the firſt 1 anſwer, 
that *tis very true, that there is ho hopes of riſir 
to be anAlderman byPoetry ; but then I muſt te 


; them,”tis notfor thoſe to apply themſelves to'r,that 


place the Eefires of their Souls on-Mony ; for as 

they'll never obtain that end by it, fo will they 

hever reach any Excellence in the Art, as being 

not defiin'd by natureto it; for taa Poet; Hea- 

ren gives 2 large and noble Soul, above.the Nar- 

tow aim of Baggs and Hords of Treaſure 3 _ 
| | | t 


( 33 ) 


hus'far I ſhall grant it an unprofitable Study, as 


Petrenius Arbiter has witneſs'd long ago ! 


Dui Pelago credit, magno ſe {anore tollit 
Dui Pugnas, © Caſtra petit, pracingitur Auro, - 
Vilis A ulator pitto facet ebrius Oftro, | 

Et qui ſollicit at auptas ad Pramia peccat : 

Sels Pruinofis horret Fatundia Pannis 

Atq; inops lingua deſertas invocat Artes. 


No, there are the roaring Billows, The Cato, 
the Court, and the City allotted by Fate for thoſe 
that thirſt for Wealth 3 the Muſes love Tranqui- 


, lity, an Eaſfie and Contented State, and teach 


their Darlings, that 
\ | 
| Nee vixit male qui Natus mori enſq; fefellit. 


The Riches the Poet gains'is Fame : Ir termi- 
nates not with this life like Money, and Eſtate , 
nor can his Spendthrift Son laviſh the mighty 
Store he has laid up, as the Miſer's Son does what 


- his Father got from Fools or Knaves. Nay, the 
_ Uſefulneſs of this Study is oppoſite to getting 


Eſtates as they are generally got : Ir puniſhes Ava- 
rice, rewards Generoſity, bens the Mind from 
Barbarity to Compallian for the Miſeries of others, 
cleantes it from Deceir- and Hypocrilie , elevates 
it from little baſe Deſigns, to Noble and Open 
AGions, and fo through all the Ends and Uſes of 


' this Divine Art. * 


D * Bs 


LE: 
As to the Second that it contributes meerly to our 
Pleaſure, not Knowledge, that is evidently falſe, 
both from what has been ſaid,” and from a Con- 
fideration that it yields not only a Neceſſary, but 
Noble Knowledge, that is, of Men, of Manners, of 
Virtue, &c. Nor is there any Study-or Art bur 
has been attempted in Poetry, a3 a ſhort view will 


make evident. To paſs over David and the He- + 


brew Poets, whoſe Excellenciesare loſt by thegene- 
ral Ignorance , not only of the Language they 
wrote in;-but the Cuſtom, &c. on which many of 
the Beauties depend. Orpheus, Homer, Pindar, Ho- 
rgce, &c. have celebrated the Praiſes of the Di- 
vine Power, tho? unger the Names of their Supsz 
poſititious Gods,and Goddefies, Among the Chri- 
ſtians,, we find Prudentius, Fuvencus, Arator, Vi- 
das, Mauritius, Sannazarius, Vulteius, and an in- 


numerable Company of Sacred Writers. - Aſtro- 


lozy, Aſtronomy,.&c. has been treated of by 
Livius, Aratus , ' Palingenius , Manillius, Bucha- 
nan, &c. Phylic's by Heſiod, Macer, Lacretius, 
Empedocles , and ' others. Husbandry by Heſod, 
Virgil, &c. Paſtoral Lite and, Sports, Theceritus, 
Virgil.Calphurnits, Dantes, &c. Humting has been 
dilcours'd. of by 'Gratius Nemeſianus, Natales Co- 
mes, &c. Tragedy (which aftords us a hundred 
admirable Leſſons of Knowledge, and Improve- 
ment) we owe chiefly to e/£/chylus, Sophocles,and 
Exripides. Tho' I think our Engliſh Tragedians, 
have excelPd them, particularly Mr. Dryden, who 
' in ſome of his Plays, I ſhall always think , has 
abundantly out done Sephocles, Then for 4 

- Als 


be 
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Ads of Heroes, we have Homer, Virgil, Pindar, 
Lucan, Statins, Cowly, Sir William D' Avenant &ec- 
this is a ſort of Poem'which © Horace thinks more 
Inſtrufive chan Philoſophy, in his ſecond Epiſtle 
of his firſt Book to Lollzus. | 


Trojan bell; ſcriptorem maxime Lolli, | 
Dum tu declamas Roma, Pranefte relegi.(quidnon, 
Qeiquid fit Pulchrum, quid Turpe, quid Urile, 
Plenus ac melius Chryſippo & Crantore dicit. 


Nor are the Amorous Eſſays of Anacreon, Sappheg 
Gallus, Catullus, Ovid , Horace , Tibullus , Proper- 
tivs, with abundance of the Moderns , to be 
thought ill of by the Preciſians,as we ſhall by and 
by prove, but granted Improvers of our Know- 
ledge in'the Nature of the paflions, the fatigyes, 
and pleaſuresof Love, as well as the Dangers and 
Impercinences ef Intrigue. Oppian wrote of Filhes, 
N:cander of Antidotes againſt the biting of Vene- 
mous Beaſts, of Herbs, and Gardening. Aacer 
and Palladiis, of Plants. Mr. Cowly,of Medicine, 
Serenus, Sammenicus, and Marcelius ; Of Weights, 
and Meaſures,Q. Rhemn'us Fannus Palzmon ; which 
Book by ſome igAftributed to Pre/cian. Phocylides, 
and Pythagoras, writ in Verie of the Precepts of 


Virtue , and Solort, and Tyrizus , of Politics or 


the Adminiſtration of the Common-Wealch, 
Wholſom;z and Inſtrudtive Sarzr, Horace, Fuvenal, 
Perſias j Mr. Dryden , Mr. Wicherly in his Plam- 
dealer, and other Poets have given us; nor are- 


the lictlo Epigrammatiſts ro be torgot, having 
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their Uſe and Diverſion, tho, I confeſs my ſelf 
no Admirer of that fort of Poetry , if it merit 
that Name. - Iſl 

From hence 'tis Evident, That we may not 
only learn all that can be advantageous to our 
Knowledge, and by conſequence that the accu- 
{ation is falſe-, that it ſerves only to Pleaſure 3 
but alſo that All things that are the Subjects of this 
Soveraign of Sciences. | 

There remains yet ann Obje&ion, ſome Men 
make no ſmall buſile about, iz. That Poetry is 
< too prophane in making uſe of fo many falſe 
*© Gods, and Goddeſſes, Fanus, Satyrs, and Nympbs, 
*and the reſt of the gay Race of Fancy; and 
| © that they ſcatter the Seeds of Debauchery. in 
*the Minds of Youth; by their Amorous Verſes, 
«their Luſtfyl Songs, &:. for which Reaſon 
© evn Plato Baniſh'd' them from his Common- 
© Wealth. 8 

The firſt part of this ObjeQion, Tm confident, 
you'll think extreamly ridiculous, and that it me- 
rits notto betaken Notice of. But when you ſhall 
remember that in the Third Century the Chri- 
{tians'were fo Zealous, as to forbid the reading 
of .all Heathen Authors , partigularly Poets , on 
this A:count, and conſider, that «we have ſome . 
{till of the ſame Mind here in England, that wouw'd 
not have the Name of Japiter, Mars, and Venus 
(no, \not in ' Propris qua Maribus) come into their 
Childrens Mourths;elpecially their Worſhips, their 
Lovers, &c. I hope you will allow. that 'tis not 
wholly ynneceſfary to clear ev'n this ObjeRion. 

| "Tis 
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Tis true, theſe- Fables cannot be condemn'd 
by any, but by thoſe. who are incapable to dive 
into the admirable uſe of *em.. They muſt con- 
ſider, that ev'ry Art;. as well as evry Language, 
has its peculiar Beauties and Proprieties of Elo- 
cution, to take which away ( eſpecially if, as 
Poets particularly do, we repreſent Antiquity) is 
to render-it almoſt infipid, and without its moſt 
taking quality Pleaſure, that beſt conveys-Inftru- 
ion. Rob Poetry of this Beauty of the Fables 
and the Gods (TI mean the ancient Poems, fo full 
of admirable Initrution by their means given us 
with Pleaſure, and Delight) and you-deftroy the 
Excellence of the beſt of Poets, rendring their Po- 
ems Imperfe&, and Lame ; and if any Chriſtian 
Poets makes uſe of theſe Gods, there is no fear 
certainly of their paying themr any Veneration, 
when they only employ them as .the Vehicles of 


their Deſigns. But enough on this Point. . 


The other of the Looſeneſs of Amorous Verſes ; 
'tis a part of the Knowledge ofthe World, to have 
a perfe& view of all the Effe&s of Love, all its 
Ways, Manners, and Expreflions , and thoſe who 
forbid che Reading of theſe, take away an admi- 


'  rable Guide to thoſe that muſt Live where not to 


be in Love, or have to do with thoſe that are fo, 
is impoffible, and Scandalous ev'nin the Pretence. 
There are other advantages of the lewdeſt Eilays 
of this Nature, which a Man of Senſe will make 


. of them, and none , vindecd, ſhou'd read thoſe 


but ſach. And that Plato baniſh'd Poets out of 
bis Common-Wealth, yet cou'd he write things 


Z of 


(35) 
of a more lewd Strain than the Worſt of 'em, 


witneſs theſe Verſes on the Kifling of Agatho,done 
from his Greek by Deermus Laberius. 


Dum Semibulco ſavio 
Meum Pucllum Savior 
 Dulcemq, florem Spiritis 
Duco ex aperto Tramite : | 
Anima tune agra & Saucia 
Cucurrit ad Labia mihi, 
Rictumg) in ors pervium 
Et labra pueri Mollia 
Rimata Itineri tranſitus 
Ut tranſiliret nititur. 
Tum fi, more quid pluſcule 
Faiſſet in Coitu Ofcula 
Amoris igni percita 
; Tranſiſſet, & me linqueret. 
| ; Et mira prorſum res foret, 
| Ut ad me fierem Mortuus 
Ad puerum ut intus Viverem. 


Petronius himſelf has fcarce gone . beyond this 
with his Gyton, &c. And his | 


Dualis nox fuit illa dii dexg) 

Duam Mollis torcns | heſimus calentes 
Et transfudimus hinc, & hinc labellis 
Errantes animas. Valete cure | 


Mortalis ego fic perire ci, 


Plato's 
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Plato's Republic was but a Extopie at beſt, and 
aim'd at new ways of forming the Minds of Men 
by Laws, not fo agreeable perhaps to Man's Na- 
ture, as more Politic Legiſlators have compoYgd, 
who. receiv'd this Noble Art, and honor its 
Profeſlors with Public. Veneration 3 being ſen- 
ſible-that it -was the ſureſt, and beſt ToltruQrix 
of Mankind , but thay it gave Immortality to. 
thoſe that favour'd it with their ProteRion, and 
Generoſity. 


O ſacer, & magnus vatum labor, omnia Fato, 
Eripis, & populis donas mortalibus evum. 


Whoever woud raiſe his Mind above the Vulgar 
taſt, and form in his Breaft noble Deſiggs, muſt 


apply himſelf toa reading-of the Poets z as Perro- 
nius Arbiter has it. 


Artis ſevere ſiquis amat effeftns 
Mentemq;, Magnis applicat — 
w——— Det primos verſivus annes 


Meoniumg, bibat f elici pecore fontems 


As there is a Natural Excellence in being a Poet, 
ſo is there in Eſteeming one and nothing , ſhews 
the Degeneracy of an Age more, in Honor, as 
well as ſenſe, than a Contempt of this Divine 
Science, and the true Maſters. of it. So that I 
muſt infer that this Preſent Age is at a very low 
Ebb of Both ; that, tho' bleis'd with as great Po- 
ets as ever Greece or Rome produc'd has fo very 


- |} little 


% 
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little regard to them, as not to make Public Sa- 
crifices of its Droſs to the Uſe of Two ſuch Ex- 
traordinary Men. There is a Plebeian Genius 
ſpread among us, and Generous and Noble Als, 
are contemn'd and laugh'd at. But then, Sir, in 


ſo general a Dete& co be Singular in Taſt, chal- 


Jenges the more Honor ; and this makes me a- 
faam?d ro offer 1o unpoliſhd and haſty a piece as 
this at your Feet, who are not only an excellent 
Judge of the moſt difficult Things , and evn in 
the firſt Bloom of your Youth , have Maſter'd the 
whole Circle ofthe Sciences,but alſo have a pecu- 


liar Efteem for this I plead for, and by your ad- 


mirable Choice of thoſe you converſe with, ſhew 
you'can let none of yourHours be Joſt,either with 
trifling Books in your Study ,or Impertinent Cox- 
combs in your Converſation: L ſhou'd not bave 
the Vanity toſay this, were I ſo happy as to be 
often bleis'd with your Company, I catch it but 
now and then unwilling to make you do Pen- 
nance for my Satisfaction; and this Conſideration 
will oblige me to put an-end to-this Effay, only 
deſiring your leave publickly to declare my felf 
whatTI am ; Lhat is, | 


ST R, X 


Tour real Friend and humble Servant. 
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To Mr. T.S. in Vindication of Mr. Mil- 
, ton's Paradiſe loſt. - 


S TR, 
Y OU will pardon me, I am confident, tho' 
| in Oppoſition to your Thoughts, I poſitive- 
ly declare my felf extreamly well pleas'd with 
that part of Mr, Ms/ton's moſt excellent Poem, to 
which you diſcover the leaſt Inclination: Thoſe 
Antient, and conſequently lefs Intelligible Words, 
Paraſes, and Similies.. by which he frequently, 
and purpoſedly afftets to expreſs his Meaning, - 
in my Opinion do well fuic with the Venerable 
Antiquity, and Sublime Grandeur of his Subjed. 
And how much foever ſome Unthinking have 
Condemn'd this his Choice. You, who have 
Maturely weigh'd, how much deeper an Impreſ- 
ſion lefs us'd, (fo they be what you will grant 
his always are) Significant words, make on a Rea- 
ders fancy, than fuch as are more common ; ( you l 
ſay) muſt pay a vaſt deference to Mr. Mitor's 
great Fudiciouſneſs in this particular, no leſs than 
to his entire Manage of every part of that Charm- 
ing Poem, in which upon every Occaſion he dif- 
covers himſelf a perfte&t, unimitable . Maſter of 
Language. Here are you forcd to give a pro- 
found Attention to the Univerſe] Creator, 
ſpeaking like hat Almighty, who by the Fiat WF 
o. +7 
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his Mouth made all things, and yet fo Graciow || þ; 
| | are All his Expreſſions, as if he valued himſelf If «, 
| 


| more on his Good Hill to Man, than 'on his. Prero-' | TÞ 
pl | gativve over him : There, ſhall you read Man, ads. Þ j; 
bi drefling himſelf Subwiſſiuely like. a Creature, who || ,,, 
i owes his Being to a better, wiſer, and higher || jj, 
| power, and yet not fo Abje#iy, but-you will ea- Þf jj 

| ſly perceive him to be Lord of the whole Creati- Il ;, 

1 on. Elſewhere, you may ſee an Angel diſcovering I p, 
| himfelf, not a Liztle\ Maz's Superior by Creation, Þ in; 

in Place and Power more, but in Knowledge moſt If 61 

[ of all, In azother place, behold Woman, appear- Np, 
ing Iferiour to both theſe, and yet more Ambiti- If {þ; 
i exs than eicher, but then /ofter, | much in her UC 
Make and Manners, than her rougher Spouſe, whom: 0h 

down right Sincerity, an unaffetted plainneſs, ſeem Jl ve; 

- moltly coDelight. Nor can Inow forget with what” Þ gg 
vat. complacency. we have ot together read the NS; 


| 
| moſt Natural, Lively, yet (as their Sexes) diffe» 
rent Deſcriptions, our firſt Parents, ſeparately 
make of their own Apprehenfions of themſelves, 
at. their firſ# finding themſelves Living Creatures, 
| Nay, the very fallen Angels are much Honour 
ii above the belt of their deſerts, by the Amazing 
| 
| 


Relatiow, we there meet with of their Ambition, 
AAalice, Invetacy, and Cunning; and never was. 
Scene, 1o livelily ſhown, as that of his Pandemo- 
»ium in; the felt Book, Once more, and you are. 
no leſs aſteniſht at his Deſcription, than he makes 
the Angels, to be at the Report of their Adverſa- 
ries 'Thund'cing Fire-works. . And. yet, if his 

Matter requires a Mearer Style, how. much foever 


he 


0 
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he ſpeaks Loftily at one time, at another does, 
even to a Miracle, ſuit his *peech to his SubjetF. 
This (1 well know) has been cenſurd in 
him for Servile creeping 53 but if "cis well 
confider*d,, upon what proper Occaſion he thus Bum-- 
bles his Style, "twill be Accounted, (as really it is). 
his Great Commesndaticn ; But in praiſe of Mr. M;I- 


Etms admirable Dexterity in this his Matchleſs 


Performance, fince All I can ſay muſt come exceed- 
ing ſhore of his d#e Merit, thatT bring nget my 
klf under the Corre&tion of that known faying, 
Preſtat de Carthagine tacere quam pauce dicere, 1 
ſhalt venture to add no more but this; tho? the 


| Compoſing fuch a coxpicat Poem: on ſuch, a na leſs 
RN Obſcure, than weighty Subje&t, was a Tak to be 


perform'd by Mr. Milton only, yet 'cis not out of 


"doubt, whether himſelf had ever been able fo rg 


Sing of Unrevealed Heavenly Myſteries, had he not 
been altogether depriv'd of his Ourward Sight, 
and thereby made capable of ſuch continued Srre- 
nome, Inward: Speculations:' as he who has the uſe 
of his Bodily Eyes, cannot poſhbly become poſleſt 
with. Thx however muſt be Granted, as indubt- 


Etably true ; The bountiful Powers above, did more 
Jthan make him amends for their taking away 
his Sight, by fo Ilumining his Mind, as toenable 


him 99 compleatly. to fing of Matobleſs Beings, 
Matchle(s. Things, before unknown to, and evenun- 
thought of by the whole Race of Men; thus re- 
warding him for a Temporary Loſs, with an Eter- 
val Fame, of which Envy it felt ſhall not beabſe 


ever 
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[| ever to deprive this bef of Prcerns, {or its molt 


| Ing the Grandeur of his Aﬀions, you will diſco- 
P | yer at once Goodneſs enough to pardon me, and 

) 

| 

| 


| Tudicious Author. 
| | gs , 
bl Is this Faith 1 Subſcribe #1 folf,, || |, 
i} : 5 STIR, ; 
Oy ] 
bY | Yuurs, &Cc. X 
| 1 wg do | -Y e | ] 
[| | es I 
l To }. H. Eſq, In Anſwerto the Oueſti- | * 
| > . on, Who was the Greateſt Engliſh- ; 
\f Man. | | 
| | ; , 
| | S I R, NON | | 
1 Am extreamly ſenſible under how many dif- F 
j advantages I undertake the Reſolution of 
W your demand, 2vho was the greateft Engliſhman? | 
| And bur that I have this SatisfaQion left me, that NF ; 
_. where the Meanneſs of my Thought is-Inconſi- | 
| ſtent with the Eminency of his Virtues, and my [| 
| 111 management of the whole, looks like a leſſen. | 
| 
| 


to entertain an agreeable Opinion of my Heroe 3 
(but for this I ſay) I had not dard. thus'to ex- 
pole my own Weakneſs, andhis Worthinefs. 


S71R | 
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' T have pitch'd upon. Thomas Cromwell, Earl of 
Eſſex, and Viceregent of England, for this Man 


of Ten Thogſand: A Man, who by his Merit a- - 


lone raisd himſelf from the meaneit Condition, 
to the higheſt Honour: A Man in nothing an- 
happy, ſo much as -to have livd in the 
Reign of Herry the VIII, of whom it was 
truly faid, © That he never ſpar d Woman in þis 


Luft, or his beſt Favonrite in the Wrath, In whoſe 
. Chiefeſt Eſteem our Cromwell did yet a long time 
remain: Admird; by his Friends, dreaded by 
his Enemies, careſt by all, and in one Word ,: 


inveſted with a more Extenſive Power, than any 
Subje&t of England was ever before, or ſince 
polleks'd of He was born at Putney,/ in Surrey; 
where his Father liv'd, an honeſt Black{mith. In 
all the little Paſſages of his Youth, he diſcover'd 
an Adive' Tow'ring Diſpoſition, fond of Travel- 


ling, and covetous of Employments, much great-. - : . 


er than his Deſcent, or Education could pretend 
to; tho' Nature, the better, to qualifie him for 


. the Grandeur, to which he was deſignd, haden- 


dow'd him with an apprehenſive Wit, a diſcern- 
ing Judgment, a prodigious . Memory, a Florid 
Elocution, and a reſolute Sou], not to be diſcom-+ 
poſed by the greateſt Dangers. | 

By what helps he croſit the Seas, I know not; 


but there 1 find him in the Year 15 10. perfe&tin_ 


many Languages. and after-a while aflociating 


- himſelf ro ſome Perſons, deputed by the Town 
of Boſten, to procure them two Pardons, Le | 
. | wW iG ; % 
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which they had been long Solliciting in vain at 
Rome: Cromwell obſerving that the Delays causd 
. by the Pope's Minifters, proceeded only from their 


_  Griping Diſpoſition, reſolvid by. a #i:rStratzgem 
to effe& that, which'by Reafon and Importuni- 


ty he conld not: having one day prepar'd ſome 


delicious Jellies after the Engliſh manner, as the 


Pope was returning from Hunting, he approaah'd 
him wich theſe, and a Song, wherewith the O!d 
Father Fulins bzing extreamly delighted 3 upon 
Enquiry after theirBuſinefſs and Country, he im- 
mediately ſtamp'd their Pardons, and order'd *em 
2 Diſpatch, having firſt learnt the Manners of 
preparing a Diſh fo agreeable to his Holineſs's Pa- 
late. And this little Contrivance 1s the more 
remarkable ; for that the Court of Reme, which 
goes beyond all others in Intrigning, were hereby 
fairly Ourwitted:; He ſerved afterwards in the 
Duke of Bowrbon's Army at the Siege of Rome, 


_ and was in the Frexch Camp at the Defeat of 


Gatiflion ; as yet he had no true Senſe of Religi- 
on, tho' after his Journey to Reme, in which he 
got the New Teftament by Heart, he began to be' 
better acquainted with the Principles of Chriftia- 
zity.' Upon his Return into England, finding Car- 
dinal Wolſey the only Man inFavour,heenter'd into 
his Service,and advanced himſelf therein conſider-” 
ablyy by acquitting himfelf faithfully of all things, 
wherewith he was intruſted; here he diſcove:'d 
ſuch forwardneſs in the ſuppreſſing of ſeveral Mo- 
hefteries, given by the King to the Cardinal his 
Maſter for building Chrift's Colledge, Oxon 3 A 
u ca 
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that thereby he i'd himſelf fuch abundance 
of ill Will from the Swperfitious, as that after the 
Cardinals Fall, he was repreſented to the King, as 
the work of Men; and the King, the gore eaſi- 
ly credited, reports againſt him, becauſe with 
much Zeal, and as much Ingenuity he pleaded 
the Cardinals Cauſe in the Houſe of Commons, 
(of which he was then a Member) and this his Fi- 
delity, to his declining Maſter, is the more wor- 
thy Praiſe, for that 'cis rare indeed toſee any one 
ſtand by a Falling Favourite; 

When Cromwell felt'the Diffolation of Wolſey 
Family, heendeavour'd to get into the Kings 


Service ; which Sir Chriſtopher Hales, Maſter of 


the Rolls, and my Lord Ruſſell happily broughe 
about, tho'the King (as has been ſaid) was pre- 
pofſeft exceedin Aker diſadvantape: MyLord 
( with a Goodneſs inſeparable from his Family } 
carneſtly ſollicited his Promotion, not only out 
of Gratitude (Cromwell having fav'd his Life at 


- Bononia) but alſo becauſe he tound him moſt for- 


ward to promete a Reformation 11 Religion, to 
which his Lordſhip ſtood well afte&ed ; and it was 
one Great Argument, made uſe of to move the 
King ) to fayourhim, thathe was the moſt fit of 
all others to traverſe the Intrigues of the Pepiſh 
Clergy. The Kiry, after having admitted him to 
his Preſence, ask'd him fome Queſtions, and 
heard his Complaints againſt the moſt Entinenc 


Sticklers for the Popes Supremacys; and as a 


mark of his ſpecial Favour, he gave him the 
Ring from his Finger, and Ent him to the Con- 
UVocarion, 


(48) 

woecation, which he having the King's Signet bold 
ly entred, and ſeating himſelf among the Biſhops, 
to their great Amazement and Confuſion, - taxes 
them with ſuch Crimes as had bronght, them into 
ſuch a Pr@munire, as that thereby (ſays he) you 
have forfeited all your Goods, Chattels, Lands, 
and whatever other Benefits you are poſſeſs'd of, 
By this means heenrich'd'the King's Coffer with 
11884509, which theClergy had rais'd by Subſidy, 
that by A& of Parlament they might be quit- 
ted from the Premunire, into whichCromwell de- 

monſtrated they had run themſelves. | 
By ſuch ways he Ingratiated himſelf very much 
with the King, who now conferr'd the Honour of 
Kn:ghthood upon him, made him Maſter of the 
King's Fewel Howſe, and:ſoon after admitted him 
into the Privy Councel; 1524 he was made Maſter 
of the Rolls, and in the year 1527 he was inſtalFd 
Knight of the moſt Noble Order of the Garter, 
and afterwards Created Earl of Eſſex, and Lordij 
Great Chamberlain of England 3 and as the high- 
eſt Mark of the Kings Aﬀettion and Eſteem for 
him, he was conſtituted Vicegerent in the King's 
Abſence. Thus being raisd to the very Pinacle of 
Honour, like a Politic and Faithful Srate:man, he 
was continually ſtudying the Security of the Go- 
vernment; and the moſt proper methods for ſet: 
cling Peace and [Tranguility throughout the whole 
Kingdom 3 and in order hereunto, he reſolved 
upon Coreding the Vices of the Age, encourage- 
ing Vertue, eſtabliſhing Goed Orders, and re- 
forming Corruptions : And for that was meu | 
here 
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there would:not be wanting great Endeavours to 
ſubvert the Goyernment : | while Monafteries and 
fuch like Religions Houſes (thoſe Sources of vi- 
cious plotting Wretches, whoſe Intereſt.it was to 


adhere to.the Pepe) were not deſtroy'd, he in-' 


duc'd the King to ſuppreſs firſt Chauntries, then 
the ſmall Monaferies, and afterwards the Abbys, 
till all rhe Religious Fraternities of that fort in 
Englaud.were diſſolv'd, And that he 'mighrt-be 
ſure oi Succebs in his Reſolution. of ſettling the 
Reformed Religion, (of which he- was ,a zealous 
Aiſercer, (curing the Profeſſors thereof fromche 
Popiſh Biſhops Fury and Rage) he periwagss: ithe 
King to ally bimfelf to: ſome Protefant Prince'; 
and accordingly a Match was made. with the La- 
dy Ann, Siſter to the Prince. of Cleve, i.y whoſe 
Prote&ion the Prorefants were very much Em- 


boldn'd to a more public Profeflion-of their Reli- 


ion. Thus did he fortunately carry-on. the Re- 


| formation, to the larger growth, whereoſhe gave 
an extraordinary affiſtance, by obtaining trom 


the King a Grant for publiſhing the Bible in 
the Exgiiſb Tongue, whereby many were help'd 
todiſcern the Fallacies and Hereſies of the Raw:iſh 
Faith, who before had taken up with what Trath 
thePrieſ#s had put upon em. Who now are imjor- 
tunate for aConvecatzen,which the King ſummon'd 
to adjuſt Mattersof Religion ;; in this Aſlembly 


Cromwell takes place of all che Clergy, by the Ti- 
als of Vicar, General, and diſputes itrenuouſly for 
'the Proteffant Faith. But bis Zeal on this Ac- 
+. -£ount procur'd him not a few conſiderable Ene- 
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mies, of whom Biſhop Gardiner' ( the moſt ſuh- 
tle and inveterate of all others) was ſtill labour- 
ing to bring about his rain, which atlength, with 
a great deal of Joy he thought he ſaw a fic time 
for the accompliſhment of, and herein, indeed,he 
wasnot miſtaken. 'The King, by an inconſtancy, 
natural to him,was grown weary of his Queer,and 
his Love' was now plac'd upon the Lady Kathe- 
rine Hcward ; this Gardiner oblerving, took_the 
Liberty totell theKwg,that *twas abſolutely neceſ(- 
ſary for the Quiet of the Kingdom, and Security 
of the Succeflion, to have an Engliſh Queen 5 and 
at ſaine time, with 'abundance of Cunning, he 
inſtigaces the King againſt Cromwell, as the fole 
Caule of his unhappy Marriage with'Q. An ; and 
this fo wrought upon his Majeſty, (who was ever 
violent-in his Love and Hatred) that imagining 
. Cromwell was the only- Obſtacle to the Repudiati- 
on of his Wife, and 'his Match with Karberine, 
he fo khearkn'd to the Accuſations of his Exemzes, 
as to give Conſent that he ſhould be- Arreſted : 
And accordingly by the Duke of Norfolk he was 
Arreſted in the Council, Chamber, and committed - 
to the Tower, where he lay not long before he 
was attainted of High "Treaſon. Some of the Ar- 
ticles againſt him were, **© That he had diſperſed 
many Erroneous Books contrary to'the Faith of 
the Sacrament 3 thar he: had Licend . many 
Preachers, ſuſpe&ed of Herefie ; that he faid he 
would not turn to the Pope's Obedience, tho? the 
King turn'd ; but if the King did-turn, he would 
"fight in perion againſt himz and drawing out his 

Dagger, 
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Dagger, wiſh'd that might” pierce him to" the-- 
Heart if he ſhou'd not do it ; that hearing forte 
Lords were plotting againſt him, hethreaten'd 
he'd raiſe great Stirs in England. ' Tho?! accugd 
both- of High Treaſon and Herefie, his Enerties 
durſt not bring him to a Tryal; but againſt "all 
Lawand Fuftice he was condemn'd, while con- 
find to the Tower ; during his Imprifonment he 
requeſted one of the Commmiſſicners, ſent to treat 
with him,to carry from him a Letter to the King; 
which he refaſing with paſfion,- and ſaying he'd _. 
carry no Letter from a Traytor : Cromwell ask'd him 
only to deliver a Meſlage from him, and upon his 
Conſent. © You ſhall recommend me to the: 
* King, (lays Cromwell) andlet him underſtand 
*'that by that time he hath fo well tryd yor, 
© and thoroughly prov'd you, as T have done, he 
© ſhall find you as falſe a Man,as ever cxmeabour 
* him. In all his adverſity he was patient to a 
Miracle ; and when on the 28th of Ju/y he was 
brought to the Scaffold, and beheaded on Tower- 
Hiil, he behav*d himfelt with all the Gallantry 
and Conſtancy of a Refolv'd Chrif;an. ' He m- 
rr'd fervent Prayers, and made a'ſhort Speech, 
wherein he ſaid he dy'd in the Catholic Faith, 
meaning thereby no more ( as from - his whole 
Life, 'and even at his Death; wherein he usd no. 
Popiſh - Ceremony, it mult be concluded) than that 
he'dy'd in the true Chriſtian Catholic Faith, Thus: 
fell this Great Man, and with him for a long time 
 did'the Reformation ſeem to lie dead ; his Death, 
who was tlie chief” ÞÞ/?riment in it, putting fuch & 
02 by itop 
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ſtop to that imperſe&t work, that not Craumen 


himſelf, in that King*sReign,:cou'd ever afterwards \ 


gain any Ground for it : Ties acne did it decline, 
for ſeveral Preachers of the Reformed Religion 
were burnt in a ſhort time after 3 by all which, it 
appears, how great a Loſs the Church fuſtain'd, in 
being depriv'd of ſo able and powerful a Meme 
ber, . who more, than any, oppos'd -himfſelf with 
Great Zeal againlt the Impudences and Contri- 


vances of the Pope's Subtle and Malicious Agents, 


- I ſhall not tire your patience, if Lrecite a paſ» 
ſage or two of this. Breve Adav's extraordinary Ge- 
nerolity. | It is but too common for; thoſe, who 
look with the greateſt Contempt upon ſuch,who/ 
have moſt obligd them; but our Cromwe// in the 
full Enjoyment:of all his Dignities, bore himſelf 
with a Moderation,peculiar to himſelf. Witneſs his 
taking notice of a poor Woman,who kept a Vittu- 
alling-Houſe, and had formerly: truſted him to 
the value of 4 s. whom eſpying, as he was riding 
thro' Cheap/ide, he order'd to be calld tohim and 
after. having acknowledg'd-the Debt, he ſenther 
to his Houle; .diſcharged that, and gave her an 
Annual Penſion of Fowr Pound, and/a Livery during 
Life. But what follows is much more remarka- 

ie; As he was riding with fome Nobles to the 
King's Palace, he faw one footing it.in the Streets, 
whom he thought he knew,. immediately ord'ring 

his. whole Train to await him ; he lights off his 
Horſe, upon Enquiry, finding him the Man he 


from a low degree, are raisd to a high Eſtate, to: 


took him for, he embraces the Mean Stranger; - 


and 
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and to the Wonderment of all about him, irvvites 
him-to Dinner : his haſt.at that time prevented a 
longer ſtay; and therefore: he left, 'the' amazed 
Stranger, who Enquiring his! Nanie of 'my Lird's 
Attendants, began to be trouble wich the refle- 
ions: which this wnexpeFed. 4reident gave him, 
Cromwell, who had ſtay'd ſome: time: with the 
King, at his returmhome, finds him attending'in 
the Court Yard, where again Embracing himg he 
takes him to his Table, and after fome time'firnding 
the Lords who accompanied: hin,” no leſs ſurpriz'd 
at:hisCondeſcention than was the Stranger : heſmakes 
'em: this Relation 3 ou wonder to ſee-me thus Oblipinp, 
but yog will be more ama%' d when 1 tell you T arw'nrort 
Indebzed to this Very Man, than to the whole World 
beſide 3 for after the defeat of Gitillion , I cawe'fo 
Florence /o needy, that being forced to beg an Alms, 
this Worthy Merchant My. Francis Frefcobald' ſeeing 
I know not what in my Face that pleas d bim upon En 
quiry of hat Country 1 was, pitying me in my Ne- 
ceſſity, he took me home, and gave me a Suit of Ap> 
parrel, a Horſe and 16 Ducats of Gold to bear my 
Expences to England 3 and'now turning him mh 
to Mr. Freſcobald, And what,Dear Friend, (ſays 

bas brought you hither ? The generous Merchant after 
he had recover'd himſelf out of the amaze tt is 
happy- Providence caſt him into, told him, That 
he was become ſo Poor by his vaſt Lofſles, that of 
all the Wealth he formerly enjoy'd, but 15000 
Du«cats wereleft him, and they were Owing him 
here, and hard tobe Got too: Cromwell, after he 
he had obtain'd a Liſt of his Debtors; ſent a Ser 
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.. vant of his own, :in'his Name, to Demand thoſe 


Sams for the Merchant : Afﬀer Dinner., taking his 
' Friewd apart, he gave him firſt 16 Ducats for thoſe 
he had receiv'd; then 10 for his Apparrel, and r6 
more for his Horſe, and at laſt he Gave him Four 
Bags, cach quanitity 400. Dwcazs for Intereſt : after 
all, che paſſionately requefted his ſtay in England, 
offeritg to lend him 60000 Ducars for 4 Years to 
Trade withal ; but Freſcobald having by Cromwell 
Authority, obtain'd all his Money (preferring be- 
fore all his Native Country) after a thouſand. Ac> 
knowledgements made him, returnd for Florence, 
with'a' xe Senſe of this ſo Extraordinary and Ge- 
#erous Entertainment. 2 a 

But I am afraid, Sir, I grow too much upon 
your Patience, and -therefore will ſhut up with 
the Charatter Archbiſhop Cranmer gave him in a 
Letterto the King .on his Behalf—— 1 bawe found 
Clays he) that my Lord Cromwell has always low/'d 
| you, above all things, and Serud you with ſuch Fide- 
tity, and Succeſs, that I hbeljeve no King of England 
bad Ever a better Miniſter, and it is my Wiſh, that 
your Majelty may find a Counſellor 2bo both can 
and will diſcharge his Trult as my Lora Cromwell 
bath done. 

But alas, nothing could: move, that- Inexorable 
Prince, who rather than forego his unlawful Luf 
to the Lady Howard (whom be dar'd not Marry 
. While Cromwell liv'd) Sacriticed this his Darling 
Favorite. And tho! it adds Greatly to my Lord 
Cromwels Fame, that after his Death, he was 
molt paſſionately bewail'd by the King, who fre: 
h | quently 
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nently-cry'd out for his Cromwel]. Yet was fot 

his a due; Reparation to England for the Loſs of 
ſuch an Extraordinary Man. whoſe Virtues were {0 

Singular, his Services lo Signal, both tothe Nation 

in General,”.and to the Reformation in particular: 
whoſe Zeal to God was ſo True, whoſe Temperance 
fo Conſtant in all Conditions;-who (in one word) 
was poſſeis'd of a Courage ſo undaunted,.and a Fi- 

delity fo rare,- that I make no doubt you will with 

me Conclude,.a Man-Endow'd with all theſe, 
and many. more Excellent Qualifications , well de- 
ſerves the-Title of the Greareſt Engliſhman, which 

therefore I affix to Thomas Cromwel; the Great Earl 
of Eſſex., and fo conclude, 


S 1-R, 
Yours, &C: 
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 Cloe to Urania, againf Womens. being | 


| Learnd. 


Have, my dear Urania , fo ill defended che 
the Cauſe you always eſpouſe, that Ly/ander 
has convinc'd me that - Learning is not for our 
Sex; bur before I make an entire delivery of my 
Judgment tohis Arguments ; I thought fit 'to ſend 
them, as well as I can NN them, to Uranie, 
4 S 


(56) 
to ſee what influence they*ll have on her and 
how ſhe'll defend the Pont againſt an'Opponent, 
ſhe has often ſo well handVd without-one, | 

Lyſander will have it, 'That Learning in common 


Prudence" ought -by 'rhe Men to: be -deny'4-us 37 


ſince it wou'd not enfly make ws proud, and im-" 
perious , and afpire'to the command over Mens 
which, as we might by ſach Auxihiry- force eaſily- 
obtain,” the Charms 6f the Body alone” giving us. 
t00 great'an Aſcendant over Men ; ſo:weſhoud' 
not- want the deſire of obtaining it ;having got: 
the means. ' Secondly: , That ſines ,” as: be will 


have it, we were deſign'd by God for Obedience; 


not Rule; to- be inſtruted by ' our Husbands 
and to ſtudy only Houſhold Afﬀairs, it wou'd be 
Impious to raiſe us from the Office Nature had 
allotted us,: to a Nobler Station. Thirdly, That 


Learned Women are ſeldom Chaſt, Learning dil-- 


poſing*em to Inconſtancy, and Infidelity to their 
Hu$bands in longing for foreign Embraces, and 
that betwixt a Womans Deſire and A, there is 
nothing but Opportunity, 50 7 #8 

his , in ſhort, is the «Subſtance of what-he 
urg'd © tho? with more advantageous Circumſtan- 
ce3 of a fine turn of.words, :atd ſeveral Examples 
to confirm his Afﬀertions, which whether true or' 
falſe; I cannot determine. --But one thing I muſt 
nor forget; that he much urg'd a - Book call'd, 
Adviceto a Daughter; the Authority of which was 
rao .much'-Eftabliſh'd :for me to : Condemn. LF 


leave the whole to the Judicious,, and-Ingenious 


Urania,.whom I, and ev'ry one muſt own the beſt 
RET Ee: __ .: Advocate 
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| Supports, as he has produc'd. And F'm confident, 
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Advocate for our Sex. 'But cho' Ill never-difpute 
that Prize with 'yow,7 yet I ſhall / always that of 
which of us is the beft Friend, and' you muſt cor- 
fe(s; chat I am without reſerve your Sincere, and 


, . 
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An: Anſwer to tbe foregoing Letter in 
'© Defence of Womens being Learn'd. 


" URANIAto CLOE. 


| Kennel yours,” my Charming Cle , the be- 
L ginning of the aft Week, but the: Niceneſs of 
the Subje&, wou'd not permit me to ſend you 
an immediate Anſwer, beingtoo mnch, at thar 
time, taken np with other Aﬀairs; but having 
now got an Hour to'my ſelf, I ſhall curforily con- 
ſider the weight of Lyſauder's Obje&jons. 

: Lyſander, I muſt confefs, is a Man of a great 
deal of Wit, and delivers his Arguments on any 
Subject wirh that addrefs, that they Los much 
fronger from his Mouth , than in Writing ; yee 

I muſt affure you, nothing I have yet ſeen of his 
carries fo little weight, as what you have ſent me ; 
which ſhews how bad a Cauſe he had undertaken, 
ſince it cou'd only furniſh him with ſuch weak 


your 
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your Love for Lyſander, bribd your Judgment to + 


is ſide, 'which. you have too much of to ſubmit 
to ſuch feeble Reaſonings. -— -- To 
| Learning , be tells you , will add freſh Pride to 
our Sex, and kindle an Ambition in ut of Comman-: 
ding over that of Mean , which we fhoud certainly 
—__ aſſiſted with ſo powerful an Auxiliary, ſince 
with theſe Charms Nature has beftow'd on our Bodies, 
2wepo fo far alrtady,” and diſcover @ deſire of aw abſo- 

lute Maſtery... | | 
This is ſo Cobweb, and Vulgar:a Sophiſm, that 
I'm amaz'd to hear it from the: Mouth of .Ly{an- 
der. * Is he Ighorant of the Nature of Learning ? 
or, is he not very ſenſible that it teaches one to 
know ones ſelf ? the conſequence of which muſt 
certainly, in any Woman of ſenſe, produce H1- 
mility, not Pride: It farniſhes us. with Maſculingy 
nay, Divine Thoughts, that are equally ſervice- 
able to our, ſelves, and Husbands, It makes- us 
contemn the. deſigning Flatteries of Men, when 
they deifie thatBeaunty, which vaniſhes in a mo- 
ment, and which Fools preſerve with ſo much 
Care, for a Bair, and Snare to both their own 
and their Admirers Ruin. Learning teaches. }/- 
dom, which can never render us fo oppoſiteto the 
Eſtabliſh'd O:conomy of the World, as to make us 
oncethink ſo wildly,.as to.attempt the inverting 
ſo prevalent, and inveterate a. Cultom as the So- 
veraignty of the Men. Beſides, Nature has 
form'd us too weak , to effe& a Revolution that 
depends on the Force, and Strength of Body, as 
well as Mind 3 fince Politics are meer uſeleſs The- 
ories, 
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ories, without Able:Hatds to: put *em in Execu- 
tion. But :if we-muſt needs ſuppoſe this: mighty 
Revolution effetted,, who: wou'd not- be willing 
to-be Subje&t 'to-fo agreeable:aiPower, in which. 


Wiſdom, and; Beauty join'd,”: But,' my Cle, does 
| Lyſander forget: that a great matiy Women: with- 


out Learning,dire& their 'Husbands, and; have a 
very awful influence over.thetn:;3' but Learning. 
wou'd qualifie.. that: extraordinary Aſcendant; -by 
making that Retional, which was before only the 
blind Efte&t of Paffion and Fondneſs. + 

Lyſander's Second Objeion; That Women. were 
by their Creator deſign d for DbeDience ot Rule; 
to be infrutted by their Hirshands not to inſtrattthem ; 
end to Study nothing but their Houſhold Aﬀairs.>—— 
Partly depends:of what has been-faid to the: farl?. 
Tho!, by the way, Ly/ander-makes a little bold 
with the Secrets of the Almighty.in that Aſſertion, 
tho' I confeſs; the Curſe that was. laid on Eve for 
her Tranſgreflion, - might 'give; him occaſion. to 
ſay fo, tho? it prove dire&ly the contrary, 'as. my 
Viridomar, has formerly obſery'd ; for if Woman 
was created the Subjea., and Vaſlal of Man, it 
had been no Paniſhment to've inflited that Sub- 
je&ion on her. - | 

Bute, my Cle, I think *cis evident, that Learn- 
ing will not leflen that Obedience it reaches themz 
which will therefore make them practice it as a 
Duty of Reaſon, nor Cuſtom,and Impoſition, two 
weighty and provoking Motives of Oppoſition. 
As to the Second Branch of this Objection, viz. 
That we are #0 be inſtrudvfed._ by our Hwusbands, &ce. 
7 Learning 
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Leanihg fave) 2\Husband-that's'Capable; the La» = 
ir ure ar Husbind that is not;- the Shame of 


prting what -he&snot able.co-perform 5; And 
by ging yur Havre? Emulation of his Wives Virtues; 

im endewour,'not to. be-out-done by a 
Woman; 'in Ma culine', and Rational Excellencies 
by improving his: Mihd with Nobler Qualificati» 
ons;'and not wholly devote himfelf to ſuch ſordid 
Employments, and Diverfions; whicl [are gene- 
rally the whole -' Buſineſs and Entercainment- of 


_ roo many Gentlemen 1 mean, the Bottle, the 


Whore: the' Dice, with "Hunting ,” Hawking, Cure 
ſoup), ind the'reſtof tar wrerdhed Train , ry if 


chey-were:born never tothink. 
F come: now to Lyſander's laſt eftion,which 


1 indeed the moſt infamous of all:the Scandals 


he endeavoursto throw'on Learned Women, wiz. 
that. their Knowledre makes 'em ſeldom C haſt, and 


 bretds in em wandring Defires._——— Were this true; 
| 4 muſtown it a very/Sabſtantial/ ent, and 
E ſhou'd yield that all my Sex ſhou'd'be kept from | 


the uſe of Books as cautiouſly, as Madmen from 
Fdge-Tools. But, my Cle, the Afﬀlertion is too 
"general to be true, to which 1my A&aF cou'd bring 
not a few Exceptions. The ry aan heproduc'd; 
tho? you doubt, -yet to.pleaſe bimFll admit, ſup- 
poſing therefore-that ſuch and ſuch Learned Wo- 
men have been Whores, it ſtill remains, that he 
prove this was the effe&t of their Learning, nor 
Nature, and that if they had not been rage 
thay wou'd not a* been Whores. ' A Task, not 
eaſily. perform'd. Bit ſince-a bolb-Afſertion is no 


proot 


& 7 wD2.. 


2 a, YYv7WTOYp OD ONE I OT TC 


WS Bb c<wnoOmH=a.,zf 


(6x) $ 


proof of any thing, it ma 


thoſeWomen, who,tho? Learnd;ateWhores wou'd 
be -much more; proſtitute. without it ; - for'tho? 
thoſe Inclinations, Nature and Conſtitution have 


pirea 'em, are not always entirely overcome by 


and reducd: to. a.greater Moderation. - ? Tis not 
to be deny'd;. That Learning being very uncame- 
mon in Wetnan, - when tis found in one, it draws 
a.more Numerous Train of Addrefles from-the 
Men ; but were it more common, they wau'd 
by'being divided, be more eafily: reſiſted :-Nay, 
the very Motive wou'd 'be:taken away, by: the 
commonnels of Learned Women, the rarity -'of 
which, is the chief bait on theſe occaſions, . - - 
Having thus run through Ly/ander's formidable 
Troop of Arguments, I ſhall add a pleaſant Fancy 
of my own, which is, That the, PraQice of a&- 
mitting Women to the Arts and . Sciences, : wou'd 


convince the Inftidels of - the Fewiſh and: Turkiſh 


Perſwaſion,. that Women have Souls, ſince they 


were not wholly taken up. with the Ornamenc, 


and care of the Body only, and. then we mighe 
hape anequal Share in the Paradice of Mahomet, 
with the Men, and not be ſhut out of the Syna- 
gogue by the -Rabbi's: | 
But that I may wholly obviate all your Seru- 
Jes, I ſhall ſay. one word now. to that celebrate@ 
dk of the Advice to « Daughter, deſigning. at a 
better opportunity to give a fuller Anfwer-to a 
Book I have very licfle Eſteem for. \ 
cam 


with an oppoſite.. I ſhall: dre affirm, 'Thas 


raings..yetarethe violence of them regulaced, 


d. 


(63) 
. F can never adniitthatan implicit Faith is more 
excuſable in our Sex;'than in his; becauſe I can 
by no «means "diſcover, that what. he advances 
carries ariyi thirig:'of Reaſon with"it. Thele are 
his Words; —1:3-? Dons e935 | 


. As to your partieulas Faith keep to the Religion that 
33 grown up with you; 'both as it #' the het mn it ſelf, 


and that the Reaſon of ſtayng in it" on that - Account, 


#* ſomewhat ftronger for your Sex, than it will perhap} 


be allow'd to be for-ours, in reſpect. of the voluminous 


' Here you find'a flouriſh of words indeed, but 
in my - poor opinion , no very weighty Senſe. 
Fhe ſtreſs of the'whole lyes on a falſe ſupporrt ; 


I mean; the corrupt Cuſtom'of the'Age 3 which, 


he ſays, will nos Expect Our reading,and ſearch 
after the'moſt MareriaFof Truths; that this Lifeis 

ive us for; if-Truth be obfcurd by fo many 

olames, 'tis the -fault of thoſe in whoſe hands it 
has'fo- long beet reſerv'd. If ir be a Truth that 
is  alſo- neceſſary - for -our Future Happinefs 
to” be rightly inform'd in ; *tis certainly equally 
our Duty toenquire into it ; and they are to blame 
who deprive us'ot the ficteſt meats; Learning : 
and it it be an incumbent Duty, twill be bar a 


, weak,and poor Excuſe for centinuing in an Error, 


becauſe we were bred In one; Beſides, this wou'd 
hold on all fides,and muſt of Conſequence be very 
fallacious ; and I muſt rieeds:add;' That whatever 


Figure a Lady wou'd mike, by the Dire&ion of 


. Chis Advice, in the Court, ſhe wou'd make but a 
wy rety 


Enquiries into Truth by reading, are leſs expetted from 


you 


af wg pop ww R9D was Lc ma <a cz. ic. uu. « 
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very,indiflerent qne in Reaſon. . But *tis eviden, 
that he is not ity earneſt, when' a little after he 


preſcribes a quite.contrary Rule — Let: me re- 


commend to. you (lays he). « Method.of bring Rightly 
inform'd, which v={ never fail wt 6 thu —— 
, and praftice Airtur, 8&c: 
Now how ſhe ſhoud »get this Underſtanding he 
leaves her, and us in the Dark 3 tho T am conſhi- 
dent it can never be obtain'd to a degree of 
being Ripbtly infornsid without'Learning ; unleſs 
he wou'd have it by Infſpiration,' which I humbiy 
cy is none of the moſt folid Alnderſtan- 
in our . | | | 

Bue my as Friend, I have detain'd yon 
too long - this bout to fay any more. on this Sub- 
je&, or Book, when we meet Ill give you more 
of my Sentiments, which- _—_ cou'd make 
me fo free of imparting; but the PleaſureThave 


/to' pleaſe ſuch a Friend 3 tho? I ſhall never yield 
to you in ſincerity, or any other Duties that are 


—_ 


ow'd to Che, by' IO 
_ + " Her faithful Friend, 


. - - Urania- 
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Some Re fleStions ond, Ry mer* D ; Short 


View a” Tragedy, hay an Attempt 
at 4 Vindication. /. SHAKESPE. 


in an Eſfjay 
DRYI 'EN Ef .. 


\S R 
: Ao. « Me. two Book ma 


Abi 3 tg 


rable Shakeſpear y. 1 "E 
had gat a Champion mar 
not doubting,but Mr. Dam Wwou 'd as eff; Staal 
confute our Hyperoritic-inx this. as all Meri m 
graft he has, in what he. Attempeed in his Inpar- 
tial Critice.'-\ + 

But expe&ing thus long, without bearing any 
farther of it ; I concluded fone other more im- 
portant, or at leaſt mare agrecable buſineſs, had 
diverted him from it ; or that he thought it an 
rnntceſſary Undertaking, te perſwade the Town of 
a Truth it already receiv'd ; or to give any -far- 
ther Anſwer to a Book, that 'carry'di its own Con- 
demnation in' its ſelf: However, fince I find 
fome build an Aſſurance on this General Silence of 
all the Friends of Shakeſpear, that Mr. Rymer's Ob- 
jetions are unanſwerable ; I refolv'd to beftow 
.&wo or three days. on' an Effay to prove the con- 
frary: 


deeded JOHN 


- came to my 
ke - pans 
it, more to -ſhew ,m than m 
pr finding Mr. Denus Tad almoſt fa 
mis'd the World: a Varocy bg .of the-Incompa- 
e Deſign, ſince he 
Ck to. _- Youths : 


— — fas E.A ci © CT: os aus; PF" LA TY REY —— ce. 


"nm FA wy ww ws A, v3. 3A 


bh, ws PF vt qui bot flo 


(65), 


 trary : Which. may. at- leaſt bring this. advantage 


to the Cauſe, to convince the, World: how. very 
good it is, when one of my ability, in;lo little 


time, have ſo much to ſay tor. it, and. that with- 


out going through the whole. Defence, -.... 
Lindeed, like the moſt indifferent Counſel,make 

the Motion, but leave more. able Heads. to Plead 

the Cauſe. One great SatisfaQion,I have(however 


I ſucceed) is, that I ſpeak before a Judge thact is 


the beſt Qualify'd to decide a Controvertie of this 


Nature, that ever England produc'd; for in you, 
Sir, - The Poet, and The Crirsc meet in their bigheſt 
PerfeQon ;..and, if the Crzze diſcover. the Faults 
of Shakeſpear, The Poet will alſo ſee, and admire 
his Beauties, and P<rfe&ions. For as you have 
Learning, and ſtrong Judgment to diſcern his 
leaſt Tranſgreflions , fo have you a Genius that 
can reach bis Nobleſt Flights ; and a Juſtice that 
will acknowledge his Delerrs : And werethere no 
other Arguments to be way in bis Vindication, 
it wou'd be more, than ſufficient to deſtroy:all 
his weak Antagoniſt has huddld together againſt 
him, that you give him your Approbation, /This, 
Sir, is really my Opinion, and I'm ſure the moſt 
ſenſible Lovers of-Poetry will ſide with me in it ; 
and ſecnre me from the Inputation of being. fo 
fooliſhly vain, to'think I Can flatter You, when 
[ ſpeak'of your JPOetry, your IttDgment, goa 
your Tando2 5 fince whatever can be faidon We 
Subje&, by any one below Mr. D2pDen's 
lities, wou'd be but a very faint Shadow, of, the 
Mighty Panegyric of your Name alone, EN 74 
© 
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The Method 1 ſhzll obſerve in theſe Refle#;on; 
(for my time will nbtpermie me to bring ſo con- 


 fagd a Chavs into'a more regular Form) will bs 


firſt to run 'bver the Pages of his Book as they lye, 
and give you forme Animadvet fions in,part of thoſe 
Abfardiries they coneain ;for to examine all,wou'd 
ſwell tny Letter into a Volume, and be five hun. 
dred times as big as'the Text, like a certain Re: 
verend 'Dr. on "Fob. Next , I ſhall atterript 2 
Vindication of Shakeſpear,where he more for- 
metly attaques him. ' * 


/In the firſt, I hope you'll forgive me; if $1 if 


him with'no more Refpe&, than kedoes Shake: 
tpear or Pou 2 And'in the latter, T hope you 
will atthit © Recrimimations on 'thoſe Patterns, he 

ropoſes to us for 'the Teſt, of Shakeſpear's 

aus, 'as a ſofficient Anſwer 'to what he Magi- 
fierially lays down, as Self-Evident, with a Scorn- 
ful,” tho? Clamſy Feſt, without any other Reaſon 
to confirm it; if not_43 a Demonſtration of that 
Injur'd Poet's 'Excelletice. [And that we may 
from thence conclude with Mr. Rymer (as he bas 
it in his, Preface to Rapin) fince his Standards of 
B:rfeMion are equally culpable, That-rhe greate# 
Wits, both" Modern, and. Ancient , ſometimes ſlip, and 


' reliable to Cavils : And by conſequence, that all 


his Pains were needl<fs to bring Shakeſpear in- 
to'that Number, fnce his greateſt Admirers ever 
cattfe(s'd he had Faults : Tho' no Man but himſelf, 
I believe, ever Robd him of all Excellence ; and 
I muſt ſay; That moſt that he produces are meer 
Cawis,. and convitt bim 'of being one of thoſe 

Critics, 


”" | wn, ite man < Mo. ww 


2 wot, 
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' CAtict, that life Waſps rather: annoy the Bee's; than 
+\.»But,, indeed; the Lovers .6f elpeat:may 
- well forgive:the Author of | £4ger, and this: Shar: 
: wew of Tragedy, whatever he-can fay-againt his 
Excellence and Genius ; ſince being his: Oppoſite, 
-zis no wonder/his Mind's mot tapacious-:encugh 
-to Comprehend, nor his/Taft Poetical enovghvto 
_relfh-the Noble Thoughts which: the Ingetions 
—_ admir'd--in Shakelpear ever fince- the 
MVT If, P.1 | L VION i, £V If 
{> Ie has been the Fate of moſt Crigicson Poetry, 
-to Err in thoſe Things they' Condemn in ochers, 
-or to.diſcover: by their Writing; how:ill qualify'd 
they are to julge of any thing, butthe Regularity 
of. .the Strufture of a Poem, which the'Known 
Rules of Art furniſh them with, the chief forma- 
:tion-of - a Poet being wanting 5 Nature denyin 
' them theDiwitemVenam, Wotronus Arbiter, 
:fo1evere on Lacan, and Sexecs (for on them'he 
reflects in his Satyricen) kept not-clear of-thatyin- 
natural Aﬀe&tation he conderand in them.” Fe- 
feph and Fulius Scaliger (as Rapin obſerves) had 
che Art, but wanted the ſupply of Nature.when 
they attempted Poerry. But Mr. Rymer , in any 


- thing he-has yet publiſh'd, has:not he leaſt ſha- 


-dow of pretente-to the Excellence. of either of 
theſe. Petronius-had 1#ir, had Fire, a Genius, 

- and Language; ani tho the Scaligers were not Po- 
ets, yet had they the Merits of pretty.good Crs- 
"tics; but'this:Gentleman tas ſcarce producd ene _ 
Criticiſm, that'is not ts" AE Rafin, Dacizr, 
CAL F: 2 OL 


m—_ 
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«or. Boſſz,;and miſ-apply'd to Shakeſpear. And 
-to the River 3ainds,. he diſcovers not t 
: granted a-very.incompetent Judge of ſuch a Poet 


for his Poetry,from the Heroic Tragedy of Edgar 
{ he calt 
 Geniusz: hor Taſt ef it; and therefore muſt be 


as Shakuſpear 18. | 

Some of my Friends, whoſe Authority was ve- 
ry 'great with me, 'wou'd needs have me examine 
Edgar 3-but there were two things that obſtru- 


| Red my complyance with trhem—The Firſlt,That 


it was fo abominably ſtor'd with Opium, that 


. cou'd not poſſibly keep my Eyes-open to read 
.3t attentively ;. The other, That *twas ſuch a Ban- 
'ter in it ſelf on-- Poetry and ſenſe, that all the 


pains I cou'd take about it, woud be only to give 
him the vanity'of imagining it worth any Man's 
taking Notice of. 

- The Piece now under our Confideration is in a 
Vein ſomething more merry, and uncommon ; 
for.tho” *tis frequent enough to meet with a dull 
Poetaſter for a Poet; yet *tis ſomething more rare 
to encounter a jolly. Droll for a Critic. Tho?, that 
with the abundance of 1] Nature, Conceit, and 


- Afe&ation of appearing a Scholar, is the Vehicle 


that carries off bjs/ Nonſence , with as ill Judges of 


. that, as he is of Poetry, and makes -them take it - 
_ for an extraordinary Thing : and this will make 


the better excuſe for my examining how very 
Monſtrous a Fantorz "tis, that is ſet out in fo for- 
midable an Equipage: 

'To paſs over the Epiſtle Dedicatory, Which like 


. Bays us Prologues, may ſerve as well for any other 


Book 


Px - - 4-13-32: 
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Book as this, nay a—and for aty other Lord too» '; 
as well as the Noble Lord?*tis addrefs'd to (whoſe ; 
generous Patronage of af! that have any Meri . 
in the Republic of Letters,' ought to have ſecur'd - 
him from ſuch a Prophanation) - And whats . 
more, willdo eery jot as well, for an Advertiſc- / 
ment to the Courteous Reader, as for an Epiſtle .. 
Dedicatery, it being a Medly.of Stuff without Co- 
berence, Deſign , or Exgliſh. But to.examine all - 
that's Eſnintelligible, falſe Engliſh, and « abſurd, wov'd 
be an Herculzan, Labor, and extend my Conſide- 
rations to eery Line; I ſhall begin with the 
Work its ſelf, not els abrapt,; or inconſiſtent. 
He begins with the Neceflity of a Chorzs, urge ; 
ing,” That, 'as 'ewas the the Original, fo 'tis the. 
moſt Eſſential part of a Tragedy, becauſe it keeps ' 
the Poet, tothe Unities of time, and place: Bur 
tis evident, from. the Supplients of Euripides (as 
you, Sir, have formerly obſerv'd)and from Racines 
Heſter, (as Mr. Dennis has nated) that the Cho- 
rus does not neceſlarily do what Mr: Rymer pre- 
tends ; nor was it at all in Horace's Thoughts, if 
we may judge of them by the Precepts he gives 
about it in his Art of Poetry. | 
But Mr. Dennts having evidently clear'd this 
Point, I ſhall ſay no more of it ; but that if, as 
our Critic contends, 'cis the Poet*s incumbent Du» 
ty to gratifie the Eyes, as well as Ears 3 this muſt 
be' done” without offending againſt Natzre, and 
Probability , as the Choras does. (which is abun- 
dantly prov'd' by the Jmpartial Critic). Bur 
by thoſe who have a _ neceſlary Reiation » 
3 the © 


\ 


(Ge) 


ths-Adtion' ahd Fable; the Serarers of Venice ans: 


Orbillsy whom be'refleds on 4 tho', as they'have/ 
not '$& iftroUned) withour theit Habirs, which: 


Duty of &ery Pod. withonr-the help of fo foreign,! 
and\finatural 4 Thing'ss a Chorgr, © 1 

"The $4. and 4th. Page are aloft vrfintelligible;;\ 
and 4r-orvis- purpoſes otie Paragraph wikh-ancs" 
thets for tis wilt have je, That the wptds of Shake" 
ſpear 46 hor ſet" off the Attion, and thehi of a 
IiIdaiti- he cotjeludes the contrary, that they dos, 
Next, P. 6. ls has tn. admirableterch , to ptove/ 
that Projunciation i535 notable Pthicles tw carry off 
Nonſenſe,” by ſhewihg that it fer-off the Sehſe of: 
Demoſthenes. -'Tis granted, 'Thar'z goo and: 
true Projunicidtion; is great help” to'Senſe , be-! 
cauſe ir fets it ivies'proper Light; as ill repeating 
fets it in a falſe ne, and makes loſeits Juſtres 
as Martial ſeriſibly obſerves to Bidbntinus: 3 2238 


f .Quein recitas mers eff, Fidentitie;hbellns, 

© Sed Neale dunreetitas intipit efſt twns. 

* But it ſeems'to me, Thatthe Reaſon,” which 
makes Good Pronutciation ſet off Scigſe j\miift rake 


| Nonſerice more viſible; for the giving/t'ery Word, 


and-' Sentence its true -Emphdfis, rnuſt take the 
blunder more obviotis; to eventhoſe, who in-rHe 


Reading wou'd perhaps over-look'|/ © I grant;chatÞ- 
the Ponip of the Theatre may, perhaps, doll the 
edge of our Judgment , but *Pronimeiativs TeveN 
6-3 : « ; gh vi © 4 ; Can. 


ord that Gratifications eb5:<h9 Eye he makes the! 
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rs 'But:were. all - this true, I. can't” find that 


eſpear falls jufily: under his Cenlurey as tg 
3. for; he affirms, That Shaw, Aion, 
Pronunciation, loſe their force under 4 rious 
yet afrer ſuch a Penafat; Sha 


tee 
ſtill maintain, bis. Reputation wich the grhs- 


tek Geniuss our, Nation, has produc'd. in 
us "gn gat is: _ built on thoſe 
UPPOrts iynate Worth; and. by Conſequence 
<a incoherent buſtle 1s to very herle: pur- 
pole 

| But the next Proof of the power of Shew, 
Attion , and Pronunceation, is extreamly merry. 


op 4 4 He tells us, That Cardinal Richelieu.was by 


them influenc'd-in his mighty Approbation of 
\the Tragedy of Sir Thomas Meer, tho! there were 
neither Poetry, nor Senſe in it. Yet were not 
theſe abie to byaſs his nice Taſt-to favcur the Cid 
of Corneil (who had more of a Poet, than orie of 
our Fleczo's Claſs). which places the Cardinal in 
the Majores Numero, of the Diviſion of Juvtges 
made by Horace , clear contrary to our Critic's 
intention. Well, I muſt ſay- this for him, That 
tho” his Reaſons and Obſervations are far from irre- 
fragable, yet his Rambles are admirable and un- 
accountable from.a Comical Harangue againſt Ope- 
ra's, P. 9, Io, 11, 12. he runs to Verſe burleſq; 
and how long it had been in aly before it pale 
the Alps, I ſuppoſe, to Thew us he had read Re- 


. liſſon, quoted in the Margin , for the Devil a-bit 


had it to do with the Buſineſs i in hand. Thence 
with another leap, he jumps back again te «/£{- 
4 cbylus 


C29) 


ebylus his Perſians; propoſing it for a-Model pro- 


portion'd'' to our Engliſh Capacities. '-Of which; 
Pape the 3th. having drawn inimitation in the 
Spaniſh Expedition" of 1588. our.Tyeg £4d didaſcu- 


-lws dubsit the Jhvinctble Armado: His dravght 


indeed- is very nice” and! circutnftantial, in the 
very {trious, and at'the ſame time-extreamly Ri- 
diculous Account of -- all the Incidents -of this 
Draught to the very Beards of the Spaniſh Gran- 
dees ;:the Funs of Tar: Barrtlt for the Heretics 3 
and the ſquabling of the Cabinet Council, about 
Preferments not yet in their Power. - And is it 
not asgreat an Error in Manrers, as any Shake- 
(pear is-guilty of in the worſt of his Plays, to 


make the greateſt Politicians of that Age ſuch 
ezregious Coxcombs 2 But | what wretched 


Mortal is there of 'fo-very forrowful or moroſe 
a temper, that muſt nor laugh to' hear him ſay, 
That oz 1b Occafion two Competitors have juſter 
Occaſion to work up, and ſhew the Muſcles of their 
Paſj;on, ' than Shakeſpears , Caſſius, and Brutus? 
Cou'd any Pugg in Barbary be ſo ignorant of com- 
27n Senſe and Reaſon as this ? he muſt Pardon,the 
Expretlion, *cis his own to a much greater Man, 
than himſelf, | 

Tis true, he tells us with his uſual Magiſterial 
Aſturance , That theſe Spaniſh Grandees of his 


Creation; have a jufer Occaſion for a Paſſhonate 


Scene than Shakefpears, BYutus , and Caſſivs : 
But I muſt ask his Pardon if I ſubſcribe nor to his 
Opinion :; But to puniſh him ſufficiently for this 
grols Abſnrdity , and Arrogance, lay down the 
344 | 3 matter 
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730 the aſt 
matter barely as 'tis, propoſing the Occaſions ju 

4a. lye in both theſe Authors, our Hrftoriogra- 
pher, 1 mean, and the inimitable Shakeſpear. *_ 
Firſt, Here /is a Council of 15 of the greateſt, 
old Politic Heads: that Age Noe in Spain, 
quarrelling with one another a5out' things our of 
poſſeffion,in Extepia, To be Kings of Man ; Duke- 
Trincalos, and Duke-Stephanos, 8c. is there either 
Nature or Poflibility of this ? ſo far is it from aty 
probable Ground. EZIES. tho 
" On the other hand ; Here is Caſſias, a Paſſio- 
nate, Ambitions , and Avaritious Roman, impa- 
tient to bear a refuſal of a Requeſt he made ol 
Lucius Pella, that was found guilty of Bribery (a 
Crime himſelf was guilty of) looking on himfclf 
of equal Power at leaſt with Brutas, and a Bro- 
ther, if not Father of the War, being Ambitious 
arid Choleric too, as I ſaid, cou'&'not but refent 
it as an infringing 'his Authority, and Friend(hip 
and by conſequence diſcover. his Refentment at 
firſt meeting. But this is not all the Ground of 
this Scene: Here is Bratus on the other hand, a 
ſevere follower of Virtue, to which he Sacrific'd 
his Friend and Father, Cz/ar, and cou'd not there- 
fore but reſent Caſſius's deviating from Virtue, his 
pretence to which made him his Friend. How 
cou*d he bear with Caſſiw« in his Bribery and Ava- 
rice, Who cou'd not with Cz/ar's Ambition? for - 
in denying Money for the Payment of thoſe Le- 
gions (on whoſe Fidelity, not only their Lives, but 
'the Fate, and Liberty, of Rome , which was yet 
Cearer to Brutus, depended) he gave them up to 
Off avins and Anthony. Is 


FR./& pry _ 


fn than the 


By; 


ment of our Hiſtoriographer Rayal, who cou'd 
k his own.dull Bu eAub4 on.Common Senſe 
6 this i incompa 


6 Senor keſpear,which 
is joffly adnip, a, 54.4 __ 


Bur: {0 {is LTD De Hams © pope & be 
low the y of Fragedy, what are theſe. Sps; 
| Segniors's, who are to Thevd. A whole Adin 
© ling of Dreams, which.wers. likely to bave lo 
mighty influence. on the 0 , (al 
ways noted ;for their Religion ang. igortry) 
us to_furuiſh out Diſfrattions.. and. Diſorders  enoug 
or (n Att. The Draught of che. next AR is.&ery 
ot as merry, z.for "tis very Nawel indeed, Fa 
nicely according, i to Manners, ring in 
Philoſophizing  Qn Dreams, ma boobs | rn: 
he were to be, ſuch. a' King as he ſo. much admires 
in the Rehearſal; for a King Phiz, by his former 
Profeflion, might be ſupposd to have ſome Neta- 
ble, it not "Noble Thoughts (as our Critic requires) 


wixt theſe Crag 
og more Chile; 

= there be any. 

q more {agg than the latter? 

mera's an ane-{ide, and the Lis 

6:4 4, 4 Cha greateſt Empire in the 

.0 Honor, Virtue, and all that 
b 0s Icar on Sie ORC: | 


on the Matter. . 

The 16th, Page, i is a brief, tho'fully as ridicu- 
lous ſumming, up_of -what be had ſaid at large 
before, tho' the Fourth AQ is-aboye meaſure Co- 


| mical, 


this be.; .convincing proof 0 fthe Genizs and 
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has ho bad ory —_ 
out of bp wry 'or Pl. — & Droll; 46;ſhew how:; 
much he was "ver ay for! a: F arcexpright , 
thana:Critiz7> Byt being afſur'd\fineo. by ſeverat: 
Ing is Gericlemet, that he on means it'- 
us thing, bat that the NoGors do; not 
Fank hini Mad: badongh for Mrdiam, L will: turn ; 
the Advice he has'the cxtraondindry Aſfurarice to” 
you, infinicely+ more: juſthyito himſelf, that 
wour'd underrakethe Writing upon: this adn ; 
rable Plot ; and for his Encouragement, I afſfare- 
him; it ſhall not run the Fate of his: Edgar, biit-be.: 
Ade  with-a firm belief, ' that if it do not Pits, 
box and-Gallery-it with any '\of + Shakeſpears;- 
yet it may bear tbe Bell (to onBes- an extraoidy- 
nary Phraſe -fcom our H:foriogropber Royal): from + 
the. "Devil of 8 Wife , or Dr. Fauſtui ; becauſe the 
very exceſſrue Exttavagahce of rhe Thought might” 
make us laugh', whereas Edgar coud provoke nee. 
thing but Sicep. 

But his putting this on you, Sir, after ſo many. 
Public Expreflions of your F riendſbip for him,8 
private Services(as I'm infornvd) done him ſhews 
his Morals, as faulty, as the Manzers he has laid 
down for the Heroes of this Anti-Tragedy. With 
what Face cou'd he' pue fo little and (currilous art 
Affront on 50x, inthis Book, without provocation, 

0 


( 76;)) 


who in his Preface to Rapir, did preferr _— + ? 
or'tne - 
erns. If you had-:no- other; | 


ſcription of Night'to-all the Maſterſtroa 
Ancients, and 


meiirs certainly the Fude 


of Virgil animated 


thawwſo mean, and fo ungenerouvan Abuſe. 
But'now eyedoo ren [+ 
To ſhew he had 'rea 


words of Plato,or any other Authority will war- 
ranthim ; for till Theſpz, ic was only a Hymn to 


- Bacchws, Sung and Perform'd in Dances, and Ge- 
ſticulations by the Chorzs. But then it had no. 


Epiſode or Afor ; and therefore Theſpis was the 
iginal of the Trapedies, that are Aced, tho' he 
buile it- on the Foundation of the religious Ooat- 
©ong 3 this , not only Horace, but all the Cri- 


tics, | have met with, affirm. And himſelf con- : 
feſſes, P. 19. that when it came to be an Image 


of the World, it then had a ſecular Alloy, and 
was by Conſequence alte1'd frgm what it was be- 
fore , that is, from a Religious Hymn, to a Repre- 
ſentation of Humane Life. "U'he End therefore and. 
Aim of it being thus alcer'd, the Mediums to that 


Exd,”'muit of Conſequence, be alter'd too; The: 


praiſe of Bacchus was no more Neceſlary to for- 
Jen ming 


with a more ſprightly Wit, deſerv'd better from him: | 


P. 18. to prove''what/'no body yet ever. deny'd | 
that knew any: thing-of the Original-of Tragedy. 
Nor has any ons; that Iever met-with, pretended .. 
that there was no- Poem, that had the Name of : 
Tragedy before 'the time of Theſpis.| \But if from |. 
hence he wou'd'inferr that Tragedy was: Acted : 
before: his time, he proceeds farther, than the 
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, |-ming.an Image of Humane Life,. than the Praiſe 
of Hercules , or. any other of the' Gods. © Now, 
{| if the Chorar beneceſlaty, becauſe 'twasthe Ori- 
1 hari Tragedy, "cis equally - neceſſary the Chorus 
| u'd celebrate the: Praiſe of Bacchus, as 'it origi- 
. | nally. did 3 but.if Tragedy by the Alteration ef its 
| end were ſet on a new bottom, we are no lon- 

ger oblig'd to regulate it according to its firſt In- 

tution. - Soy that I can ſee no reaſon, that be- 
cauſe Sopbocles retain'd the Chorus, it was therefore 
aneceſlary part of 'Tragedy,. of if it be, why 
the Dancing and Muſic that was continu'd with 
it, was any more meer Religion, than the Chorgs 
its felf, or a lefſs.neceſlary part of edy, ſince 
both were of equal-date, asto their Rile,and End. 
But this only ex paſſant. | 
_ P.20, Naxt, he leaps to the Care the Go- 
vernment had of the Theatre, in permitting no 
Poet: to preſent a. Play to the Houſe till paſt 
Lacy This Obſervation might, perhaps, pro- 
ceed from Self-Intereſt, hoping to perſwade us, 
that, upon another Vacancy, he is qualify'd for 
Pogst Laurest, intimating , that the older a Man | 
grows, the. fitter he is for a Poet, contrary to the 2 
Judgment of his Friend Rapin; from whom he 
borrows the. Obſervation that the Athenians ſpent 
more of the Public Money about their Chorws's, - 
and other Decorations of the Stage, than in all their 
Wars with Perfia. Frem hence he ſoon paſles to 
his beloved Ariſftapbanes (and to do him Juſtice, 
he always exprefles an extraordinary Paſhon for - 
Farces) tho' I am to feek in what he drives at - 
a 


(78) 
' * all thoſe Praiſes he brfiows on kim:; for Rymwing 
. -# Muc,(as he phaſes it) «t alt warner of Vice'wheve- 
 bvirtbe ſaw it; beat in the greateſt Philoſophers, the 
«greateſt -Pogts, bs Generale; 01 the Adapters of Site. 
- Word he have cur Foxes follow His :exarn &, and 
I our- 'Divities, Biſhops; Lords, Genarali, and 
- Mmiſfters of SYateq this be his defiregyer:emterhe 
- ought not to blame them fortheirDofeftin that, 
- or is in Juſtice:boand to ſecurettiem'from the Pe- 
© nalties they war'dineur 'by.doing fo: Sram; Mag, 
and ſome fav add things are: Bugbears; that 
word have frighten'd his Arifopbares ; from” His 
. freedom, if the'Atberian Law; tike ours, had. fe- 
-ear'd Vice, and Folly in the-Great- oner,” from the 
 attaques of Poets, ''He ought-therefore either to 
moderate his Indignation'atviv Poets:for only 
- expoſing the Common Life-of Mankind; or it he 
wour'd' have none*but Starefmen, and Generals ti- 
dicul'd, Jet him1lead the Dance Z'and tear notthe 
Sucaek of Ariftophenes, being ſo/well qualify'd for 
a Farce-Wright, this Propenifity: to-that, influeh. 
-Cing perhaps'his Judgment in favour of this Greek 
Poet; above allthoje chat ſucceeded/him.- Tho' 
Wein, as good-a Judge as Mr. Rymer lays of 
Zr, not Ariftophanes , *mev judticio diligenter 
teltus, ad cuntta que precipimis tfficienda ſufficit, 
"Fa omnium\Inaginem in vita Expreſſit. Tanta in 
mVeniend; Copia, eloquent; facultai, ita ommbus Re- 
bus, Perſonis, affetibus accommodetus , ut ommibu: 
&uſdem operis * Autoribus tenebras '-ob4uxerit. *But 


Mr. Rymer miſt be ſingular +n his Opinion, or 
- he cou'd not keep tp his CharaHter, as he.is inthe 
meaning 
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living. - Butl defie him to-pr 


(79) 


meaning of thoſe two Verſey he quotes, Pap. 25; 


Worth, that he mjght not incur.che mnputation of 
iſe, thoſe who, were 
oduce non Minimun 
in Czcero, or any other Author of Note, in a ſenſe 
leſs than Magnum: Nordoes that Quotation out 
of. the Sixth Book , of Virgil's e£zeds, /prove at all 
that Virgil gave up fb 0b" -and yielded che 
Grecians more. excellent.in Poetty.than the Latins, 
anymore than Horace. did in the Epiſtle-by -him 
quoted, for thus it runs, 


"' Excudent alii. ſpirantia mollias ara, 

Credo quidem, ruivuos ducent de murmore vultus: 

| Orabunt cauſas melius, caliqz meatus, 

| Deſcribemt radja, & ſurgentia fidera dicent. 

Tu Regere imperio populos Romane memento 3 
(He tibi erunt Artes). pacif 5 imponere Morem, 
Parcere ſubjedtis &r debellare ſuperbos. 


* From which *tis evident that .he. meant .only 
this, that Governing Nations , and, Juſtice ſhou'd 
be their chief Care, and greateſt Art, not _ 
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he thought the Romani did not excell the Grecians 
in others too ; for, I believe, none will deny but 
Cicero was a greater Orator than Demoſthenes, or 
at leaſt as great,andthat o_ was as great a Poet, 
as Homer. And for other Arts, Pliny was of opi- 
nion, That the Romans excell'd the Grecians evin 
in *<m, as well as that of Governing, when he ſays 
in the 36th Book of his Natural Hiſtory, That he 
2wou'd hew the World conquer'd in the Works of Art, 
as well as by the Sword,and then proceeds to Paint- 


ing, Statuary, &C. | 


* 'Bur, Sir, I fear, Tſhalltire your patience ſhoutd 
T'roach upon_efery Page'z Ill therefore ſtep to 
P.'63: and with that and the 65th. make an end 
of tny Refie#;ons, and then examine more parti- 
Cularly what relates 'to Shakeſpear. P. 63. he ex- 
preſſes himſelf mucti againſt Rhine in Plays, by 
which he not only ſhews ' his Mind is much 'al 
ter'd ſince he writ' Edgar in Rhime ; but alſo 
makes it - the diſtindive mark of Heroic Verſe in 
Engliſh, as the numbers of Hexameters are of La-. 
tin Heroics : But he gives us no Reaſon for the 
Parallel, for that indeed wou'd be* to break an 
old cuftom, which he's very fogd' of, If there- 
fore I cou'd produce no Argument againit him in 
particular, yet muſt, a bare denial, be granted 
equivalent to a bare Aﬀertion ©: but the matter is 
net ſo barren of Reaſon,as to be deftitute of a very 
convincing proot of the contrary, viz. TheNum- 
bers or Feet diſtinguiſh the Latin Verſe, and the 
Numbers of Hexameters are' _ different from 
thoſe of Fembics, which is the Verſe moſt usd, 


(8). 


at leaſt out of the Chorws, in Tragedy, forin E74. 


gliſh 'tis the Feet, or Numbers: that diſtinguiſh 
"Heroic Verſe from all others, whereas the Num- 
bers are the-ſame in blanc:Verſe; 2s in Rhime ; 


ſo that they are-equally Heroic Verſe, and 'M4/- 
ton's Paradiſe loft, is a fufficient proot- of: this; -\6 
that according to Mr. Rymer all Verſe of ten Syl- 
Jables are as improper for Tragediesin Engliſh, as 
P-ntameters are in Latin, for that is the conle- 

quence of his Arguments, | nyt 
The ſecond Paragraph of P. 65, That furniſhes 
me with the ſubje& of my laft. Refietion, is a 
Maſter-piece, compos4d of his belov« ingredients, 
the Unaccountable, and the unintellintble ; for 
he tells us, that ſince the decayof the Roman Empire, 
this Iſland has been more fortunate in Matters of Poe- 
try, than any of our Neighbours, &c. I mutt (tell 
him that it muſt be a goad-natur'd Reader that 
(after all he has faid ) ſhall take bis word for't ; for Þ 
cant ſee how he can make it. out, if Shakeſpear 
beſo far from a Poer, as not to be fit to write 
Ballads, or what's all one, as ignorant of-Nature 
aSany Pug in Barbary ; it BenFobnſon be guilty of 
fuch Stupidity ; if Alton, as he commonly aſſerts, 
have nathing in him; and Beanmont and. Fletcher 
are ſuch, as he reprelents fem. He wou'd do 
well to fix this Excellence above our Neighbaurs 
ſomewhere; for hitherto he has done nothing but 
arraign our greateſt Poets. But the latter end of 
this Paragraph as unintelligible as *tis, muſt I fad 
paſs for a Proof of this, if we. will have any from 
him. We find (ys he) the Britiſh Poetry to thu days 
G WL 
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Toconfirm which, he proceeds thus. Owe of our 
oldeft Medals bears a harp on the Revers, with the 
Name Kunobuline around it : But what of that 
good Sir? What if it had Merlin, Gildas, and half 
a ſcore more about it, what's the conſequence ? 
I adviſe him in his next Book not to put his Friends 
to ſuch trouble to underſtand him 3 for my part I 
cou'd never yet meet with an Oediprs to folve the 
Ridle; for what has the oldeſt Medal todo with 


the proof of our having the Britzſh Poetry to this 


day, unlefs the other fide of the Medal had fur- 
nifh*d us with ſome of it; it he draw not the odd 
conſequence from the Harp; that where there is 
Muſic, there muſt be Poetry 3 as where there is 
Smoak, there muit be Fire, according to the lau- 
dable Obſervation of our Matrons of Antiquity. - 

But there needed no Medal of. Kunobuline to 
be producfd ; for the proof of the early uſe of Po- 
try inthis Iſland, and that long before Yirge! writ, 
The Britiſh Bards are enough to juſtifie that 5 we 
need not wait til the decay of the Roman Empire, 
witnels Zxcan, Lib. 3. who writ of times that pre- 
ceded Virgil. 


Vos quog, qui fortes animas, belloq; peremptas 
Laudibus m longum wvates dimittits avum 


Plurima ſecurt fudiſtis carmina Bardi. 


But what's this to the Confirmation of his Aſer- 


uni 


tion, that next the Romans we excell'd in Poetry!Art 


©Tis not the number of Years, nor Poems that will 


Per- 


0 
eſtabliſh our Excellence, but the Quality ; *tis theirfſund, 


3th 


| $69” - | EI | 
Perfetion, that muſt give us the advantage of 
our Neighbours. | 
But to expeUt Reaſon, Method, (without which 
all is confuſion) and Meaning from this Author is 
in vain, ſince he tells us in a former Eſfay be can 
keep to no Methid or Firm, and that he is not cut 
out for penning any Treatiſe, But then why, in 
the Name of dullnefs, does he fly in the Face of 
Nature, and ſpight of her appear in Print, 'not 
only as an Author, þut Judge, bringing to' his 
Tribunal; thoſe who were qualified with whathe 
| extremly wants, viz. A Genins and Judgment : 
; i his Zudgment being fo weak, that he cou'd not 
, | keep Coherence through one only Page. B:ing 
' thus quality'd, no doubt his cenfure of the admira- 
of ble Shakeſpear, muſt be extraordinary, which 
© 1 ſhall, after I have premis'd fome general Conſt- 
t, Wl derations examine. . | | 
'To ſurvey the Antients with an impartial Eye 
re | twou'd make one wonder at thoſe extravagant En, 
-e-M tominms, and that incxprellible Advantage above. 
the Moderns* fome of our Dogmatic Critics give 
em, were there not an extraordinary Yerty, in 
extolling their Performances and Virtues, becaufe 
by that means they arrogate to themſelves the 
Depetation of underftanding them betcer, than, 
ather Men. This makes Rapin tell us what an. 
ſer-(univerſal Genius Homer was 3 and that all the, 
ryArs and Sciences are to be learn'd from his 
WI Works, tho* forage others perhaps, not leſs ableto, 
enfſinderſtand him,can not diſcover any ſuch Matter, 
der the Author oftheDralognes of theDead,very wittily 
> v2 ut 


( 54 ) 
intimates in the Dialogue berwixt Homer and e/#- 
ſoep-. Theſe Gentlemen wou'd cover all the Abſur- 
dities of this Poet,- with the ſpeciovs Whim of Alle- 
gory, never thought of by Homer himſelf. But he 
may thank his Fate for allotting him a time fo 
much remote from ours, elſe they wou'd not be 
fond of him to fo unreaſonable an exceſs,fince they 
can't allow no excuſe for ſmaller Faults in their 
own Countrymen of a later date, ſuch Il Patri- 
ots are theſe Partial Critics ; forl defie Mr. Ry- 
mer, and all of his Opinion t8& parallel in Shake- 
Ipear, the Wounds, the Hatreds, the Battles, and 
Strifes of the Gods. And he muſt confeſs, if he 
be not a {ſworn Enemy to all Reaſon, that Ho- 
mer's Funo is a Charadter far beneath, and more 
diſproportionable, than that, of Deſdemons, tho 
the firſt be of the Queen of the Gods, Foves Si 
ſter and his Wife, and the other aSenators,Daugh, 
ter of Venice, Young Innocent, and, Tender. If 
Deſdemona be too humble tor.Tragedy, and dif- 
cover not Elevation of Soul enough for her Birth 
and Fortune : | Homer's Funo muſt be much too low 
for an Heroic Poem, having no Parallel for Scold- 
ing but at Billinſgate. For the furious curtain Le- 
&ures of a City Wife, who is fupream Lady at 
home,are nothing to hers. 'Thisupzter finds,when 
the only Remedy he has lefc to ſtop her Mouth, 
45 to threaten to thraſh her Divine ,Facket, which 
makes her Son Vulcan ſomething concern'd about 
the Shame *will be to have his Goddeſs Mother 


- fifffer the Baſtinade before the Heavenly Crew. 


Where is the Nature? Where the Reaſon of this ? 


44. 5 

If the Noblenefs of þ« Thoughts, the Majeſty of 
þs Expreſtion, andVariety of bx Numbers made 
the ſucceeding Ages fo fond of Homer , as to 
find ſome Excuſe for his failures, in Condudt and 
Characters ; is not Shakeſpear more ungenerouſly 
dealt with, whoſe Faults are made to a pretence 
co deny all his Beauties and Excellence? 

But *tis not thefe Inſtances in the Prince of the 
Greek Peots, (with many more, both as to .the 
Conduct and Characters) that influence me to 
encline to a better Opinion of the Moderns 
(I mean of my own Country) than Mr. Rymer ; 
and ſome of the Graver Pedants of the Age ; the 
Excellence I find inShakeſpear himaſelf,commands a 
julter Veneration; for in his Thoughts and Ex- 
preflions he diſcovers himſelf Maſter of a very juſt 
Obſervation of things; fo that if he had (which 
I deny) no Learning, his natural parts wou'd fuf- 
ficiently have furnith'd him with better Ethics, 
than our Hypercritic allows him. But that which 
aggravates his Malice is, he extends his cenſure 
to Ben himſelf, whoſe $kill in Moral Philoſophy, 
we ſuppoſe, at leaſt equal to his: Bur to give 
the World ſome Satisfa&tion, that Shakeſpear 
has had as great a Veneration paid his Excellence 
by Men of unqueſtion'd parts, as this I now ex- 
preſs for him, 1 ſhall give ſome Accounr of what 
I have heard from your Mouth, Sir, about the 
noble Triumph he gain'd over all che Ancaents, 
by the Judgment of che ableſt Critics of that time. 

The Marter of Fat (if my Memory fail me 


not ) was this, Mr. Hales, of Eztos, affirm'd that 
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he wou'd ſhew all the Poets of Antiquity, out- 
done by Shakeſpear, in all the Topics, and 
common places made uſe of in Poetry. The E- 
nemies of Shakeſpear wou'd by no means yield him 
fo much Excellence ; fo that it came to a Refolus 
tion of a trial of Skill upon that Subje&;z the 
place agreed on for the Diſpute, was Mr.Halers 
Chamber at Eaton ; a great many Books were ſent 
down by the Enemies of this Poet, and on the 
appointed day, my Lord Falkland, Sir Fobn Snck- 
ling, and all the Perſons of Quality that had Wit 
and Learning, and intereſted themſelyes in the 
Quarrel, met there, and upon a thorough Diſqui 
fiction of the point, the Judges choſe by agreement 
out of this Learned and Ingenious Aﬀſembly, una- 
nimouſly gave the Preference ro Shakeſpear. 
And the Greek and Reman Poets were adjudg*d to 
Vail at leaft their Glory in that to the Engliſh 
Hero. I cou wiſh, Sir, you wou'd give the Pubs 
ſic a juſter Account of this'Aﬀair, in Vindication 
of thar Poet, 1 know you extreamly eſteem, and 
whom none but you excels, | 

Shall we therefore ſtill admire Shakeſpear with 
theſe Learned and Ingenious Gentlemen, or put 
him in a Claſs below Stermold or Flecknoe, with 


Mr. Kymer, becauſe he has not come cloſe to the 


Rules Ariſtotle. drew irom the Practice of the 
Greek Poets, whom nothing it ſeems can pleaſe, 
but the Antic Forms and Methods of the Arhenjan 
Stape, or what coines up, and ſticks cloſe to them 


in our Language. 
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I can fee no Reaſon why weſhoud be fo ve 
fond of imitating them here,without better proois 
than the Critical Hiſtoriographer has producd- 
Tis certain, the Grecians had not the advantage 
of us in Phyſics, or any other part of Philoſophy, 
which with them chiefly confitied in words ; they 


'were a Talkative People 3 and beirg fond of the 


Opinion of Learning, more than the ching it ſelf, 
as the moſt ſpeedy way to gain that, ffop4 their 
Enquiries on Terms, as is evident from their So- 
phiſtry and DialeHic's. There can be no dilpute 
among the Learned, but that we excel them in 
theſe Points. Since the time of Des Cartes, when 
the Dictates of Greece began to be laid aſide, what 
a Progreſs has been made in the diſcovery of Na- 
ture? and what Abfurdities laid open in the School 
Precepts, and Terms of Arifotle. 

But Ethics is a Study not fo abſiruſe as the ſearch 
of Natural Eauſes and Effects ; a nice Obſerva- 


tion of Mankind will furniſh a fenfible Man with 


them; which makes me unable to ghefs how the 
Greeks ſhou'd have ſo monſtrousan advantage over 
us in this particular,..as fome  weu'd give them, 
who are fo far behind us in things of greater -dit- 
ficulty ; but itcan't be otherways whilſt we make 
that Age and Nation the Standard of Excellence 
without regard to the difference of Cuſtom, Age, 
Climate, &c. But 1 queſtion not to make it ax- 
pear hereafter, that we much ſurpaſs the Greeks 
and Latins, at leaſt in Dramatick Poetry. As 
tor Expreſſion (the difference of Language conſi- 
derd) the Merits of _ is -proportion'd to - 
4 
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Idea it preſents to the Mind, and for Thought,” as 
well as for Deſign. And had you, Sir, bur givett 
| us an Heroic Poem, you had putthe Controverſie 
| out of doubt as- to the Epic too, as your Oedipus 
( for all the Puantum mutatxs, of which a- 
nother time) your Al fer Love, and ſome other 
of your Plays have in theDramatic,in theeſteem of 
impartial Judges. . | 
Had our Critic entertain'd but common Juftice 
|] for the Herces of his Own Country, he wou'd have 
{et Shakeſpear's Faults in their true Light, and di: 
| ftinguiſi”d berwixt his, and the Vicesof the Age; 
| for as Rapin (a much juſſer and more Canuid Cri- 
zic) obſerves, the Poct often falls into Vices by 
| complying with the Palate of the Age he lives in; 
and to this may we coruly and juſtly refer a great 
[1 many ef thete Faaits Shakeſ(pear is guilty of. 
q For, He not having that advantage the Greek Poets 
had, of a proper Subſiftence, or to be provided 
, for at the Public Charge, what Fruit he was to 
| exvect of his Labors, was from the Applauſe of 
the Audience; fo that his chief aim was to pleaſe 
chem ; who not being fo Skiltul in Critici{ms, as 
l, Mr. Rymer, Wou'd not be pleas'd without ſome 
i .Extravagances mingyd in (tho* contrary to) the 
Characters fuch, and fuch a Piayer was to Ad. 
i _ This is the Realon that moſt of his Traged.es have 
| -2 mixture of ſomething Comical; the Dalilah, 
| of tae Age muſt be brought in, the Clown, and 
iþ the. Valerjelting with their Betters, if he-refolvd 
W- - not to ditoblige the Auditors, And Fm aiturd 
; -frocn very 209d hands, that the Perſon that oo 
k Cowneds + * ' 7 ago 


4 


— F TY —_— A e——c Ar —_— P "x 


A ms --.+@ I. @ 'v 


-J 


( 89) 


Zago was in much efteem for-a.Commdian,which 
made Shakeſpear put ſeveral words , and expreſ- 
ſions into his part (perhaps not ſo agreeable to his . 
Charader) to make the Audience laugh , who' 
had not yet learnt to endure to be ſerious a whole 
Play. This was the occafion of that particular 
place fo much houted at by our Hiforicgrapher 
Royal, 


Awake, what ho, Brabantio, &c. 
An old black Ram is tupping your white Ewe &C. 


This Vice of the Ape it was that perverted many 
of his Characers in his other Plays: Nor cou'd 
it be avoided if he wou'd have. his Audience ſit 
the Play out, and receive that Profic, that is the 
chief End of all Poets. To this fame Cauſe may 
be atttibuted all thoſe Quibbles, and playing up- 
on words, fo frequent in fome part of him , as 


' well as that Language that may leem too rough, 


and forc'd to. the Ear, up, and down in ſome of 
the beſt of his Plays. 

After all, the Head of his Accuſation is , That 
*cis not improbable, that Shakeſpear was ignorant 
of the Rules of Arifotle's Poetics ; and was imper- 
fe& in the three Unities of Time, Place, and 
Attion, which Horace in his Art of Poetry gives 
no Rules about : for that which I have heard 
quored from him, has no-relation to the Dra- 
matic -Unities, 


Dengq; fit, quod vis, ſimplex duntaxat & unum. 
| as 


K 7» AER 
as'is evident from what goes before ; but to the 
Coherence, Uniformity, and Equality of any Po- 
em in general — _ 


Amphora cpit 
Inftitui, currente Rota cur urceus wet, 


*Tis only the Concluſion of what he propoſes 
about Seven Verſes before, 


 Inceptis gravibus, & magna Profeſſis, &c. 


and rhis of Petronjns is a juſt Interpretation of it 
in my opinion, 

Preterea . ne ſentemtia® emineant exfya corpus ora- 
tions expreſſe ſed tmtefFo veſtibus colore niteant, "That 
is, it gives only a Rule that all Poems be ofa 
Piece and Equal. 

So that ſince he cou'd gather no Inſtructions 
in this Point from Horace, we may excuſe him for 
rranſprefling againſt them : and this defeU& his 
greateſt Admirers confeſs'd before his Uſeleſs piece 
of il-natur'd cenſure, and cou'd have Pardon'd 
Mr. Rymer, had he gone no farther ; But when 
he Robs him of all Genius, and denies him the 
- 'Elevation of a Shirly, a Fleckno, or a Fordan, we 
muft modeſtly return his Complement, and tell 
him, Thar never a Biackamoor (as he learnedly 
terms a Negro) inthe Weitern Plantations, but 
muſt have a better taſt of Poetry than himſelf; 
and that *tis evident from the Woman Judges, 
whoſe Judgment, he aſlures us, ſeldom errs, k. 

| their 
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their continual Approbation of Orbello, Hamlet, &c, 
he is in the Wrong. | | 

But ſhou'd we grant him that 05's al wanted 
Art (tho' B:n Fobnſen denies it) can he from thence 
infer he was no Poet ? The diſpute of which 
confers moſt to the forming a Poet, (I mean, a 
Compleat one) Art, or Nature , was never. yet 
agreed on 3 Horace joyns them , . Quintilian and 
ſome others give it to Nature : But, till this Gen- 
tleman, never did any Man yield it wholly to 
Art; for that all his Arguments both in this or his 
former Book ſeem to drive at. | 

A nice Obſervation of Rules, is a Confinement 
a great Genius cannot bear, which naturally covers 
| Liberty; and tho? the French, whoſe Genius, 

as well as Language, is notſtrong enough to riſe 
to the Majeſty of Poetry, are eaſier reduc'd with- 
in the Diſcipline of Rules, and have perhaps of 
late Years, more exa&ly obſerv'd 'em. yet I ne- 
yer yet met with any Engliſhman, who wou'd 
prefetr their Poetry to ours. All that is great of 
Humane things, makes a nearer approach ro the 
Eternal Perfe&ion of Greatneſs , and extends as 
much as poſfible its limits toward being Bound- 
leſs : 'Tis not govern'd by Common Rules and 
Methods, but Glories in' a Noble Irregularity ; and 
this not enly in Writings, but Adions of ſome 
Men. Alexander, Czſar, Alcibiades, &c. ſeem'd 
a&tuated by other Principles than the common 
Maxims that govern the Reſ# of Humane Kind ; 
and in them the greateſt Virtues have been mixc 
with great Vices, as well as the Writings of Shake- 
: | ſpear; 
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ſpear ; yet are they granted Heroes, and fo muſt 
He be canfeſs'd a Poet : The Heroes Race are all 
like Achilles, TFura negunt, ſibi nata. 

But as I do not think that to: be a Great Man, 
one muſt neceſlarily be wholly exempt from 
Rules, fo I muſt grant, That YVirgi/, Sophocles, and 
Your Self are very Great, tho' generally very Regu- 
lar 3 But theſe are- Rarities ſo uncommon, that 
Nature has produc'd very few of them, and like 
the Phaenixes of Honeſty, that live up to the Pre- 
cepts of Morality, ought to have public Statues ; - 
erected to them. Bur yet the leſs pertett ought 
not to be Rob'd of their Merits, becauſe they 
have defz&s, eſpecially when the Number of 
thoſe exceed theſe, as in Shakeſpear , all whoſe 
Faulrs have not been able to fruſtrate his obtain- 
ing the end of Alljuſt Poems, Pleaſure and Profit. 
To deny this, wou'd be to fly in the Face of the 
known experience of ſo many Years, He has 
(1 fay) in moſt, if not all, of his Plays attain'd 
the full end of Poetry Delight, and Profit , by mo- 
ving Terror and P.:y for the Changes of Fortune, 
which Humane Life is ſubje& to , by giving us a 
lively and juſt Image of them (the beſt Definition 
of a Play) for the Motion of theſe Paſſions atford 
us Pleaſure, and their Purgation Profit, Beſides, - 
there are few or none of thoſe maiy he has writ, 
but have their Juſt Moral, not only of more gene- 
ral Ule and Advantage, but alſo more naturally 
the Effe& of them, than that of theOedipus of Sv- 
phocles, as may be foon perceiv'd by any one that 
will give himſclf the trouble of a little T hought, 

an 
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and which will in ſome meaſare appear from 


what I have to ſay in the particular Defence k 
ſhall now make of : 


A 


Othello. 


To begin with the Fable(as our Critic has done) 
I muſt tell 'him, 'he has as falſly, as ridiculouſly 


repreſented it, which I {hall endeavour to put in 
a Juſter light. 

Othello # Noble Moor , or Negro , that bad b 
long Services , and brave As eſtabliſh d himſelf m 
the Opinion of the Senate of CIeNice , wins the Af- 


- fefFions of Deſdemona, Daughter to Brabantio one 


of the Senators, by the miving account be pives of 
the imminent Dangers he bad paſt, and hazards be 
bad wentur d through, a belief of which his known 
Virtue confirm'd, and unknown to ber Father Marries 
ber, and carries her (with the leawe of the Senate ) 
with him to Cyprus, bis Province. He makes Caf: 
ſio bis Lieutenant, tho) Jago, had ſollicited it by by 
Friends for bimſelf, which Refuſal joyn'd with a jea- 
loufie, that Othello had had to do with his Wite 
makes him contrive the deftruttion of Catho, and the 
Moor, to gratifie his Revenge, and Ambition. Bus 
having no way to revenge himſelf ſufficiently on the 
Moor, from whom he ſuppos*d he had recei/d a dou- 
ble Wrong, proportionable to the injury, but ths, be 
draws him with a prear' deal of Cunning into a Fea- 
louſie of bu Wife, and_that by a chain of Circumſtances 
conriv'd to that purpoſe, and urg'd with all the taking 
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inſanuations imaginebl ; particularly by @ Handker- 
ebjef,, he had conuey'd to Caflio (which Jago's Wife 
fole from Deſdemona) to convince the Moor by 
Wife was too familiar. with him, having parted with 
ſuch a favour to him, which ſhe had on her Marriage 
receiv'd from Othello, with the ftrifteſt charge of 

ſerving, it being a Gift of bis Mother of Curious 


E | 
Mir, and ſecret Virtue. Othello, by theſe means, 


won 10 4 x 4 of his own Iufamy, reſolves the Mur- 
der of thoſe, he concluded guilty, viz, Caffio, and hu 
Wife ; Jago officiouſly undertakes , the- ds/patching of 
Caſlio, bawing got his Commiſſion already, but is di(- 
ones of bis deſign, employing one Roderigo to 
theh purpoſe, who bad fellow'd him from Venice, in 
hopes by his means to enjoy Deſdemona, as Jago had 
promis'd bim., But the Moor effettually puts bu 
Revenge in Execution on bis Wife, which is no ſooner 


; dont, ut be's convinc'd of his Error, and in remor(e 


Kills himſelf, whilſt Jago, the Cauſe of all this Villa- 
#7, having ſlain bis Wife for diſcovering it , is born 
away to a more ignaminious Puniſhment, as more pro» 
portian'd to bis Villanies, 


\ The Fable to be perfe& muſt be Admireble and 
Probable, and as it approaches thale two, tis more 
or leſs perie in.its kind. Adwirable, is what is 
uncommon, and extraordinary. Probable, is what 
3s agreeable to common Opinions This muſt be 
the Teſt of this Fable of Orhellos but then we muſt 
not take it, as given. us by our Drolling Critic, 
who very truely confefieth in- his farmer Book, 


(and in that hg is no Changeling.) he muſt be 
a perry 
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merry out of Seaſon, as he always is ; but as I 
have laid it down, elſe we ſhou'd do Shakeſpear a 
great deal of Injuſtice. ETON 

I ſuppoſe none will deny that it is Admirable:; 
that is, compos'd : of Incidents that happen not 
e'ery day , his Antagonift confefles as much ; 
there is therefore nothing but the Prebabilzty of it 
attagud by him, which I queſtion not either 
wholly to prove, or at leaſt to fet it on the ſame 
_—_— with the beſt of Sophoeles, that of his Oe- 

IPHS. « 3h 
Fiſt to ſee. whether he have ſinn'd againſt 
Probability, let nas conſider what our Ca- 
viller obje&s, all which may be reduc'd to two 
Points. Firſt, That 'tis not probable that the Se- 
nate of Venice (tho? it uſually emplay Strangers) 
ſhould employ a Mor againit the Turk : neither 
is it in the next place probable, that Deſdemons 
ſhou'd be in Love with him. On thiis turns all 
the Accuſation, this is the very Head of his of- 
tending. 

All the Reaſon he gives, or rather implies, for 
the firſt Improbability is, That *cis not likely the 
State of Venice, wow'd employ a oor, ( takin 
him for a Mahowetan) againlit the Turk, becau 
of the mutual. Band of Religion. He, indeed 
ſays not ſo, but takes it for granted that 
Ochello muſt he rather for the Turkiſh intereſt than 
the Yenetiav, becauſe-a Moor, But, I think (nor 
does he oppole it with any reaſon) the Chara- 
er of the Venetian State being to employ Strans 
gers in their Wars, it gives ſufhgient ground. _ 

our 
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bur Poet , to ſuppoſe a! Moor employ'd by %enj 
as well as a German; that is a Chriſtian Moor, as 
Othello is repreſented by our Poet, for from ſuch 
a Moor, there cou'd be rio juſt fear of treachery 
in favour of the Mabometans, He tells us — 


T fetch my Life and Being from Men of Ropal Siege. 


Suppoſing him therefore the Son or Nephew of 
the Emperor of: Monomotopa, e/Ethiopia or Congo, 
forc'd to. leaye his Country tor Religion, or any 
other occaſion, coming to Exrope by the conve- 


nience of the Portugueze Ships, might after feve*< 


ral Fortunes, ſerve firſt as a Voluncer till he had 
fignaliz'd himſelf, and provid himfelf worthy of 
Comniand ; part of this may very reaſonably be 
drawn from what the Poet makes himfay. Now 
upon this Suppoſition, it appears more rathonal, 
and probable,thes Yenetians ſthou'd employ a Stran- 
ger, who wholly depended on themſelves, and 
whoſe Country was too remote, to influence him 


to their prejudice, than other Strangers , whoſe , 


Princes may in ſome meaſure dire their ARions 
for their own Advantage. But that Orhello is ſup- 
Pos'd to be a Chriſtian is evident from the Second 
Ad, and from theſe words of Fago ;z—— And then 
for ber toWin the Moor, were't torrenounce his Bay- 
tilm, &c. Why" therefore an African Chriſtian 
may not by the YVenetians be ſuppos'd to be as zea- 
lous againſt the Turks, as an European Chriſtian, I 
cannot imagine; So that this Buſtle of Litters 


littoribus Contraria, &c. is only gn inconſiderate 
amuſement 
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| Amiifement, to ſhew how kitle the Gentlenian 


was tronbled with choughe when he wrote it. 
No more.to the purpole;. is that Heat he ex- 
prefles againſt Shokſpears giving a Name .to his 
Moor , though. Cinthio did not, though Hiſtory 
id not warrant it. For this -can be no more ob- 
eted to our Poet, then the perverting the'Cha- 
rater of Dis; and confounding the Chronolo- 
py to bring her to the time of e-Zneax, is to Yer- 


2#; the firſt as *tis not mention'd in, Hiſtory, fo 
it does not contradi@ it ; but the laſt is a plain 
Een to expreſs . Hiftory, and Chronology. 


Virgil be allow*d 'his-Reaſon for doing that, 
Shakeſpear is not to ſeek for ons for what he has 
done. *T'was necefſary togive his oor a place 
of ſome Figure in the World, to give. him the 
greater Authority, and 'to make _ his Actions 


the more Conſiderable , :and what. place more 


likely to fix. on, than Yenite, where Strangers are 
og to the higheſt Commands in Military 
rs. X | | 
_'Tis granted, a Negro here does ſeldom riſe a- 
bove a Trumpeter, .nor. often perhaps higher .at 
Venice. But', then that proceeds from the 
Vice of Mankind, which is the Poets Duty as he 
informs us, to corred,' and to repreſent: things as 
they ſhould be, not as they are. Now 'tis certain, 
there is no reafon-in the nature of things, why a 
Negro.of equal Binh and Merit, ſhould net be on 
ans equal bottom ; with a Germany Hollander, 
French-ma#, 8c. The Poet, therefore ought co 
do juſtice to Nations, I as Pzrſons, cod 
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| Virtne, and value the rioble ſufferer, whoſe Cov 


'Erials and extraordinary Dangers. Nor would kf 
have leſs force on a Woman of any :principle of 


have once entertain'd it. - 


"Mae 


—Fa enough, -that 9x moe and Oaſbons, Heal 
wc pov the a kind, becauſe of, different cos 


_ Tors, which I hope will remove the improbabili- 
hor e Perſon; eſpecially when the powerful' 
 Auxilarys of extraordinary Merit and Vertues 


come to with a generous Mind. 

. The niſiey of the Perſon being thus con- 
firmed, I ſhall no 
of his obtaining her Love. Tothis end we muſt 
ſtill keep in mind the known and ex 


Virtue of the Moor which gave Credit, and Au- 


thority to what he faid ; and then we may eaſily 
ſuppoſe the ſtory of his Fortunes, and Dangers, 
would make an ob of Pity, and admira- 
tion ar leaft onthe boſom of a Woman, of a no- 
ble and generous Nature. No Man of any ge 
nerous Principle, but muſt be touch'd at fuff*ri 


rage and Bravery, bears him through uncommon 


Honour and tenderneſss ſhe tauſt be mor'd and 


. Pleas*d with the Narration, the muſt. admire his 


conſtant Virtue, .andl Admication is:the firſt ſtep 
to' Love, which will eaſily gain upon thoſe who 


'Dido in Virgil was won by the Trojan frango 
ſhe never Ac rho by the relation of. hi 


Gunes and Eſcapes 3 and ſome particulars of the 


Nat 


morous Dalliances, with their Sable Lovers,with- 
any of Orbelloss Qualifications., which i 
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| Narration of «£neas, carrys full 2s ay ge 


abſurd a. Face as any t Offs ſays: the 
molt trifling of which is, "nt, _ oy 


"And of the Cannibal: that each ather ear. 


the Anthropophagi, Men whoſe Heads 
do grow beneath their Lo fe "I 
for all the” ret. . is admirably tho 
wonderful Grits can 't reliſh », is ng 
Beauty in each Line, the words, are wel choſen, 
and the Image they give: great, and. Poetical ; 
what an I:age. does De/arts 2 ? that very 
Epithet i is a perfe& Hypatypoſss, and ſeems to 
me in the midſt of one Ve a all the active hur» 
ry of the World js. loſt all chat I can Jay, 
will not reach the excellence of. that Epiche thet fo 
many properties of ſuch a place meet in _— Bur 
as for the Cannibals, &c. —_ the Ales wbeſ Heads. 
grow beneath their Sh I have heard it con- 
demn'd by Men ene caſt I generall heap in 
ver malt eh they. giye me leave to diſſent irom them 
ere , and permit me either wholly to juſtifie 


| Sbakeſpear, eyen here, or at leaſt to put himon 
1 bono! 


an equal m with Virgil, in his moſt beauti- 
ful part. For the fault lyes either in the Impre- 


| babilcy of thoſe things, ar their Impertinence to 


the bufinels in Hand. Firſt Probability we know 
is built on common Qpinion ; but *tis certain 
the Canibals have been oenerally believed, and 
that with very good grounds of 'Truth; ſo thar 


. there can be no Joubs of the probability of that. 
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en the THY Litolt H1e42: grow beneath their 
ovlders, though Sixt % nbreffabliſh'd on ſo good 
a Foundation as Truth x vg) 16 general Tradis 
tionary belief of it in chaſe. da ays, is fufficient- to. 
giv it. I, poetic probability.” As this 'was not || 
Forakns ſo neither was it Tnipertinent, for *qs 
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Q? My il; ll Wo PATE FA Narratiy 
4 tbriths Heart | ls Dido, has —, 
Nm Fes ins" and abſire bras this: if n 
bug more? op ere 'not'g5 mich likely hog 
ti "thers hol be .a Peas ti that have the 
Heats grow, "berieath their! "Shoulders, 4s' thi 
Rice! of the” Crops, that Have” bur -one- Eye ll 
Tilt” beneath" their, Forheads', '2nd' that P9 
Phemmius "his Eye was as big as a Grecian Shieſ 
ofthe Stn; or thar he cov'd, walle 'through thi 
ez, without! being up to his middle; . Car ther 
be inventei any thing ſo urmatuiralas the Go | 
Mm thethird Book, who had'the Faces of Vi 
Wings Feathers, &c. Of Birds,” and'a brmat 
Voice; ab is evident from the” Chal vates; tha | 
JOrzond te em beach ſhou'l not” bu d' thicit 1 : 
*þ; ; | C | : ' 


= as 


Lan as | 


n ; | / | R N . 
C 63) : - + en. | 
City, till they had eateo'their"TIbles, or Tre. 


2d.ridi-- 


chers;/(which'by the way was a trivi 
lous fort of a pun, as the event ſhaW#gFv 
Ilas © fotihd -ont the JeRt;) nor Is Scylla ©: 


'| ar the defetiption of 
is} all three," fork Yirgi] himſelf, leaſt T'H *rhought, 
to injure His Vemory,, fir of the. Hafrpys,in the, 


KAR; L650 | FUE! 
'* Pirgines volictum vultus, fediſſima Yentris, 
Proluvies,' unczq, 'Manus, & pallida ſertper - 
Ora fame. 5 — vs 57 ſ 

WIRD IEAM 11 01 ok 


” 


ba \"ITC-IND-7,1 > 1 pREK 
The begintiitif of Forzce's Art of Pottty, aa 
no Capitt, Oc, ſeems a Copy of this; -nor,is..$? 
2 more” Homogeneous Compoſition, — . 


= 


Ora exſertantem & "naves in lo Trahentem: © 
' © Prima hominis facies, '& pylchro peftort wingo | 
 Pube tenus, poſtrema immani Corpore prift 
 \Delphinum Caudas whero commiſſa Iuporum. 


"Oren S ng ſcones labs," 


SEES IE 


Then for the Cyclop Pophems, the Greciim he 
takes abord, tells him his Eye is # 


ery Argolici clypei, aut Phebex lampads Iftar. | 
and a little alter leſt this ſhou'dbe taken'as an hy- 
nal} perbolical magnifying it'by the terror-of the fear- 
h t ul Greek; in his own Perſon, he ſays of him 


> 4": 00 
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mmm Graditurgz por aur. 


| Fam medium, necdum. fluftus latera ardua Li inxit . 


, . 


.The Abfurditiss in, Homer. are much, more nu-. | 


merous than thoſe in. Yirgz/. (1 mean. z0ſe that. 


muſt paſs for ſuch, if this in Shakeſpeer:is ſo,) But. 


becauſe chey r2late not to this particular, 1 ſhall | 


ſay nothing of them here. All theſe; I have 
remark'd in the Narration of «near, hinder'd 


not, but that it. won the Heart of Dido, though | 


firmly berit againſt a ſecond Amour, .. .. 


' Thle mes primus, ui me ſibs junxit amores 


Abſftudit; ille baheat ecu, ſervers; ſepulebro; | 


eſpecially one that was not like to be fo. very Hos 
norable. . De{demona had no ſuch tye, to ſteel her 
He1rt againſt OrhelHo's Tongue, no.reaſon to curb 
chat Pallion ſhe neer felt | 
vailing. Virtue of the. 24a, attaqu'd her Heart; 
well may ws therefore. believe De/demona ſhou'd 
yield to'the fame force., that conquerd Dide, 
with all her Reſolutions and Engagements, to the 


memory. of Sichceus. - Hear how ſhe cries out 


to her Siſter Ann, 


Ouis novus bic neſtris ſucceſſit ſedibus hoſpes 
Quem eſe ore ti j5 {64 forti peftore &: 
Armis? _ + * a 
Creda equidemn, mee Vane fides, Fenus elſe deorum, 
Depeneres animos timor arguit , beu 4 :abus ille 
Tattatur fatis, quz bella exhauſta canebat. 


fore, when. the pres | 


=o < 2.929 Ryu mr TS am TD<IDO t»% 


£2. 


- = 


(105) 
and at the beginning of this fourth Book, 
|" a Herent infixi petfore Vultus 

Verbag— RET 


and the. latter end of the firſt Book confirms 
this ED web \ 
. Multa ſuper Piano Rogitons ſuper Helfore muta. 


con'd eAineas his Story not, one Jot more mo- 
yivg or probable make a meer ſtranger pals for 
{ 2 Gog, with the Carthaginian Queen. at firlh 

' hearing;. and muft ic be incredible, that the 
| fame fliall not make Orbello! pals for fo much as 
| a Man? The Parallel is fo exatt, that I am apt 
to think, Shakeſpear took the Copy from Virgil, 
Nor-can it juſtly be-urg*J, that theſes things were 
believ'd by tho Rowen, ſince they were ſq far 
from believing theſe trifles, that' Sezeca in his E- 
piſtles, lavghs at thoſe Fables , that conſtituted 
their Hell, which was of much. greater confe- 
nce. But ſuppoſing. they were believ'd, the 


p Co co 


4 ticular, I vindicate him in: tor *cis. built on as 
' } vulgar and general a tradition, 4s theſe. Fables of 
I old were, ſa that: the advantage is equal- betwixt 
&: || theſe two great Poets in this particular. 
By this time, I hope our Droliing Cavuler, will 
| grant it no ſuch 
to lay, 


" RR E's I 
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e will hold good for Sbakeſpear, in this par- = 


monſtrous abſurdity for the Doge 
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gw <2 = "Þ » 


I think this Tel ee 4 Wins my 7 Daughts Foo. 


fince Ms Joabe. hat ſhoe ſamming 1 up of 
what was -only the ſubje& of his tale ro Deſdeme- 
##, with only the fappoſition of the Particulars} 
muſt move.any generous Breſt. 


But ſhould all I have fajd fail of clearing the : 


Probability of the Fable from Mr. Ryivers Objeati- 


ons, yet ovght not that to rob Sbakeſpear of his. 


due: \Charaeri of being a Pozt;, and! a (great? Ge- 
ws: unleſtie will for thi fame reaſon deny thoſe 

— ptorogatives:to Homer ; and-Sopbicles.' "The for- 

mer has'often loſt-the Probable, in the Admirable 


25 any Book of: the Niads:aad: Odyſſas will prove4. 


and the latter,/ as Repin'juſtly/ obſeryes, Nas. riof 
kept to probability; evin: in his-beſt performance 
I mean, if: his/ Oedipus, Tyrarinas; for (as Rupin 
has it) Oedipus! ought ot ro-bdve 'been j gnor ant of 
the aſſaſſmnate-of - Laius, the i _— be*s in of thi 
pico _ makes all the the ; 5 of the' cn 

wor probable'; ; and if a Marywou Mandel play the 


with this Feble of 'Oedipy,/ its would: furniſh ful 


as. ridiculous, a:Comment, 'as witty Mr. Rymer 


has done from this of Orhello + and fure Fean' 3 ach 'E 


in imitating ſo gfeat a' Critic. ' | 

\Firſt,then let-all Men before they defend ther 
ſoives ofi1the High-way, think: well of what ' they 
toy left. not) being Mathematically ſure ihe's at 
home, he. kill: his own Father,- which perhaps $. 
ſomething dangerous in this Age, where luchboo 
Blades frequent the Road, and ſuch good-natur 
Ladies have the dif! poſmg of our fate. Next 


oO. £3 of _ va "DWP J& Ga $7 pI... 
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© Next, let i e ' Younger Brother, that ventures 

_ to ride' in anc er Man's Boots, he'very Circuit 

ſpe&, left he lattice his own Mother. 

© Thirdly and Laftly, This my 'be a eateries 667 

the fewFoolk that J62e -onVi irtcve;that'they triifieo a? + 
 fotten Reed that' will be of little uſe er; ines 
| al iswhirtd about by ah unayoidable' neceflity.-. 

\ "7 Theſe are/mych morethe cotiſequtiencedt thisFs:' 
Be 6ſOedipuvthan thoſe ago rote reths,hedraws: 
Fo that of Othello. "Nay, the: moral Sopboles on-! 


| cludes bisOedipus with; willſefve as pſy forOthels,- 

| _— no Man canbe caltd bappy before bisDeath, Bit? 

| the whols Fableof Oedipus, tho! fomuch adaairtd,) 

bs ſo very ſmgwlar-and improbable,that*tis (carce poke. 

I -fible; it hn oind: have happen'd; on the:other” 

l hand: (the fata]Jealoufic of.Ocmhello, and theRevenge 

if of Fago,are the natural Conſequences of aur-unge« 

» | vem'd Paſtions; which by a prod] pet of ſachTragi- 

f ||  caleffetts oftheir being indulg. may be the betcen 

+ | fegulated and govern'd. by 1s? So chat tho' Orhelo 

6 || eds not f6 formally witha moral Sentence,; as 

Wu Ocdip:s dots}! yet ir ſets olitione!of inuch. greater 

KY Yale. If icbe afault in” Shakeſpear, cthat/it::end 

e& 

rt 

/ 

Ne 

ey 

at 

$ 


Tot with "ſuch a ſentences Sopbocles is guilty, of no 

rt leſs in his PhiloFetes, which not © only: concludes 
8 without any Moral, but is alſo incapable of being 

Ky teduc'd to any, at leaſt of any/moment: Whereas 
the Morals of Hamlet, Macbeth, and moſt of 
Sh akeſpear's Plays,” prove lefſon of mightier con- 
ſequence than/any in Sopbocles, except the Electra, 
wiz; that Uſurparion, .tho'ir thrive a while, / will 

ar ow be puniſh'd, &e. Beſides the worſt, and moſt 
irre- 


| ( rol iq 1 
of Shakeſpear ains ewo or 
h Fables; as > So p er, ich which an- 
On not one AN the FOreY-s - for it ngi+ 
ther pleaſes or. pr ofits, is moves-neither Terror nor 
| Compadlion, containing only adry. 7 a wa 

out any. variety. of the perſwaſions of  Pyrrb 

get PhiloBetesto: go. with him if Trczi with 44g 
raQws  Heroulss ; : Who, after he. had.by Treache- 
ry: gain'd em, as foal mY refigres.'em.. to him. a- 
Sams and Trey might have ſtood long enough, i 
s had not come from. the. Ga 
the ſtatborn Fool, thatra her ghoig co 

his endle TO; WT, TY FAS 


and his Complaints oFtsBoot, formething like the 
 umers Chilllaimi Cooattica &c. raked ye | 
Mr. _ And all that can be Are. FROM 
Play of $ ocles iS; - 
- Firſt, Fhar'we never ſend Bags, 'of qur Er- 
rand, uolefs we: hba#e'a God at cammand to 
make up. the buſines ty poil'd x. if we: mean. 
our buſineſs ſhall be re inns done, and not the. 
fate of a Nation facrificw'to a pain in the Foo. + 
" Secondly, Not to truſt Strangers we never faw 
before, for a faic Tale, with our Safety and Trea- * 
fare, without a Mathematical Demonttration of 
- their Fidelity and Truſt, 
Laſtly, That all Men with fore Feet ſhowd not 
deſpair of a Curec 

But I have dwele fo:long on the Fable, that ] 
have not time enough to diſcuſs the other you 
as the CharaFers, Thaugbts, and Expreſſions, 
Uh w] ought ; eſpecially the Thought and Expreſ- 


fron, 


be miſera- 


this - 


'£< 109) | 


 fom, for *ewou'd require a Vokimn near 2s bi 


as Shakeſpear, to ſet them off according to their 
worth; with all the: proofs from Grammar or 


Rhetoric of their 'Truth and Juſineſs. The Fable is 


look'd upon by Rapin, and afcer;/him by our Glea- 
wer of Criticiſms, as the Soul of the Play, andthere- 


fore I may beexcus'd for my \prolixity rr ics de- 


fence, and allow'd a little 'more time for a full 


\ Juſtification of the other parts of -Shakeſpear, at- 


taqu'd with lefs Reaſon and Juſtice: Mr. Rywer has 


taken above'ten Year to digeſt his Accuſations 


and therefore it can't in reafon bethought I ſhou'c 
| not in half fo many days be able to performall 


| © the work he has cut. out : Nor canT proceed to a 


particular conſideration of all the CharaQers of 


_ this Play atthistime. Deſdemona TI think is the 


moſt faulty : but ſince our Antagoniſt will have Fo- 


- go, the moſt awrollerable, 1 ſhall confine my ſelf 
'to that. | 


What T have ſaid in the beginning of my Vin- 
dication of mare = muſt here be recolle&ted on 
Fogo's behalf; betides which, 4 have ſome other 
conſiderations -to-offer, which F hope will ligh- 


\ ten the inſupportable load of Contempt, and 


Ridicule caſt on'him by our Caviller. 

Firſt, Therefore-in our :Judgment of Fago, we 
muſt follow the Rule of Horace, fo much ſtood 
upon by Mr. Rymer, + 


Intererit nktany | | 
| Cholcus an Afſyrias, Thebu nutritms, an Arpis. 


% 


We 


IIS 6 
POTN | > PO nes 
(We are not only to feſpe& the: profefiion- df the 
Man in our Judgment of the Charatter, but. we - © 
-muſt.alſo;have anBye to his:Natſon,/ithe Connery 
-he'wds borh.ing:and the. prevailing temper-of tlie . 
People, with their:National Yiees'3! by -this' Rule © 
weſhall-find Fago, an't4lian; ; by: Nature: Selfih,-- 
-Fealairs; Reſer d, Revengeful and. Proud;: ror can 
[Lifce any reaſonto: fuppaſt his Military Profeſlion | 
-ſhowd.to poweplully influence.himcopurge'sway || 
all theſs Qualities; and eſtabliſh cdotraty: iff their © 
room. ; Nor:\can. 1: believerthe quotation. from 
_ Hordte, which out Cayyler praduces, can jultly be” 
extended to all Uegizes of Soldiers.) 7 1 


, 2 79/1 SORPOR: &l £11: 
7 7 5 L® I" I&vruns thus. in Horace... "2 Fas EET5 fi / 
: | md Hontratum: ſir forte reponis Achillem"\ 1 
* Impig er, Jracmndns; Inexirabils, Atery; 3 


' + Jura neget ſibi Nataj nibil non arreget arms. 


TEN p £411 03; 
_*Tis plait frorh, what goes before; anti what/ fol- 
Jowsafter that: Horace meang nat this,. atleaſt fora. 
.general-Charatteriof all Soldiers, but only as a di- 
reion fot the' drawing Achilles, : or ſuch a Hero; 
| for he's enumerating the Manners, of thoſe public 
_ -- Charatdters, that were generally made. uſe. of. by. 
Wh - the Romans in their Ttagedies, for this/follows 
Sit Medea ferox invittaq) Flebils Too; 
Perfidus Ixion, Jo vaga, iriſts Oreftes, 
| CAUNMKR UG: 
Angda-fewLinesbefore hets giving the Charafters I * 
of ſeveral Profeſtions and Ages, from whence he Þ} 
4 | | proczeds 
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. of thera; and this is: confirm'd. by. whiat he: joyns 
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proceeds to theſe: particular CharkQers bf:4ch;lter} 
'Zno, Medea, &0. » diawn from'the known Stories 
to this; ns ff 


Siquid inexpertum ſcena committis,. 86Co + 


” x . 
e , S& Ly 


| Thatgis, jf .you-take knowti Perſons, that hav# 


many: Ages: trod the'-Stage ,; this: muſt 
weir ChargGer-;| but if you brirg ſome-newr 
non it; that;was never+there before; ther 


takecare that your Perſons preſerve thatCharaRer - 


you give.emat firſt, 0 1 + [| M4, 
.Iknow_Rapin: giyes:a Soldier theſe. qualities; 
Heres, Infolent;. Surly;. Inconſtant, which partly are 
the elects of their manner. of Life, but I can't 

nceive theſe: to be oppoſite to thoſe other +in 


. Jag9. , The Charatters or Manners, as the ſame 
Rypim-abſerves, are to be drawn fronv Experience z 


and..that tells us, thati chey differ. in' Soldiets:/ac+ 
cording|to-their Natare and Diſcipline 3- that alſo 
tells 25 that the Camp. is not, free from-:Deſigns, 
Supplantings, and all the effe&s.of the moſt ctimis 
nal of Paflions, and this. indeed. is evident from 
the Draught Homer gives us of the Grecian Camp; 
where Love was not: judg'd ſo contrary to the Cha- 
rater. of a General, as Mr,, Rymer, wow'd have it 
thought : Achilles and 4gamemingn having both their 
admird Captives...And.let Mr. Rymer fay what he 
pleals,- I, can provethat *'rwas the: ove of Briejers, 
that croubl'd Achilles, and confirm'd his anger, 
a54well as the meer aftront of haying his prize ta- 

7 ken 


. (m2) 
ken from him, but of that iti another place. - Ii 
thorrgthe es:of Homer differs as much fromthe | 
Soldiers of Mr. Rymiers acquaintance,as Fago does ; 
. nor is he the only Soldier that cou'd diſſertble: $5. 
non in Virgil, and Neoptolemus in Sophocles, are as 
guilty of i as he." VEST 
But granting that Fapgo's Charatter is defective 
fomething in the , Homer and Sopbocles 
have been guilty (the firſt much more, theother {| 
nat much leſs) of the ſame: what are the Wounds, 
Scuffles, Paffions, Adulteries, 'c+c. Of the 'Gads 
and Goddeſſes, obvious to the meaneſt wo wg | 
. and beyond all diſpute ? Is not the Charatter of 
Oedipus Colonens of Sophocies, as Repin remarks,ex- 
treamly unproportionable to Oedipm Tyraimnn: ? 
- And tho! Mr. Rymer is ſo-fevere, to deny that the 
Character of Fago is'that ofa Soldier, becauſe {6 
different from his Military Acquaintance; 'yetPm 
confidenthe wou'd take it extreamly amifs,” If 1 
ſhou'd deny him to be a Critic, becauſe ſo comra+ 
ry t9 all the Critics that I have mer with, 'play- 
ingthe merry Droll, inltead of giving ſerious and 
ſolid Reaſons for what he advances. W 
The other Charafers of this Play I muſt defet 
till another time, as well as a thorough defence of 
his Thoughts and Exprefiion, both whichhewhol 
ly denies him 3 and with an extravagantly won- 
derful Aſſurance publicly tells us ; that the Neigh 
mg of a Horſe has more Humanity, (for that is his 
Wittyciſm ) than the Tragical Flights of\Shaks 
ſpear. | +. FR 
bf Mr 


A883 fu 
. Mr. ,Rymer's Friend Rapin. tells us , that the 
Thoughts are the expreflion of. the Manners, as. 
Words are of Thoughts,that-is the natural'reſult of 
the Manners,which being already clear'd from his 
Accuſations, the vindication of the Thoughts are 
included itt them, as well as their Condemnation 
8 in his Charge againſt the other, for he diſdains to 
be particular in his proof. Then for the Expreſ- 
_ ſions of Shakeſpear, none but Mr. Rymer can find 
"| faule with *'m, The excellence of expreflion 
confiſts in this, that it beat 4 proportion to. the 
{Y Things; that is,hat it give us a full Idea of 'em 
YN. that it be apt, clear, natural, ſplendid, and 'nume- 
of 10 There is ſcarce a ſerious part of Shakeſpear, 
+ | Hur has all theſe qualities in the Expreflion. 
3 To omit ſeveral Scenes in Hamlet, particular- 
g ly that betwixt him, and his Fathers Ghoſt ; Fl 
1 only inſtance in/two or threeSpeeches,that are,and 
2 | have been on the Stage in our Memory, which 
* } may give ſome ſample of the Poetry, Thought, 
and Expreſſion of Shakeſpear. The firſt is in the 
Midſummer Nights Dreams, now a&ed under the _ 
name'of the Fairy Queen. AG the Third, Tua- 
nia lpeaks thus, 


Titan :' Be kind and courteous to this Gentleman, 
Hop in bus Walks, and Gambol in his Eyes, 
Feed himi with Apricocks and. Dewberxys, F 
With purple Grapes, green Figgs and Mulberrys, 
The Hony Baggs ſteal from the Humble Bees ; 
And for Night Tapers crop their waxen Thighs, . 


F and 
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© ': And light t: as ac thi frag Glow: 2P0YMs Eyes 3 ; 
To bave my Live to Bed and to Ariſe. 
Ani plack the Wings from painted Butter-fijes, 
To fan the Mom Beams from-bis ſleeping Eyes. 
Nod ro bim Elves, and do him Courteſe 


15-not this extreamly peexical and fine ? The next 


I ſhall take from the 2d. — of Richard the 


Second. 


York. T ben as 1 [aids the Duke (great Billingrbook) 

Mounted upon a hot and fiery Steed, 

Which his aſpiring Rider ſeems'd to know, 

With ſlow but ftately Grace kept on his courſe 

While all Tongnes cry d God ſave theBullingb2ook. 

You wou'd have thought the very Windows ſpoke, 

So many greedy looks of Young and old, 

Thro ws Caſements darted their defiring Eyes 

Upon 4 bis Viſage, and that all the Walls 

With painted Imay*ry had [aid at once, 

Jefit preferve thee, welcome Bullingb2ook. 

#hilft He, from one ſide to the other turning, 

Bare heads lower, than bus proud Steeds Neck 

Beſpeak them thes ; I ras ye Countrymen. 

yy thus fill doing thus he vaſe d along, 

' Putches. Ala/s! Poor Richard where rides he the 
while ! : ; 

York. As in a Theatre the Eyes of Mes, 

: After a well grac'd Attor leaves the $ tage 

Are idly bent on bim that enters next 

sbinkins bis prattle to be tedious 


- 


Ever 


WELD 
Even ſo, or with much more comempt Mens Eyes, 

Did {cowl 0n-Richard : No Mar «ys 4 God ſave 
him, 

No jofwlT ongue gave him Hlirts bis welcome bom.” 

But Duſ was thrown upon bis 8aered Head © 

ow wth ſuch gentle ſorrow he ſhzvok off © J 
Hi Face Ng combating with Tears auf Smiles, 

c The Badges of Grief Fond Patience) 

That had not God (for ſome rong purpoſe) fed 


The Hearts of Mem, they muſt perforce have melted, 


And Berbariſm it ſelf bave pirryd him. 


Are not here all the Boantys of Thought joyr'd- 


| With: all thoſe of expreflion ? is it- poſfible any 
thing that has but the leaſt Humanity, ſhou'd be 
dull enotgh not to reliſh,” not to be mov'd, nay 
tranſported with this 2 I muſt confeſs, it has fir'd 
me, ſo that I think our Crivic better deſerves the 
Arraignment Tiberius gave the Poet, for ill repre- 
ſenting Agamemnon, whoſe Charader ar beſt, was 
but a Child of Fancy, and therefore ſubject ro 
the Poets Will ; but to Blaſpheme ſuch a viſible 
Excellence, Merics the higheft concemyr, if not 
a greater Puniſhment. 

Shakeſpears Numbers carry ſuch anHarmonious 
Majelty, that what Rapin and ſome. other Critics 
fay of Homer, is juſtly his _ they give a noble 
Beauty to the meaneſt things. *Tis erue , the 
Words he fometimes uſes, by their abſoleteneſs 
renders ſome of his Exprelſi i10ns a lietle dark, but 
then we muſt remember the greac alceration our 
Langue ze has undergone fince his time ; but ex- 
I z aniue 


. 
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amine well the fenle of his Words, you'-ſeldom 
.find him guilty of Bombaſt , (tho" laid- to his 
charge by Mr. Rymer,) that is Words and 
Thoyghts il] match'd. On: the contrary, they 
are generally ſo well forted, that they preſent us 
with ſo lively. and ſenſible Image of what they 
import; that « fixes it felf in our Minds, with an 
extream fatisfa&tion ; and the more we view it, 

the more it gains upon us. - | 
I ſhall hereafter ſtep into the Scenes with Mr, 
Rymer, and alſo examine his Narrations, Delibe- 
rations, Dida&ic and Pathetic Diſcourſes, which 
. are all that are made uſe of Tragedy, in which 
if he ſometimes err, he has yet perform*d welt x 
and amidſt his faults you ſhall find fome thoughts 
of a great Genius, I ſhall only now obſerve en 
paſſant, in defence of that Scene, betwixt Fago 
and Othello, that we ought not to be impoſed on 
by poſitive aſſertions, or think becauſe Mr. Ry- 
ner tells us fo, that half words, and ambiguous 
- Reflexions, do not naturally work up Jealouſie, 
or that *cis not_ natural, for Othello to catch at ery 
blows ſurmiſe. Theſe Aﬀſertions of our Critic 
ſhew him to be very-ignorant of the very na- 
ture of this Paſſion, for as tis reduc'd to the pri- 
mitive Deſire by the Moraliſts, fo *ris thus by them 
defin'd, EY | | 
Tealouſie is a fear of looſmng a good we very much 
value and eſteem,ariſmg from the \ealt cauſes 

of Suſpicion. | 


- now 


3, RES 
w tis evident even from: the trifling, and falſe 
Objc&ions of his enemies" that Shakeſpear had this 


very notion of this -paſfion;fFor this reaſon *tis, he ' 


makes Othello ſlow the very firſt bair laid by 
Fago for hink Coffs is found with Deſdemona,and 


on Othello's approach, conſciouſly retires, which 
tho' he did to-avoid his Anger not Jealouſie ; Yet 
Fago improves the opportunity to his purpoſe, 
with an-—1 like not that ;, [then to awake 'the 
Moors Jealouſie by degrees ; he takes occaſion 
from Caſſos departure to queſtion him— did 
Calſſio when you word 'my Lady "know [4 youd 

Love ? Which he purſues with 'haif-word:s, and ' 
ambiguous Reflexions , that plainly* imply- more 
than they barely expreſs, in which he diſcover'd, 
fear to ſpeak on't what he-deſfir'd. Orbello ſhou'd. 
know, the natural conſequence of which is the 
touching a. jealous: Nature , with curioſity in a 
thing, that ſo nearly related to his Happinels. E'ry 
word rousd ſome ſurmrize 5* and as Ovid ob- 
ſerves, cuni#a timemus Amantes , Lovers, fear any 


- Appearance. But more' of this hereafter. In the 


in the mean while 'm pretty confident, &ry 
Mans own Sence will fupply my defe& of a par- 
ticular defence of the working up of Orbells's pals 
ſion of Jealouſie. 

And now Sir, *tis time to turn my Zhougee | 
from a defence of Shakeſpear, to an excuſe of mp 
own Tranſgreſlion, in addrefling this Eſſay to 


you without asking your Leave. I'm not for 
- asking pardon tor an Offence, before I have _ 


committed it, and then I am willing if poſflible, 
I 3 to: 


(18) 


to extenuate it from: all its heightning Circum?! 


ances; 
oy m! 
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no Na bop given more Authoricy to 


ra kv 

- my de nn Bge z. yet, wau'd you Ro 
hare dec to the manner I chought my ſelf 

ig'd to treat his accuſer in z for tho” he has 
bad no regard to the public' Friendſhip you © 
expreſs'd 
ſented the groſneſs of his public abuſe of you, 
with indignation enough to permit.me to deal 
with him in the ſame manner ; for What was 


{aig of a,great Lord, is fully as trus of you, wit. 


that you are 
The beſt natur'd Man, mo the worſtnatur d Mele, 


for ths there is nothis 
yout Satire ; ". Is. "= nothing {o caſie and fo 
affyble 25 Your; Temper and Converſation. Par- 
don me, I will ſpeak whatT know of You, and 
let my Enemies make the beſt on's, wheſe Ma- 


liceT yalus not, if I can but Rm with you ta 
forgive this els 


THE 


Sir, ' Rage: I 7. uy enough £0 lay 
TRE 6 well, that tho? 


or him 3 yec I know you; wi nat F&+. ' 


Þ ſtrong and cutting as . 


Ma Ml 


The [Rw ons and Honorable 
| Fheocrine t Theopompus ; 


- ſbewing Fler hoe ary Fl of 
onus of 


Lovers , 


Us 


LL your Letters are at laſt arriv'ld fafe, tho? 

it happen'd with them, as in a great man' 
other things : what ſhou'd a came firſt, came la 
by which Pm forry to find, that one who. is to 
judge of Souls, knows no better how to judge of 
Merit; elſe whatever your requeſt had been, it 
had been granted. E wiſh all that can ſerve the 
generous 7heopampus, had my ſenſe of his deſerts, 
. then ſhou'd the Friend of my dear Poliarchys be 
raisd, as far above thoſe ſelf Intereſt'd Wretches, 
as his Soul now is, and Genereſity was above; theirs. : 
For moſt of the ſordid World,neither know how 
to reward the living, nor how to do juftice-to the 
dead ; but theſe are crimes unknown to all that. 
were inſpir'd with the Friendſhip for our dear 
Poliarchas. 

There are few of the Troubles that attend us 

in this Life, but when we ſrioutfly examine their 
I © cauſe 
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| Canſe, we ſhall find we our felves in one kind or , 
other, have in ſome degree contributed to *em.For 
who can be of #generous Temper, and not bear a 
part with the Afflited? this has(asit it does with all 


that aregood)made you ſenſible of my ſufferings 
which has by an unforeſeen Conſequence brought 
the. trouble of many impertinent Letters on your 
{1f; ;for'tis impoſſible to ſuffer you ever to give 
oyer that pleafing Melancholy Subje& you fo in- 
genioully entertain me with. The Death of my 
Pchierchus 15 as laſting in tiny Memory as I am: 
and asI am the moſt unfortunate of Women hy his 
Toſs, fo can all other Aﬀfidions be but like drops 
of Water into the abyſs of the Sea: Yet have I 
met lately with an additional Grief, that bears a 
much greater proportion. That dear Mother I 
have been in care for, is now taken from me to 
avugment the number of the bleſt above 3 my ten- 
der Love, and grateful Dury, was ſuch for my un- 
equald Parent, that had I not known how to 
live after che Loſs, and AﬀiGtion you ſaw me in, 
1 cou'd ſcarce have ſupported this; but That has 
made me know that there s 4 waſt difference be- 
twixt Tears ſhed for thoſe whom Death chooſes, and 
Thole who make choice of Death, rather than 
- tive without what they too much valu'd. This 
vaſt conflux of misfortunes, gives me a greater 
deſire to be aflur'd whar knowledge my departed 
Friends will have of me at our meeting in their 
bleſt abode, for ſince Pve committed the facred 
Memory of Poliarchas to your care,(whichwhilſt 
I live,caft never dye.) Iam eternally entertaining 
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- Dh, lican get to liſten withmy fad Story 3 bug 
you can make it from age to\age'endure. - Time 

. the” certain cure, of all r ills can never leffen 
mine,ſo that I often reſolve to ſetk'out a ſolitude, + 
where if Reaſqn cannot overcome my Grief Grief” 
may overcom2 me, and make my wretched days 

| ſhore as I wiſh 'em, and my unhappy ſtate re- 
quires. mn, gs 


F am extreamly ſenſible of your generous com> -- 
paſſion,and muſttell you that when [I firſt converſt: 
in- this kind: with the ingenious Theopompur, my 
Eſteem cou'd then be groundedlion no other ſcore, 
but what great value he had for what deſervd: 
Leve and Efteem from all the World, my beſt apd 
deareſt Polzarchus:, But now you have engag'd me. 
the way that moſt prevails with -Humane Nature, ' 
by a Real Senſe of my Pain, That is fo gene—- 
rous a piece of good Nature, that *tis to be ad- 
mird wherever *tis found 3 and in return, I wou'd 
if I cou'd forbear tormenting you any more with 
my Grief. But Ah! How can I'ceaſe my com- 
plaints to one, who ſo tenderly apprehends *em, 
and fo-excellently applys the Cordial of unequal'd 
Advices. This makes you often troubl'd with my 
Melancholly Life; for I declare I had rather 
read your obliging Expreflions for our dead 
Friend, than all the fineſt things the greateſt of 
Mankind can fay on any other Subjed, but not 
to tire you all at: once. I ſhall here conclude, 
that I am your Friend, and Servant. | 


Theoctine, 
TO> 


\ 
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To ACME, before I bad ſeen her. | 
FE Onghi nos bs Prudence (Madam) to lec you 


know the unreaſonable extentof your Charms, 
far fear it deſtroy the Happineſs L aim at in your. | 


Pity ; Cruelky and Pride bei 
fe& "of fo Unlimited a Power. 
net pity, without knawing the Sufferer, I muſt 
inform you, Nivine Maid, 2 be I have increasd 
the nk. adn of 


generally the et- 


Love indeed is at Ofring that 
onthe ſoft Altars of Beanty ;/ But/ Madam, furs. 


never was by any bis an jelf, on that ofan Un- 


Hm Deit Gr We keep the Bleeding Viftims of our 
as we can, and ws yield 'em up 

eothe, Irreſiſtible Farce of the preſent Fair One. 
"This Madam, is the common Condition of 
Lovers * but as my. Paſſion has an extraordinary 


Obje&t in you, fo haye your Beauties an uncom- | 


mon Influence on me* far Charm'd by I know not 


your-very Name, without putting you to the ex- 


pence of ane killing Look, to obhge me to'c ; Re». 


port has often engag'd the Curioſity, but never till 
Bow won the Aﬀedtions. 

/ The firſt mention of you inſpir'd me with all 
the tender Thoughts of Love; and being oblig'd 
8 perſonate the Lover in Print. I had Recoutrſe to 


e Divine Idea, I had form'd of you, Madam, to. 
qualifie 


et, ſince yes | 


rok Slaves, without fo much. as: 
ecing you for all the Sighs you 


t tobe laid 


what Divine Witchery Sacrifice my poor Heart to- 


| 
| 
| 
( 


'BIET a 


(123) "A 
qualifie me for it 3/ you were cnly Heavenly 
Muſe that I invok'd, which abundantly furniſh'd: 
me with all the Tranſporting Rapcures of Love. 


But alaſs ! Madam, "while I too much” gave way + 


to Imagination, it carry'd me to a View of 
Joys, none but you can impart, atleſt evo charm- 
ing fair one, ſo much juſtice is due tos the moſt 
uncommon of Lovers,as to permit him the Blefling 
of your Converſion. | | 

Ah! Madam, excel the reſt of your Sex in Per-. 
fettions of Mind, as much as you do in thoſe -of 
Body, and jet not Pride and Cruelty level da 
wit en ; Po ines Ine RR the S 1 
ro ot your Empire, by your V af- 
Gals, and be notlike wang proud of theirDe- 
ſtruction, at leaſt permit the addreſs of the 
greateſt of 191 


Slaves, - *)e. 
Septimuis.” | 


i 
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To ACME, after 7 bad ſeen her. w 


\ x F Hat-ever Doubts you were plea&dto make 
of my paſſion before 1 faw you, Madam; 
becauſe 1o uncommon z\.yet ſince I havenow ſeen 


Ee =, 


_ of my love, for ſure you 
to behold that Face with an unwounded Heare. 


*T was 


| "= 
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"Twas not 'at leaſt poſlible for me (who came 


preingag'd with ſtrong deſires) to ſee you, with- 
out the extremity of Love, 


I figh'd and languiſh'd for you before, without | 


the pleaſure of feaſting my greedy Eyes with the: 
delicious banquet of your Looks. How often did 
Fenvy thoſe yout Eyes made ſlaves, whilſt I fell 


a vidgim to your very Name, without a ſight of 


that Heavnl dyd for ? How often have I fad, 


How bleft, how more then happy muſt be Prove 
Who from ber looks drinks in full draughts of Love, 
_ For after Pajn he meets with pre ent Foys ; 
With a too emvy'd Fate, diſſolves and Dyes, 


_ Jy the vaſt Beatific Viſion of : her Eyes, X k 


theſe were my thoughts then Madam, and Ima+ 


gination fell ſhort-of Reality; for I wou'd not for 


a thouſand greater torments, than the vaſt in- 
creale of my paffion has brought me, have been 
without that too too fleeting pleaſure of ſeeing you 
laſt Sunday; *Tis true, that was not ſufficient 
co-calm all my Griefs and Sighs. An ' empty 
view of Heaven, . was not the. utmoſt bounds of 
my Longing: and Love took it only as ant earneſt 
greater»Satisfa&tion, and now makes uſe of it, 
but to aggravate my ſuff* rings, which nathing 
but your Pitty can leflen. , = 
I wou'd not Madam, put you to too great art 


expence of. Pitty at once, I only deſire: your , 


leave to adore you, and a reviving look -now-% f 
gnd then ta ſupport my languiſhing Soul. Ss < 


Coge. 
I muft confeſs your welcome Pitty ſhou'd extend 
fo far,as to admit the humbleſt and moſt loving 
of your Slaves ſometimes to your Converſation; 
I wiſh too—but ſhou'd I trouble you with all my 
Wiſhes, it wou'd be endleſs, and thought perhaps 
preſumptuous, for they are extravagantc, and have 
no limits but in you, ſoaring as my Love, and 
| Boundleſs as your Charms; 
- And cannot a Wreath thus tofs'd, thus diſtract» 
ed with fach hopeleſs Wiſhes, merit your Com- 
paſſion ? Can nothing but Death attone for my 
loving you ? And oh too charming Acme ! I wi 
I were but as ſure of-your Pity. as I am of being 
the moſt miſerable of Men whilſt I live, and ſoon 
a Ghoſt without it. 

Give me leave Madam, to hope you. will not 
always deny it me——miſtake me not. This 
hope 15s not built on an ovyer-weening Confidence 
in my own' Merits, (yet if Love be ſol have the 
greateſt) but on thatnoble Idea, I form of your 
Mind from the Beauty of your Body,for fure Na- 
ture cannot be ſo propoſtereus in the moſt Sclemy 
of hex Works,as to leave ſuch outward perfetion 
unfmiſh'd within, And piety Madam, is the grea- 
teſt and moſt conſummate attribute of the No- 
bleſt Mind, as Beauty is of the Body, 

Nay, Beauty is of no uſe nor Advantage with- 
out Pitty,. and the crueHWleſt of your Sex muſt at 
; laſt have recourſe to it, after they have fooliſhly 


0  facrificd many of the precious hours of flying, 


and irrecoverable Youth to a barbarous and uns 
accountable Cuſtom 3 if they refolve not, itill 
more fooliſbly to fling away the greateſt, and 

molt 
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moſt valuable of Heay'ns Bleſſings Beauty, and 


outh without making uſe of 'em. | 
The Miſets of Money have more Reaſonf; - 
than thoſe of BESEy: for. the former haye:the 
ftore they ſpare ftill by them, to gratifie their 
Ambition or Pleaſure of viewing it z but'the lac- 
ter deny themſelves the enjoyment of that Trea- 


(ute, that has no other uſe, and which they can't 


reſerve with all. their care ; and'cis the heighth - 
of folly to ſpare that, which tho' we uſe not, flys 
Awiftty fromus without any Advantage,and which 
can never be recover'd. 

. Be not therefore, my adorable Acme, fo impro- 
wvidently Provident, of the fleeting Store, as 0 


complement a Rnſelefs and cuſtomary Barbarity, 


at the expence of your F«fice and Reaſon; they 
zoth demand your Pitcy and your Love. For 
Retaliation is the Law of Juſtice, Love for Love 
and Heart for Heart, as.well as Eye for Eye, ani 
Hand for Hand, And Reaſon wou'd per{wade 
you to lay youf coming Years out in Pleaſure, 
_ none fo innocent, fo laſting, and fo vaſt as 
ve. by 

Lowe's the moſt generous Paſſion of the Mind. 

The ſafeſt Refuge Innocence can find. 

Tis tounded in- Nature, the World-and all Man: 
kind owe their beings tot +. 

*Tis crue Madam, I am not form'd with all that 
nice proportion,and that curious ſhape, that Fops 
are ſo proud of, and - Women ſo much cover; 
but yet my-Mind (nor is it a boaſt to ſay ſo) ex- 
cells them. I grels not like a Bean, nor do I 

move 
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tnoveby.A#r:,butthen, too charmirig Acme, I do 


hot love by att as he does. My. Form, my Mien, 


and my Loveart of a Pieceplain atid ſincere, and - 
.only informwd by Nature. 


Tf all this meric-not your Love, it muſt your 
Pitty and Friendfhip, attd on any Terms I'wou'd 
be admitted to thenumber of your Slayes. | 


AM noe =. 
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To the Proud Acme. 


He ſending back my three laſt Letters, Ma- 


detaining the '? wort and that'I 
nowdo youa very grateful Office in ſending tor 
'eim; And Madam,you can't doubtbut that it muſt 
be a wond'rous SatisfaRtion to one fo infinitely ena- 


mour'd, as Tat, to u at any Rate.. Ut you 
ſend 'em'not, I Noe prank carl how-ever un- 
acceptable the Offerer was, the Sacrifice was wel- 
come 3 but if 'you return *em, I ſhall have the 
mighty comfort amidft my Sighs.to kifs ſomething 
that has touch'd rhoſe Hends, that are not us'd to 
beſtow any Favours on Men in my Circumſtances: 

Well, Madam,fince you are fo cruel;tis well I've 


+ ſome other Balm in ſtore for my wounded Heart; 
for Women, to.me like Scorpions,have always been 
their own' Cure. If their Eyes have piercd my. 


Heart, their Vanity, Folly or Pride, hasgenerally re- 


* ſtor'd ito perfe# Healrh, And I am ſenſible that I 


ſhall never be entirely «done or loft in Love, ll 


| 1mectwith one as free from affetied Comneſs, as 


fram 
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from ajefted Lauguiſhments, and ſuch pretty arti- 
ficial Tweers, deſigning Glances,berwixc Inw- 


tation and Denyual, as are no ſmall Auxiliarys 
'in Acmes Conquetts, The only Bond, Madam, 
that tyes my poor Heart for ever, to the Oar of 


ove, is an Imocent, Free, and Obliging RinU- 


nels, Senſe, and an Agreeable Converſation 
ind DtUmor, with an Exemption from DefeQs 


of Conſtitution, and Body, that ſhall be name- 
leſs, for Reaſons beſt known to my ſelf. And 
"ill I meet with ſuch. an one, my Heart, I thank 


' my Stars, has ſo much the command of it ſelf, as 


to admit as much, or as little of - Lowe as it plea- 


/fes ; elſe Madam, in what a mi/ereble-pickle ſhou'd 


I now have been d*e think ? — S;ghing, Mourning, 
and: Dying; to. no purpoſe ?. beſides, curling, 


"Fate, Stars, - Planets, and all that. (as Mr, Bays 


ſays) for a damn'd Ingrate? | 
- But ſince tis now over no-more of that, thou 
wondrous fair one, leſt you ſhou'd think me yet 


.-your Power : but as my Paſſion for Acme, had a 


plaguy odd Beginning fo ſhall it here have full as 
Oadl an ending. — For the Duce (or any thing, 


. but your Eyes) take 'me, if I am not at this very. 
individual Moment within -ken of the very place, 


whence I ſet out in my Voyage of Love 3 in which 
fince you'l not permit meto be your. Fellow Tra- 
veller. . I wiſh you «n bon Voyage. Adieu, 
Ma Belle Dame, 
 Adien, X 
Sept31m1us.' 


THE 
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Was extreamly.-uneaſie, Madam,. to be en 

L fuch unequal Terms with you, whilſt you 
know 'where to direft to. me, tho I don't to 
you z and I confeſs, I thought, it. as great. a 
Grievance as Vizer, Masks,. by, which Women - 
| have the unreaſonable Advantage of walking 

inviſibly, when Men are far&dc'ry.where to go 
bare-fac'd: Yet as thaſe would be.more tolerable, 
if none but the Ugly and Indifferent wore*%em, 
fo ſhould 1 with the greater. Eaſe diſpenſe 
with my Ignorance of a DireQjoa to you, had 
you-either none, or elſe leſs. Wit, than your 
Letters prove, you have :. For ?tis that Divine I 
Charm that makes me deſire to ſettle a Corre- | 
ſpondence with Uraie. Nor is this Deſire op- 
Polite to your Reſolution of remaining unknown : 
For there ſhall, upon Honour, beno,further Inqui- 
ry made after you than you ſhall allow ; tho 
G—-perſiſts in his Opinion, - that yau ſacrifice 
your Wit. and Senſe to the Reputation of that 
trifling Sex you, are not of; this not. only the 
Wit of your former, but the polite Accuracy 
of al} your Letters perſuade. him, ſince you. are 
not only free from the falfe Spelling of moſt 


Women, but: are ſo entirely. exempt rom 12! 5 
K--- Engli x 
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Engliſh and Grammar, that you diſcover a bet- 
ter Acquaintance with Lilly, than to've paſy'd 
no. further, than tifat Caution you quote from 
his Accidens; beſides ſome Beavities in the meer 
Writing down your Thoughts, which few Men 

Practiſe or Know. | | | 
I am of the. ſame Opinion of you, Madatn, [ 
declared in my former ; and becanfe 1 would 
fain have you a Woman, believe you firmly to 
be ſo : And thongh & — he fo poſitive, that the 
Diffidence you pretend of your ſelf, is nothing 
* but a cunning Subterfuge from the ſureſt Evi- 
dence of 'your Sex, your Converſation, yet, am 
I (taking you ſtill for a very Woman) both 
pleag?d and diſlatisfy'd with it; for tho Iam 
pleas?d, becauſe it ſeems the Child of Modeſty 
and Diſcretion, which ſeldom join with Wir, 
eſpecially in a Woman; Yet am I dillatisfy*d' 
with it, ſince I. find *twould deprive you of what 
it qualifies you for ; Converſation, I mean, with 
Mankind, fince that, not enly ſecures you from 
the Fate which the Imprudent of your Sex, 
have for want of it, incurr; but alſo becauſe 

it renders you more deſirable to Men of Senſe. 
But Madam, were we ſuch formidable Crea- 
tares as you ſeem to make us, that you cou'd not 
Converſe with us but you maſt be Ruin'd, yet 
is there no Danger from me, who have none of 
thoſe engaging Accompliſhments, that are the 
wondrous and bewitching Engines of your Sex's 
Deſtruction 3 as Wir, Shape, - Dreſſing, Dan- 
cing and Singing; with. the reſt of the gay 
| Train 


( 131 ) 
Train that take with the Fajr : For I aſlute 
you Pm Ugly enough , and Dreſs ill enough 
to be a Wit, and yet am Dull enough to be 
Handſome, and a Beau. 1 can neither Sing not 
Danee, and am yet very Impertinent ; for thovgh 
] talk little, yet even that is nothing to the pur- 


| poſe. So that, Madam, from ſuch a Man, the 


moſt diſtruſtfull Lady need fear no Stratagem on 
her AﬀeCtions,' ſince they are generally taken, by 
The Eye or Ear; andif neither of 'them be won, 
t e \_ of your Heart is ſecure, and Impreg- 
nable. 

But referring this wholly to your ef, all I 
ſhall beg, is a ſettPd Correſpondence with you, 
whether you be a real or counterfeit Waman ; 


and ſhall therefore conclude with acknowledging 


my Error in not taking more Notice of your 
Welſh Friend ; thongh it may well be Pardoned, 
if the Wir of the Inditter diſarmed all my ſaty- 
ric Rage, and made me rather ſacrifice a uſt 
Indignation to her Praiſe, than forſake ſo plea- 
ſing a Thetne, for ſo fruitleſs a Labor, as chaſtiſing 
thoſe inhoſpitable Fritains, who wou'd no more 
now have underſtood or improv*d the wholſom 
Satyre to PraCtice, than they did their Duty, 
when they made the Ingenions Vraria their Ene- 
my; whom to retain my Friend, ſhall be the 
Endeayour of, 


Madnm, _ 
Tour humble Servant, 


K 2 L E T- 
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LETTER IL - 

I" X - Awib the 2d. 93: 
EJs at laft recovered your Letter, Madam, 
L 1 ſend this Anſwer to prevent your Frou- 
ble of Tranſcribing another Copy: Firſt there- 
fore, Madam, I muſt tell yon, Pm infinitely 
Proud that you do me the Honor .to fix your . 


| Correſpondence with 'me ; nor *wou'd F for, the 


orld have the Happineſs of this entercourſe of 
.£tters broke off” on. any Account, much lefs on 
ot1eſo trivial as you mention : For there's not'a 
Live. you ſend, but 1 eſteem it more thay the 
whole. Revenue of' the Poſt: Office. "Though F 
ajiſt confes" I" could wiſh (and that with © 
my Heart) that you were not kaying the” Town, 
becauſe 1 find by this Letter, that there is nv 
Dapger of your Heart, if I ſhou'd be admitted 
to your Converſation : For 1 afſiire you, 'Ma- 
dam, '1 am «far from a Phoenix ; "though I may 
perhaps, have'ſome Pretence to thoſe your dar- 
ing Qualities:, And FT hope the Ambition I ſhall 
always.avow to be the Friend of Urama, 'will 

Excule,the Vanity of being more Particular. *' 
hate Ingratitade where ever *tis, and” cairt 
therefore think them Hero's, who efpouſe the 
Quarrel of the Ingratefull, ler their Perſonal 
Bravery or Courage be never” ſo. great. Then, 
NRegRs for Diſlimulation, I can ſay this, that 
I'm far from loving it, and only pratiſe ir ſome- 
| RY times 


clas? 


Ups on. Com ulfion, as a neceſlary Evil; and 
to ſay. Tray, ds peep Neceſſity, of /it,: hay - 
made 1it loſe th Infamy of a. Vice, . with. .; n 
molt, all, and 6 exin'd it. the, Reputation: of 
fect pra e he Fotck and Wile < cn - 
eed any Man be free from 1t,; uy he d 
urchaſe . the- Nats of A, Mag wo [ah 
f: ten all he knows from his 
fig er It.a little, 2M dy and Pm.c 
allow. a gueled 
corum of 


prop Rs tell. 
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more UNaccep 
=D of Joy. k wg ts Byt.$6, prog 
am, . 1% Tee rom Nor, can 
think any; one ap. kpoctine buz.an. DE BE) 
any obs an \ Athieſt.þut a Fool, Ago {00 Pl 
Fa owmgnts you require uz. a Groay 
<6, and a trye, Nablenefs '&f Mind. the 'Pra- 
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Qice and different Opinions of the' World, have 
rendred 'the Terms ſo ambiguous, that the De- 
finitions of Philoſophy are of ſmall Uſe : I muſt 
therefore deſire you ro explain in your' next, 
what you mean by them, that ſo I may find how 
T'can pretehd to-%em; for I'd fain_be qua- 
med for' the” inconiparable Urania's Friend. 
ord) 6 &Þ>;y wn miſtake not 'yopr Senſe of the 
'been' my Yice and Puniſhment. "In 

ſhort, "Magain, af by Good Humour you mean 

Good Nature, [Can 4 6 in ſme Claim to'c ; but. 
if by*t you ynderftand” a brisk Jeſt and jovial 


a Knee! alk' apd'more Lavgh, Faith, *'Ma- 


6m Barak Par 'hox. fond 'of ' waking any 
FE 
'*hus\ mutth-for' the Qualities both Nepative 


* the Follies 
-- Stars: Pie be vefy 


yoo oHk Refi equally crimit 


Abominate 
lies of *em;, wot 
in Gaycety, as 


X —_ petty 7 Mahi, "ſack T_ pave deferib'd | 
r 


the Pheetix' rhat- inijſt win 1 art,' giveme 
[cave to prefentyou with's 'rotigh'Skerch of her 
(that's 'almoſt" 'a3-rare) that 'muſt make an ab- 


ſolute Conqueſt of mite; "(for <as for tranſient 
- Amorets, one indifferently A's valified may do.) 


She 'muſt be. moderately but no" Beauty ; 


(and thats the reaſon 1 ated at'ia my laſt, that 
I was forry you told me you were no Beauty) or 
at leaſt, if poſſible, only ſo in my Eye: She muſt; 
be neither Proud; nor AnebeT's as' Witty as Ura- 

ma, 


Affirmative you require in” a Friend : ned 
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nia, yet as free from One and Obſti 
as1 think her. 1 mean not þ Ho thofe. iooey, 
Repartces of the Cocquets of the Town, which 
you with juſtice Condemn, but 'a ſenſible Ap 
prehenſion of things, which Pm' confident you 
can't mean, when you term Wit a Scandal. 
fine, Madam, ſhe muſt be Eafje and Free in KEY 
Converſation, vety' Grateful), very. Geherons 
and. very Loving in her Nature: And I 
find one 1o qualified, I'm entirely-her Slave. ' © 
But whilſt I porfoe: my Thonghrs, 1'find my 
Letter grow top 1ong, which is one-Faylt of i 
whining Lover, who being much' your Averſion, 
Pl] bere conclude with' an humble Requeſt x at- 
| may have Leave to hope 1 ſhall one Day beſo 
Happy, as to be admitred to your Catverfatiddr: 1 
For that, Madam, T miſt own is the greateſt. 
Ambition of -*' 
\ Toke humble Serve | 


CT Viridomir: 


Left dio — Do FER SUWi fr) 
LETTER III. 


Our Raillery, Madam, on wy Loſs of your 
Letter, is as Juft, as Witty; and I confeſs. 
with a great deal. of Confuſion, I can make no. 
Apology for*t, unleſs an Aſſurance that I'll ney 
truſt your Letters in my, Pocket again, at Icaſk- 
with any other <a” 
4 
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my.ſclt extreamly Heppy. that. I, can, 


"Ur, in any thing and truly, M 
the rel $ have. for | you, that naſ 


Pe the © a ium. of 'our he Met 
beau my. Brother ods © e Fe nr <LI 
EXE npoq | The Dixect nt, 206, "but 


a9 ſhew Letter _ =o an I tes 
Pleaſure without on Permiſ- 


with bis Brethreh of — might. 
cauſe they;have ſome, Depen- 


NCe. ON, 'hims huz the Reſpect that's: dug. co 
iſt ics tha %s. due, to, mc; 
Ne have Fn his Tay ing, within A 
Focos of Good 


'M ; 

1 RE a9 hs 
190 & Enemy to: 
before 4 was never.any Friend to it. . You. 


Madam, new. Molded, me $9: your own Delire ; 
and that Vice appears now ſo very Ugly and Un- 


I> 
» w# * 


IE 


| Rh: that I'm extreamly aſham?d 1 ever ſaid a 
word 1 


n its Vindication ; But above all, I ſhall 
thifk it 2 crying Sit to. the Di-. 


vine Urania, and for that reaſon, Madam, F 


muſt tell YOU, : -&hat my Conv tion with both 
pre has {aka nie ſome reaſoh to think Pm 


IE: 


ns whe 1 'Tead* 


our ſelf, erp 
ing) ar; enbt. FH We wh had, 


"att evi EA Hs, is Y ny 
; 1914 2 trear y 


uainted with the engral Ini ng 
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treamly uncommon, that it looks like the. divine. 
JIravght of ſome Inſpired Poets Fancy, when he 
ore us,by a great Example of his own Crea-+; 
what we ſhou'd be, and not like a Rea 

«nl your Proſe has the effeCt of his nh 
conveying Inſtruction in its moſt grateſul Vehi., 
cle. Pleaſure, . and, fo fixes the. noble Idea in; my 
Soul, and” makes me in love-with your Mind, bg+. 
fore ſee your Perſon: And you. your never, Pers 
ſwade me, that Converling with 'Ou, Can,Ever, 
eſſen ohom Eſteem for. you; . For. tho, the ,Wrk 
tings of ſome of the moſt In MO! afford amore; 
arccale PT tertainment, Th Ir. Co 
t we may Joſe a great deal of their Exceljei 
Nl taking , their Thoughts 5ight; FE 

x Fo Pg Df identinus, tha that by 1 I IL repearing; 
his. YE made %em his, 5,oR n: Behdes, Mad- 
an, there ar are ath houſand Gr ace in the del #54 


3 


T1 TEE YT 


that * abur Y.; rv: the Fa ey: Ay 
Lady. Ie $> Which, muſt encreaſl er Eſteem; 
and which . we Joſe when Ableas Andy Rivine, 
Urania, Jince. be Heart is; e-N VEFy:; 


hands already, Ian ſee no: realan, ( forgive mp1 | 


F reedom) , w y,;ySu ſhou?d deny; this: Favours! 


ſince I leave | t6 your ſelf. the. management of the! 
Itreryiew,, a and gave you my Wort «Chat you 
have the entire Eoveramens 90 Di wry and, , 


Attiotis. 


"But, Maddrp, IP, tho ho 1 hay ve ganas cartel, longs 
ing to Converſe. w raua, 


Libet ” the EK far ealth; . 5 pion 5 pe Fog 


es, An and the Ambitious for Honours: ;- Jet Dyving, 
- ' © unknown, 


| 


en m —_—— — — ————c—_—— "——— 


ONE 
nnkngwn, fuch a reſpe£t I have, ſuch a profound 
Veneration for you, chat I would Sacrifice even 
ris Cotitent (which perhaps is not of leſs value 
ehan even Life it ſelf ) co your leaſt Inconyenj- 
oy, if 1 was ſare_.it cou'd not be obtain'd with- 
out prejudice to,Urania. X 

| V'F have a great'deat to ſay abont the Greatneſs 
and -Nobleneſs of Mind yoy deſcribe, but that 
wowd be toolong for a Letter that. has already 
exceeded irs juſt Bonnds; and I hope, 1 may haye 


the liberty to deliver my Sentiments by word of 
Mouth; only I moſt fay thar reaſon, not Opini- 


a 
: 


ofl, general or 


pepoalar, ought to decide fo 
»hty-a Point.” 


 *Bat upon the'whole, Madam, 


me to make fome ſmall 'prerention to it. 


tute goes to the cpn 
' Drania ſays there'fs mote; I take not good Na- 


tire inThat generalſence youſhint at, but for a_ 


freedom from Malice, Envy, Moroſeneſs, &c, 
but if any part-of Gaity be required, Pm at a 


loſs, for Pim dityrally of a Metancholy diſpo- * 


ſion, and dull heavy Conyerfation, as I former- 


lytold you; anf'perhaps this want of an. Airy 


Temper, with a'little fooliſh Modeſty I've al- 
ways been troubled with, is that; that has made 
me ſtill ſo Unſucceſsful with the. Fair, that nane 


con'd ever be in, Love with me, ' whilſt others 


with as few Brains, more Vanity, and if poſſi- 
ble, 1cf$ agreeable Perſons have prevaild. Waller 


lays, Women ſtoop to'the' Forward and the Bold, 


which 


bythe Vices you lay down as its Oppoſites 1 may 


-Fwou'd'fain know'what more than' good Na-' 
poſing good Humour, ſince 
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which are no ingredients in my CharaRer; af 
ſeaſt in Love, and my Converſe with your Sex, 
So thar, Madam, I hope youll {cruple no 

to give'me leave to wait on you,” and as I Prove; 
 admif me into your Eſteem; ar' leaſt as- / Bat" 418 
cold Friendſhip will allow ;. or 'diſcard me'for 
ever, a greater Curſe than which cannot fall on 
the Head of, M2 200 


colin 


on 25 lo : ) 

Tony Humble Servant, Eg | Y' 263 20 

and (if you'll groe me leave to fay ws ; 
'True' F rien, 


viridomar, 


LETTER 1V. 


May 5. 83. 


NOming to Town laſt n bt, and havi 
uſed yours, I think ok Anger, ing pr 
againſt the Bookſeller,very juſt, ſince *tis indeed a 
Scandal to any Name in the opinion of the moſt 
Senſible part of the Town, tg be in theſe Mercia 
Ties; and the Zeal } was told you had for ? , | 
made 


C14) 


judice, till ſpight, of all that, diſadvantage, your 


Wit and . Addreſs-raiſed my , Admiration, which 


i goruLeger encreaſing, begot this importy« 


w 
. nate defire, you teliſt, with ſo cauſcleſs and feverg 
anQbſtinacy. Cauſeleſ5,, Madam, becauſe my ©. 
piojon of a grant of a Requeſt, purſued with that 
ardour and importunity, wou'd be pure as your 
Stile, and juſt as your Thoughts ; for 'm none of 
thoſe cenſorious formal Hypocrites, that can re- 
ccive the Favour, and yet condemn the BenefaQ- 
or that beſtowed it. . Severe to-.Extravagance to 
make the very Deſire its own-Obſtacle, 2fter our 
moſt; reaſonable Parts have- brought us acquaint- 
ed. Sure, Divine Uramia, you'll grant, - that our 
Correſpongence is in reaſon a more honourable 


Infroduftion to Friendſhip, than a Viſit or 


two-with a Friend ; yet after this laſt, the moſt 
{crupulons Lady will permit one to wait on 


er. 
—Yeu-muſt therefore, Madam;Pardon me, if 


what you have urg'd, do not recencile me to 
your Dental ; nor-haye you;-by any means as 
ood Reaſons for this, 'as againſt Dilſimolation ; 
or there you oppos$?d the common Practice ge- 
nerally Erroneous, but here vindicate its fa}ſeſt 
=" © rrp eiIn 

'Fhe Body of good Humour I. bave, but wang 


aÞs your Conves 
all. .. : 


Fi&. 
# . 
ug . » 
- 


eg 


made me read your, firſt Letters with ſome: Pre: + 


he. Spirit and Life, Facetiouſheſs, which per- 
ſarign. mpy inſpire, as Dull as l 


# : d. » & 4 | 4 ' iS th : R X » 
ahron Your 
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" Your Letters Madam, can'never be too long, 
for as youfind I can never write a ſhort Letter 
to you, ſo 1 defire none from you but long ones, 
fince their' peruſal is, if not the-only, yet the 
greateſt Pleafare of, cs 
Madam, 
Your Humble Servant, 
and Admiring Friend, 
Viridomar: 


_—__ 


<& . 


LETTER V. 


Sſure your ſelf, admired Urania, that this 
generous Compliance of yours with my re- 
peated Importunities to fee you, ſhall never 
cauſe any opinton but what is the natural Reſult 
of your Condutt in it ; that is, that yoii”are a 
Lady of Senſe and Honour ; and I only think 
you have uvgd roo much Caution in this tedions 
delay : You haye ſacrificed abundantly too much 
time to Formality and Cuſtom; for tis thoſe 
two, that mike the Ladies more hard of "acceſs 
than Men. My firſt Letter had been ſuffigient 
to have gain*d me admiflion, to any. Har, nay, to, 
Hotbs himfRIf; -and where 'our Eſteem wa 
| Lady 


hy. 


- more Caution.. Mr. Dryden ſays, 


'Þ  » TE 
Lady is-of the ſame nature, viz. a Love of her 
Mind; bounded with a juſt Friendſhip, all delays 
are; but necdleſs Cautions. I only urge this, 
Madam, to ſhew- you. how far Pm-from enter- 


taining any ill thoughts of the dear Favour you 


beſtowed on me in your Laſt ; and I'm abun- 
dantly aſſared, that the fatisfaCtion of your Con- 
verſation will anſwer my ExpeCtation; for what- 
ever you may think of dull Terreſtrial Conver- 
ſation ( true in reference to what my Alloy will 
give it). *tis my opinion it, cannot be daſh'd with 


much 'of Earthly Dulneſs where Urania is to | 
give. it Life and Spirit. 


You” have reaſon 1 muſt confeſs to be ſome- 
thing cautious in making a new Friendfhip with 
one you know 'not, ſince you have been Decel- 
ved ; ſo much deceived in one you thought you 
might ſo well depend on_ as A/dtubal, whoſe 
Name was well ſvited to his Nature, and if of 
his -own:choice, certainly his Punick Faith made 


him ſo fond of. a Carthaginian Name. But ſince 


Experience can't ſecure you in a Friend, I fanſie 
Madam, *rwould not be Impolitick to try what 
Chance _ will do; .throw your ſelf entirely on 
that, and be abſolutely my Friend without any 


There*s a neceſſity in Fate 
Why ſtill the brave bold Man is Fortunate. 


The Cautious ſift things with a too nice and 
jealous Eye to be eaſily Happy, whereas, if we 
W 


ws Sw<s ML. A At 
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will really be: ſo, we muſt a little contribute to 


the cheating our ſelves into-an opinion of it;.. far. 


Happineſs is nothing but Opinion; and thp 
this ſometimes end too ſoon, yet it makes ſome 
amends, by the Pleaſure it gave us whilſt we en- 
tertain'd the dear Amuſement; whereas, the Can- 
tious are always in pain to avoid Pain, which 
is like dying for fear of Death. Let not there- 
| fore the perfidious Ingratitude of the faithlels 
Carthagiman influence your Judgment of Yiride- 
mar, who is not only. an irreconcileable Enemy 
to Ingratitude and Ivfincerity, but a hater of a 


Common Wealths, becauſe they have Always - 


fgnaliz'd their: Ingratitude, and indeed lie un- 
der a neceſlity of always being ſo: So that the 
thing you diſlike in me, ought to be-your great- 
eſt ſatisfaftion and aſſurance of my Fidelity and 
' Honour, in chuſing rather te Suffer, than Tri- 
umph; for I have a Soul ambitious as any Man; 


but, Vrama "tis a brave Ambition governs me;, * 


I wou'd be Great and Juſt, . but rather Juſt than 
Great, . I wowd be Great, to have it in my 
power to do Good, to deſtroy - thoſe Villains 
that Inflaence the Beſt of Princes, and make 
them aCt contrary to their Natures; for I cou'd 
ſhew a Path Princes might tread to Power, 
Wealth and Honour, conh{iſtent with the Love, 
the Intereſt, and the Glory of their Counttics: 


But cou'd I make my. Country the Envy of 


Europe and Miſtreſs of both the Indies, and of a 
laſting Unity at Home, I wou'd not part with 
my Faith, my Honour, nor my Sincerity to effe& 


IC. * 


VP 
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it. Let not Aſdrubal therefore be the Rule vf 


: - 


your Fndgment of Yiridomar, but aſſure your elf I 


'wor'd noryield to youin Faith and Sincerity: Ard - 


as you will atone for all the faults I have expe- 


rienced in your fex, ſo Pll a&t with ſuch an emii- - 


lation of your Vertues, that I'll force you ' to 
confeſs I differ from moſt Men. Oh ! I wov'd 
Die before Pd make my Friend and Benefa&or 
my Tool, my Step to paſs the dirty Plaſhes of 


my Fortune, and then Regard her.no more, as 


Aſdrubal has done: No, let me be Joſt and 
Poor, rather than thrive by Villainy. .A Wo- 
man qualified like Vrania, ought to be valued 
above the World, and ſhall by Yiridomar, if ſhe ad- 
mits his Friendſhip. 

"Itell you my whole Soul, Urarie, you fee it 
naked as Heaven, and void of all Diſguiſe ; I'm 


weary of this Villainous World, and the endleſs 


as well as bootleſs Impertinencies of the Conver- 
ſfations of my own Sex, a wretched Circle they 
movein, of Prophaneneſs, Nonſenſe and Hurry ; 
I have had too large a ſhare in this fooliſh: Prize, 
theſe deſtruftive Baubles of the Town, that Men 
like Fools, bedeck themſelves withal; proud of 
their very Infamy - I Long, I Sigh for a dear Re- 


fuge from them all, and nothing like the Converſe 


of Urania, whoſe Senſe, as well as Sex, affords a 
more reaſonable and calmer Joy ; the ſenſe of it 
tranſports my Mind with ſuch a ſtrange Impety- 
olity to eftabliſh a Friendſhip with you, that Pm 
extreamly uneafie till F ſee you, and ſhall expeCt 
Friday with the moſt impatient defire, when ac- 
cording 
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cording to your appointment, Pll certainly wait 
on you, and with this ſend you the thanks of the 
moſt grateful Mind, for this Generous Conde- 
ſcention to the Importunity of, = | 


Madam, | 
| Your faithful and fincere 
Friend and Humble Servant; 
Viridomar? 
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An Eſſay at a Vindication of Love 
in Tragedies, againſt Rapin and 
Mr, Rymer. | 

Directed to 
Mr. DENNIS. 


HE ſhort yet jaſt Account you give in yout 
Prefatory Epiſtle to the mpartial Critic , 

of the Reaſons that hindred the Grecians from 
bringing the tender Scenes of Love on the Stage 
in their Tragedies, makes me wiſh yon had pro- 
ceeded to a full Vindication of the Prattice of 
our Pocts in that particular; and indeed this 
Letter is deſign?d to provoke you to ſuch an Un- 
dertaking, which wou'd effeftually ſtop the 
Clamours of ſome Gynical Critics, that wa wy 
L allow 
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allow any thoughts of Love agreeable to the 


Majeſty of Tragedy. | 
The chief Arguments indeed which theſe Gen- 


tlemen bring, are from the PraGtice of the An- 


cients, (the canſe of which, you have given 0 


the \ above quoted Epiſtle) whoſe Authori 


+: 


they are of opinion ſhow'd ont-weigh Reaſon. . 


But ſince the pſe dit has been ſo long laid aſide 
in Philoſophy, as an enemy to our Enquiries in- 
to Nature, Ican ſee no reaſon why it ſhow'd be 
of ſo much” greater force in Poetry ; ſince "tis 
perhaps almoſt as prejudicial to our imitation of 
Nature in Thijs, as to our diſcovery of it in the 
Other, As far as the Ancients and the Rules 
Ariſtotle draws from them, agree with the Cha- 


and Nature 'reduc*d to Method, I ſhall cloſe with 
them; but when theyeither deviate from this, or 
reach not up to what may be done,I muſt think it 
but juſt to withdraw my ſelf from the ſubjetion 


_ of the Stagyrite, who! has had a Reign long e- 


nough o'er the Minds of Mankind, and an Em- 
pire that far exceeded the Extent and Continu- 
ance of his Royal Pupil Alexander. 

But to deal fairly with our Opponents, I ſhall 


firſt propoſe all their Objeftions againſt this J. 


Opinion I Defend, as I find them in Rapir, and 
his j/Copicr, Mr. Rymer ; and then examine how 
far they are from being fortified by Reaſon, as 
their Admirers boaſt. I ſhall begin with Rapin ; 
and that he may be ſure to have Juſtice, I ſhall 
Quote himas his Friend has Tranſlated him. Ke- 


fet?, 20, p. 110, | Moderf 


raCter you givetheſe,of being nothing but good ſenſe. 
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... Modern Tragedy ' turns on other Principles : the 
Genius of our ( the French) Nation is not Stron 
' enough to ſuſtain an Aftion on the Theatre, by movin 
only Terror and Pity. Theſe are Machines that 
will not play 4s they ought, but by great Thoughts 
*and noble Expreſſions, of which we are not indeed al- 
| . fogether ſo capable gs the Greeks. Perbaps our Nation 
which i; naturally Gallant,h4s been oblig'd rothe neceſſi 
ty of our Charatter, to frame for onr [elves a new Sy- 
Item of Tragedy,to, ſuit with our humor. The Greeks, 
who were Popular Eſtates, and who hated Monarchy, 
rook delight in their Spettacles, to ſee Kings Hum- 
bled, and bigh Fortunes caſt down, becauſe their Ex- 
altation griev'd them, The Engliſh, our Neigh- 
bours, love Blood in their Sports, by the quality of 
their Temperament. Theſe are [nſularies ſepsrated 
' fromthe reſt of Men; we are more Humane. Gal- 
lantry moreover agrees with our Manners ; avid our 
Poets believd that they cowd not ſucceed or the 
\ | Theatre, but by ſweet and tender Sentiments ; i 
| mhiab perhaps they had ſome Reaſon: For in effect, 
the Paſſions repreſented become Deform'd and 
_ |  Inſipid, wnleſs they” are founded on Sentiments 
| conformable to iboſt of the SpeQtator, *1is this 
' obliges our Poets to ſkand nwp ſo ſtrongly 
for the Privilege of Gallantry on the Thea- 
tre, andtobend all their Subjefts to Love and Ten-' 
derneſs ; the rather to pleaſe the Women, who have 
made themſelves Fudges of theſe Divertiſements, and 
uſurped the Right to paſs Sentence. And ſome beſides 
bave ſufferd themſelves to be prepoſſeſe?d,; and led by 
the Spaniards; who make all their Cavaliers _ . 
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rous. *Tis by ho that Tragedy began to degenerate ; 
«nd we by little and little accuſtom'd to ſee Heroes on 
the Theatre ſmitten with another Love than that of 


Glory ; and that by degrees, all the Great Men of- 
Antiquity have. loſt their Charatters in our Hands, 
'Tis likewiſe perhaps by this Gallantry that our Age 


' wou'd deviſe a Colour to excuſe the feebleneſs of our 


Wit, not being able always to ſuſtain the ſame Afti- 
wy the greatneſs of Words and Thoughts. 
owever it be, ( for I am not hardy enough to 
declare my ſelf againſt the Public ) 'tis to degrade 
Tragedy wr that Majeſty, which is proper ta 
it, to mingle it in Love, which. is of a Charater 
ways light, and little ſuitable to that Gravity 
of which ragedy makes Profeſſion. * Hence it 
pianos theſe Tragedies mxt with Gallantries, 
never make ſuch admirable Impreſſions on the Spirit, 
as did thoſe of Sophocles and Euripides ; Fu all 
the Bowels were movd by the great Objetts of Terror 
and Pity, which They propss'd. ?Lis likewiſe for 
this that the Reputation of our Modern Tragedies ſo 
ſoon Decays, and yields but ſmall Delight at two 
Years end; whereas the Greek pleaſe yet to thoſe 
that have a 2 good Taſte, after two Thouſand Tears ; 
becauſe what 13 not grave and ſerious on the Theatre, . 


tho it 7 pe Wa Delight at preſent, after a ſhort time grows 


eful pay Un * row "and b:cauſe what 1s n0t 
ought; and great Figures in Tra- 


gedy, carmot ſupport it ſelf. -The Ancients who per- 
civd this, did not Interweave their Gallantry and 
Loves ſave in Comedy. * For Loye 3s- of a Cha-. 
ratter that always degenerates from that Heroic Air 


of 
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' of which Tragedy muſt never diveſt it ſelf, And 
nothing to me Tang ſo mean and ſenſeleſs, as for one 
to amuſe himſelf with whining about frivolous Kind- 
neſſes, when he may be admirable by great and noble 
Thoughts, and ſublime Expreſſions. * But I dare 
not preſume ſo far on my own Capacity and Credit, 
to oppoſe my ſelf of my own Head, againſt a Uſage 
ſo EſtabliſWd : 1 muſt be content modeſt ly to propoſe 
my Doubts, and that may ſerve to exerciſe the Wits, 
in an Age that ouly wants Matter. But to end this 
Refleftion with a touch of Chriſtianiſm, *7 am per- 
ſwaded, that the Innocence of the Theatre might be 
better preſerud, according to the Idea of the ancient 
Tragedy ; becauſe the New is become t00 Effemi- 
nate, by the Softneſs of later Apes; and the Prince 
de Conti, who ſignaliz?d bis Zeal againſt the Mo- 
dern Tragedy, by bis Treatiſe on that Subjett,wowd 
without doubt, have allowad the Ancient, becauſe 
that bas nothing that may ſeem Dangerous. 
. Then for Mr. Rymer, in his jovial way of 
Criticiſm, he condemns . Love on the Stage in 
theſe Words, brought in indeed by Head and 
Shoulders. 

After all, it is to be obſerv*d how much that Wild- 
Gooſe Chaſe of Romance runs ſtill in their Heads, ſome 
Scenes of Love muſt ev%ry where be ſhuffled in, tho 
never fo Unſeaſonable. | 

The Grecians were for Love and Muſic, as mad 
as any Monſieur of them ally yet their Muſic kept 
within Bounds, attempted no Metamorphoſis to turn 
the Dramma into an Opera: Nor did their Love 
come Whining on the Stage to Effeminate the Ma- 
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' jeſtyof Tragedy. It was not any Love for Briſeis, 
that made Achilles ſo Wroth, it was the Aﬀront 
in taking his Booty from him, in the Face of the 
Confederate Army. This his Stomach could not 
Digep. mY ; s A > 64 - 


——— Nec gravem 


Peleidz Stomachum cedere'neſcii. For. 


Theſe are the Pillars and Supports of the Gen- 


 tlemenof this Opinion ; ſo that I hope; if I can 


but obviate theſe ObjeCtions they bring, 'I have 
gained the End propogd to my ſelf in the Juſti- 
fication'of the PraCtice of the beſf of our Poets, 
in preſenting us with the tendereſt Scenes of 
Love.in Tragedies. ?Tis true, the Charge of 
both theſe Critics, isdire&ted againſt the French 
Poets, but in the excluding Love, as derogatory 
to the Majeſty of Tragedy, it reaches our Poets, 
who do the ſame. I have Quoted Rap: atlarge, 
becauſe one part of-the Refleftion ſeems to an- 
{wer the other to my 'Hand ; for the ground of 
his Accuſation is the deviating from the PraCtice 
of the -Ancients; for which * he gives ſo good 
Reaſons,*that ?*rwould have been a'madneſs not 


| fo have fornyd a new Syſtem, fince the Genius, 
. the Charafter, Humour and Manners of the Peo- 


ple, required as much. He ſays, that, 1 effect 
#he Paſſions repreſented become deform?d and inſipid, 


walefs they are founded on Sentiments conformable to 


#hoſe of the Speftator. But before I proceed to 
any particular Reply, I ſhall draw the Objefti- 
67-4 . x ons 
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Cry - 
ons both contain, into ſhort and poſitive Heads, 
to make their: Confutation the more Evident. 
The whole Charge therefore, may be reduc'd 
to theſe three Heads, the 1. Motives the Mo- 
derns ( particularly the French) had to Intro- 
duce Love into Tragedy. 2. The ObjeCtions 
againſt it: And, 3. The Effets of it. - Firſt, 
As to the Motives, Rapin tells us, they were 
the Vecefſity of the Charafter, Manners, and 
Temperament of the People, (which, without 
doubt,'was the Poet*s Duty to regard.) Vex:, to 


gratify the Women Judges, (which is the Poet's 


Duty as a Man, both in Regard of his Profit 
and Sex, eſpecially when the Intereſt and Pow- 
er of the Women ſtrike- in with the Charater, 
Manners, and Temperament of the People.) 
Laſtly, To excuſe the Feebleneſs of their own 
Wit. Theſe are the Motives Rapin ſums up of 
this Innovation on the Stage; which, as 1 have 
before obſerved, are a ſufficient Juſtification of 
it, even according to himſelf: But for the laſt, 
'tis only a moroſe Caprice of his own Fancy, 


\ for certainly there is as much Wit required to 


the Juſt, and artificial Management of the Paſſion 
of Love; as thoſe of Fear and Terror, and 
thoſe other Species of Paſſions that are ſubſer- 
vient to the moving of them. 

I ſhall therefore paſs to the ObjeRions, which 
are four in Number, the Firſt and Chief (in 
ſome Mens Opinion) is, That it deviates from 
the PraCtice of the Ancients ; who, as the In- 
ventors of Tragedy, challenge our Imitation. 
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Tis they muſt be our Model, and as we make 
more or leſs Approaches to that in the Fabrics 
of our Plays, we are in a greater or leſſer De-. 
oree of Perfeftion. 1 grant indeed, that the 
Ancients were the Inyentors of Tragedy ; nay, 
and of Comedy too; *tis their due Glory. Nor 
will I pretend.to xob ?em of it. I will alſo grant, 
that there is ſome Regard to be had to their 
Performances, as to their Model ; but then I 
deny that by the Rules of Reaſon, we are oblig*d 
to a ſervile Obſervation of their Precepts, or 
PraCtice, without all Addition, or Improvement. 
Had the FraQtice of the Firſt Inventors been of 
ſuch 1nviolable Authority, Theſpis had brought 
Trageay to its PerfeAtion, and one Attor, and 
a deal of Chorus (more ridiculous than an en- 
tire Opera, [had been the #07 plus ultrs of the 
Stage. But jf it were lawful. for e/ſchylus, Eu- 
ripides, Sophocles and others, to improve upon 
the Model 7Theſpis had left them, why ſhould 
other Poets, great as thoſe in Genius, be depri- 
ved of the ſame Liberty, provided it be for 
the Advancement of the Profit, and Glory of 
Tragedy? Upon this Condition I do ſuppoſe, 
none will deny the Moderns this Liberty to'for- 
ſake the Steps of the Greeks. But that our Alte- 
ratzons are for the better, will appear from the 
Afﬀter-proofs, as well as from what I ſhall here 
ſay on this Particular. 

Firſt, Then ?tis evident from what you, Sir, 
have , urged in the Impartial Critic, That the 
taving off the Chors is for the better, ſince it 
| Irees : 
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. freesit from an unnatural Part, which took up 


ſo large a Share of the ancient Tragedies ; and 


in that, delivers it from the abſurdeſt Improba- 


bilities in Nature, which are as deſtructive to 
the End of Tragedy as any thing that can be 
introduced. Next, it has enſarged the Bottom 
on which the ancient Tragedy ſtood, and: by 
Conſequence extended its Uſe and Advantage 
further. It has made it a more perfe&t Image 
of Humane Life, in taking in that which has ſo 


\ great a Share in it, LOVE; which whether it 


be derogatory to the ſuppoſed Majeſty of Trage- 
dy, I ſhall next examine z if not, my Aſlſertion 
is evident. . 

This indeed is the next Objeftion,of our. Ad- 
verſaries, who tell us, That the Lightneſs of 
Love degrades the Majeſty and Gravity of 


| Tragedy, diverting it from Great, and Noble 


Thoughts, and Sublime Expreſſions, to whi- 
ning about frivolous Kindneſſes, This I confeſs is 
the heavieſt Charge in Reality, if true, and there- 
fore I ſhall take the greateſt Pains to remove it ; 
for if Love be not guilty of this, ?tis evidently 
an Improvement, and therefore th be continued 


. In that Poſſeſſion of the Stage, it has gain'd with 


ſo univerſal an Approbation. 
All the Arguments I ſhall bring to prove that 
It is not derogatory to the Majeſty of Tragedy 
ſhall be drawn from —- the Conſideration of their 
Beloved Ancients; the very Meaning of the Word 
Majeſty ; and the Nature of the Paſſion of Love, 
and its Place in Regard to the others, 
Firſt, 


(154) 


Firſt, *Tis evident from the very Conceſſions 


| of Kapin, the Agreement of all Critics, and 


the very Nzture of the Thing, That Tragedy is 
not of greater. Majeſty, and Dignity, than an 
Epic Poem. In his Fourth General RefleCtion, 
he tells us, That from Homer?s Epic Poems, 
Sophocles and Euripides took the Hanghty 
Fir of the Theatre, and Idea's of Tragedy; 
and begins the ſecond Particular Refleftion thus : 
The Epic Poem #*s that which 1s the Greateſt, and 
moſt Noble in Poeſie. To prove which he ſpends 
all that Refleftion, and the magnifying of it 
takes up the Third and Fourth, and at the End 
of the Tenth particular Refleftion he tells us, 
That All ought to be Majeſtic #n an Heroic Po- 
em, This alſo ſeems to be confeſsd by Mr. 
Rymer, when he, ſpeaking of Love'seffeminating 
the Majeſty ' of Tragedy, Inſtances an Heroic 
Poem, wiz. the Jhiads of Homer , foreſeeing 
perhaps that that _ be objeed againſt his 
Aſſertion, which is ſtil] in full force notwith- 
ſtanding his ſaying, That *twas not the Love'of 
Achilles for Briſeis, that made him ſo wroth, but the 
Indignity rected in the 'Face of the Confederate 
Army. But beſides this Conceſſion of our Op- 
Poſers (which is indeed Argument good enough 
ad Hominem) the very Nature of the thing 

roves the ſame. Hero's and Kings are the Sub- 
jets of both, and the principal CharaQter of 
an Epic Poem, conſiſts' in the Narration (as Ra- 
piz truly obſerves) in which it is only oppoſed to 
Tragedy, which confiſts altogether in . 
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The Majeſty of an Epic Poem being thus de- 
monſtrated equal, if not  ſuperiour to that of 
Tragedy. If I can prove by the Practice of 
Homer and Virgil (the greateſt of Heroic Poets) 
that they eſteem1?d- not Love deragatory to the 
Majeſty of their Poems, *tis Proof-ſufficient that 
it cannot degrade the Majeſty of Tragedy, which 
is not greater than the other. 
" Buthis is evident from the /hiads of Homer, 
and the e&neids of Yirgil. Homer in his 1iads makes 
Achilles and Agamemnon in Love, one with his 
Captive Briſeis, the other with Chryſeis: For 
Agamemnon tells Achilles and the Council of the 
Grecians," that he preferrs Chryſeis to Clytemne- 


' ſtra the Wife of his Youth; and that ſhe is 


not inferiour to her in any of her Qualities 
or Beauties, He often calls her Beautiful Chryſcis, 
and always ſpeaks very feelingly when he men- 
tions her. And Achilles his Anger had not roſe 
to that Degree, but that he was depriv*d of his 
Roſie-Cheek'd Briſeis. Horace was of my Opi- 
nion, in his Second Epiſtle Book 1. | 


Hunc Amor, ira quidem writ rum; 
Which you very juſtly Engliſo thus, 
Whoſe injurd Loveg in both ſtrange Fury breeds. 


For the Riſe of Apamennon's Paſſion is evident- 
ly from his Love to Chryſcis, as he plainly con- 
feſles in his Expreſſions 3 and that of Achilts 
FEY 2: RM . Was 
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was. not only exaggerated, but confirm'd by the 


fame Loſs of her he Lovd. Ovid in his Amours, 
&b. 2. is of the ſame Mind. 


bk. \ 


Theſſalus ancille facie Briſeidos arfit : 
Serva Myceneo Phebus amata duci. 


And in pther Places he has to the ſame pur- 
poſe. Beſides in the Third Book of the 7h- 
eds, when Hettor proclaims the Challenge of 
Paris, to fight Menelans in ſingle Combat, the 
Condition is, that the Victor ſhou*d poſleſs He- 
tena for his Wife. If this be not below the a- 
jeſty of an Epic Poem, certainly the Nobler 


Scenes of Love cannat be below that of Tragedy. 


But the Caſle is yet plainer in /Yireil, for the 
Fourth Book of his «eds, is wholly on the 
Intrigue of eAirneas and Dido, where that Divine 
Poet has given the fineſt Draught of that Paſſion 
that Antiquity can boaſt of. Bur if this Crimi- 
nal Paſſion of Dido and e&neas, do not degrade 
the Majeſty of an Epic Poem, can the ſame, or 
leſs Criminal, be below that of Tragedy ? lhis 
Book is not arraign'd by our Criticks for any 
DefeCt in this, and by others allow'd as noble a 
Piece as any of that Poet, ſo that Love is not 
ſuch an Enemy to Noble Thoughts, but that 
tis conſiſtent with them z nor to the Majeſty of 
Expreſſion, as this Fourth Book of Yirgil evin- 
ces. Beſides, we find in the Ace/tes of Euripides, 
an Attempt of Love, and ſomething of it in the 


Ajax 
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Ajax of Sophocles ;, nay, *tis the Foundation and 
Fable of the Phadra of Euripides. 

Thus we ſee the Enemy beat from one of their 
beloved Holds, the Authority and PraCtice of the 
Ancients. I ſhall now therefore, proceed to the 
yery Meaning of the Word Majeſty; by which 
we ſha!l be able to diſcover how far it will con- 
tribute to the Confirmation of our Poſition. 

To let alone the Grammatical Etymology of 
the Word”, and take it in its Poetical Sence, 
where *tis Metaphorically us'd, it means ſome- 
thing that 1s Great and Pompous. And Horace 
in the fourth Satyre of his Firſt Book, means 
this Majeſty we talk of, when he ſays, 


Primum ego illorum dederim quibus efſe Poetas 
Excerpam Numero : Neque enim concludere ver ſum 
Dixeris eſſe ſatis; 'neq;, ſiquis ſcribat uti nos 
 Sermoni propriora, putes hunc efſe Poetam 
Ingenium cui ſit, cui mens divinior, atq; os 
Magna ſonaturum, des nominis bujus honorem. 


So that Majeſty, is nothing elſe but an Ele- 
vation of Thought, - and Expreſſion above the Come 
mon and Yulpar Diſcourſe. By this Explanation 
of it, is becomes intelligible, and we ſhall ſee, 
that the Critics wou'd only amuſe us with 
Words. Now if they can prove by Reaſon, that 
the Thoughts apd Expreſſions of Love in its 
ſeveral Effets and Emotions, cannot be ex- 
alted above the Vulgar, and Common Diſcourſe, . 
then is Love of too low a Charafter for Tran. 

Y. 
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| dy. But.jf Love be not incapable ofthis Ele- 
vation, then is our Point gain*d in this Parti-" 
cular too, which will be evinc'd from the next 
Proof, drawn from the Nature of the Paſſion of 
Love, and its Place in regard to the others. 

A Paſſion is more or leſs Myeftic, (and by 
Conſequence , more or Jeſs. fit for, Tragedy) 
in regard either of the Rank or Degrees of the 
Paſſions,of the Sentiments it inſpires, the EffeCts it 
cauſes, the Attions that depend upon it;or in fine, 
the Influence it has on the Life of Mankind. , _ 

If the Firſt, *tis evident that Love has much 
the Preheminence above Terror and Pity. . Des 
Cartes reduces all the Paſſions to Six, principal 
Heads, Admiretion, Love, Deſire, (or rather + 
Concupiſcence, Foy and Grief.) Dr. Moor reduces 
them to Three Heads only, Admiration, Love 
and Hate. The firſt of which being plac'd in the 
Brain, and being but the Step to the other, he 
with the School-men reduces them yet to Two, 
the Concupiſcible and the Iraſcible; which Des 
Cartes terms in other Words, properly Z6ve 
and Hate. So that we ſee Love on all Hands, 
appears to be a Primitive Paſſion, out of ſeveral 
Degrees of which, and its Oppoſite , are the 
reſt compounded and deriv'd. Fear or Terror 
is deriv*d from Deſire, Deſire from Love, Com- 
miſeration is derived from Grief , Grief from 
Hate ;, and is compounded of- Love and Grief, 
So that if we reſpect the Pegrees of the Paſ- 
ſions, Love is the more Excellent, as being a 
Primitive Paſſion, but Fear and Eity,- only =: 

? 
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der-Species and Derivatives from it : So that 
in Nature, Love is more Noble than thoſe. 
Let tis therefore proceed to the Sentiments it 
inſpires, &c. By Sentiments I mean the Thoughts 
that a Lover derives from the Paſſion he's poſ- 
ſeſs'd with. But theſe are ſo different, that 
we muſt run through the ſeveral Conditions of 
Lovers to make any Judgment of %em : For thoſe 
Thoughts that proceed from Anger, Fear, Fea- 
louſie, Hope, Deſpair ; nay, and Hate, with the 
reſt of the Paſſions, are to be look*t for in a 
Lover, according to his ſeveral Circumſtances. 
But take him in his moſt eaffe and tranquil Sta- 
tion, -when tendreſt Deſires are fann'd with ſure 
Succeſs, his Thovghts are more or tcſs elevated, 
according to the State and Degree of the Per- 
ſon that's affefted. Thoſe of a Shepherd might 
be too low, thoſezof a Beau too Gay and Light, 
but thoſe of a Aero muſt retain ſomething of 
his CharaRer, and muſt be Noble as the Obje& 
that inſpires, or the Perſon that receives the In- 
ſpiration. The Two Firft indeed may be below 
the Dignity of Tragedy, but the latter can no 
more derogate from that, than from the Cha- 
rater of the Perſon. But ſuppoſing the moſt 
tender and the ſofteſt Scenes of a Herww's Love 
are not ' Majeſtic enough for ' Tragedy ; yet 
muſt they be Granted as lofty as thoſe of his 
Griefs ; and in the latter, Horace will have the 
'deſcending from the hauvghty Air and Maje- 
ſty of Tragedy, not only allowable, but abſo- 
lutely neceſlary : De Arte Poerica - 
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Et Tragicus plerumq; dolet ſermone pedeſtri 

Telephus & Peleus, cum panper & exul utergy 

Projicit ampullas, & ſeſeu aalia verba, 

Ss eurat cor ſpettantis tetigiſſe querela, &c. 

Theres a time therefore when the Hero not 
only may, but ought to quit | his Grandeur, in 
Horace's Judgment; and that is when he's in Di- 


ſtreſs and in Exile. And why is it leſs lawfull 


to depart from this Majeſty (that is, ſuppoſin 
Love _— it) on the Account of the tendre 
Hours © 

Opinion, than in the Caſe juſtified by Horace. 
For to Love, is natural to all Great Souls, and 
]-think, as Noble and Eſſential to their Chara- 
Cter, as any that make it up : But it may be 
doubted whether a Hero, that is, a Man of 
Invincible Conrage , can ſuffer all his noble 
and towring Thoughts, all his Elation of Mind, 
to be ſo depreſs'd by Adverſity, as to ſubmit to 
ſordid and mean Grief and Sorrow : This may 
be the Reaſon why ſome Critics have reflected 
on the Oedipus Coloneus of Sophocles, as too low 
and mean for the Dignity of a Zero furniſt®d 
with Reſolution, Courage and Virtue in hls o- 


- ther Play of him; ?Tis true, is the general 


Frailty of Mankind to be dejetted in Misfor- 
tunes; but Tragedy, as our Critics contend, 


ſhou'd be ſomething better than the Life, ſome-. 


thing more ' Philoſophical, affording a Draught 
of what Man ſhou'd be : Now ?tis certain that 
Philoſophy will not allow Fortune ariy Influ- 
ence on the Thoughts and Mind, at leaſt ſo far 


as to make ?*em degenerate, Thus 


Love ? This is more natural in my poor 
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Thus we fee if Love were what our Advets 
faries wow'd have it, yet is it as reaſonable to 
be allow'd, as what theit Maſters hold neceſſary 
in Tragedy. But. this is a Concefſion I am by 
no means oblig?d- to make; for I arm not of 
Opinion that there is any Neceſſity that the 
-moſt tender Scenes of Love, ſhou'd be- v6id- of 
that Elevation of Thought and Expreſſion, that 
conſtitutes Majeſty. or that they ſhou'd. be des 
 liver'd in that Sermone prdeſtri, Horace judges fo 
requifite to the Expreſſion of Grief. This ' is 
evident front Y5 irgil's. Fotrth Book , and the 

Alt for. Love of Mt. Dryden © Both which abotind | 
with noble Thoughts and Language. 

But the tender are the. leaſt Advatitages 
Love brings to Tragedy. Thete are a great 
tiany beautifull Occaſcons offer'd to the Poets by 
it 5 from the Effefts of itz; the other Paſſions 
concerned in it, of Deſcriptions ; &c. as we way 
find in all the beſt of our Plays, particularly int - 
that admirable Piece of the befb of Poets, which 
I' mentioned bat now, viz. A# for Love. "Tis 
the Love of Ambonyand Cleopatys, that firniſlies 
the Occaſion of all the admirable Scenes of that 
Play: The fame is to be ſaid of the Fourth 
Book of VirgiPs «Ancids. 

To concludethis Point, it ntuſt be Sranted chat 
Love in i its Nature, muſt inſpire Noble and more 
_ Thoughts or Sentiments, than Grief or 

For theSoul is more dilated; atid exerts 
hy :nobleſt Faculties giore in Love; thai in Sor-.. 
'w of Feav 5 which bo contra the Soul and > 


cal) 


its Operations. : Love [puſhes ''a Generous Mind 
on to'Great ACtions, to render: it! ſelf. more az 
greeable and takingito the'Object of his Deſires 
than-others...'Whereas Grief and Fear are Op- 
tes to: all. that's :Great and: Noble. All the: 
teps to  Love-are! Great, and: mnch a-kin' to' 
' that Glory Kapie will-have the only Obje&t of any 
Hero's Paſſion'z for Admiratior is the firſt Int 
ſtrious-Step- by which. a Man, mounts to Love» 
And to acquire-Admiration, a -Man muſt perform! 
ſomething extraordinary : Fortis not the Beau-: 
ty/or Manly Fabrick of the Body, that are ſup- 
pos d-capable alone of making that Impreſſion 
on an Heroine, (for: ſuch muſt 'the Miſtreſs of a: 
Hero be) 'tis -his Acts that render him Admira- 
ble -and- Charming 'in her Eye. And _ indeed, 
common Experience.will convince us, that a Per-- 
ſon-6f:Quality that has 'Signaliz?d himſelf by: 
any/Noble Deeds, ſhall gain the Fair much eaſier | 
than'a Son of the-Earth unknown to Fame, - and: 
yet»not born to Reputation. + Love' therefore, 
being the: Spur. to'-Noble Actions, © cannot. but 
inſpire: Noble' Thoughts or Sentiments; and No-" 
ble Thoughts being agreeable: to. the Majeſty oft 
Tragedy, Love in'refpect of -the:;Sentiments it? 
| Inſpires, cannot derogate from. that: Majeſty.z' 
which !is'the Second-+ Proof. I propes?d: in De- 
fence:of-:the Nobleneſs:of this, Pathon. From' | 
whence ſhall :paſs'to-ithe2 Fhigd'and- Fonrthy/. 
which have an immediate:Depeadance-on, theſe," 
and: are pretty ,well' cleared, by .what”I have! 
produc'd toward the: TW end; of this:Second+ 
Particular. | in 
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\ In the next Place, \Love-is eſther dppoſite, -/ - 
zgrecadle to' the! Majeſty. of Tragedy ,. b 
Effects; or - Athions that depend apa: it... If the the -. 
Nobleſt Actions, nd: the moſt: Erapgicali/Events 
be agreeable. to-ithe-Majeſty: of: Tragedy ,.. the 
Effets: of Love arei Witneſs. the/Performances 
of the:Hero%sin-ſome of the: beſt of.'our Modern - 
Plays; and the/Catiſtzophe*si'of many that de» 
pend+ on the*Effeqs of Lads, as that of the ins 
imitable, andiſo oftemmention*d- All for Love, &c. 
Beſides, ?tis.already prov'd, -that Love provokes 
to Noble Aftions; :1nithe foregoing Paragraph; 
and- Noble AQtions are : properly:dipnify?d ' for 
Tragedy z therefore the AQions-that depend-' = 
Love., are not:.derogatory: to-:the- Majeſty -of 
Tragedy. Nor do.the othetiEffeas-of it affort 
2 leſs Noble SubjeCt for the Poet, i+the. many 
Paſſions that depend on them, the Jealouſies; the 
Revenge, the Anger, - the Conteſts.” of Deſire, 
of -Hope and Deſpair, * &c. give 'uncxpreſlible 
Beauty to. any Pocm-:. There 1s nothing: ſo fine 
and moving , | as the-curious: touching :.of the 
Paſſions, for. thoſe are -the Engines that: are to 
work the Effet: of Tragedy,:4n /producing; Ter 
ror and Compaſſion, The.Diſtradtions.'and; Dif- 


aſters of thoſe | who: are Sacrific'd by Love, .are 


of a more general concern than: thoſe that ure 
made miſcrable by Ambition, . or ,other' Villainjes, - 
And'this brings-us to the Laſt Teſt that isto. try. 
whether Love be ſuch an. Enemy to--the Majeſty 
of 7: ragedy,. Viz The 1n fluence-it has \0n the Life off 
Mankgods. And 'here-1 believe-Kepic places. Mief 
IM 2 clue 
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Ca and the Lighe- 
| k% on Mag For he ſuppoſes the Influence Love 
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L1AINg | | 
oman, as of the. Love of Glory, both which 
are the Ingredients that #rgil and, Homer, and 
the other ar hats of Antiquity com compos'd 
Achilles had his Briſtis , his 
his Hermione, Heroulas 
Deianira, &. ax his 
ſione, " Heltor his Aw 
; cuſa, Dido and Lavinia. 
| And noneof the Hero's Race wounded the God- 
 deſaof Love but Diomedes. So Heroical a 
is: the Love of Woman, that I muſt think it as 
Majeſtical, as'that of Ambition and Glory. The 
Love of Paris gave Homer the- Ground of his 
Poem, viz. the Trojan War, founded on the 
Rape of Helena, by her Trojan Admirer; _—_ 
Rows: that thd Lifligats '& invx-an Mend) 
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and Safety. And Dr. Burzet in his Anſwer to 
Farillas, obſerves very truely againſt that Hiſfto. 
'rian, that or Ambition, are not the only 
| Motives of the Attions of Mankind, there is mach 
to be attriboted to the Paſſions, and of them, 
none more Violent and Sovereign, than this of 
Love. Tragedy therefore wou'd not be a-per- 
feſt Image of Humane Life, if it left ſo conſidera- 
ble a Share of it untouch'd, as Love Commands 
br Influences. © ' 

- Having thus prov'd (as I think at leaſt) that 
Love daes not degrade the Majeſty of Tragedy, 
and that it therefore ought not; for =_ 
to be diſcarded by our Tragic Poets, 1 

now prove by the” very end and of this 
Poem, that *cis neceſſary to be preferv'd - by 
them z and by conſequence, that Me P 
of the Stage the Moderns have-given 'it, is an. 
pcoremeat of Tragedy and not a Deroga- 
tion. The end of Tragedy is, as more than 
once. aſſures us, tbe reftifying the Paſſions by the 
Paſſions themſelves, in calming, by their Emotion, 
the Troubles they wow'd excite in the Heart. From 
hence *ris evident, that unleſs Love' betaken is, 
the moſt predominant and violent of Paſſions, 
Tragedy cannot perfeQt its Cure, ſince it muſt 
=, the moſt conſiderable Diſtemper (et ſo 
xe all the Paffions. that are not not rnd 
Keaſon) without any Remedy. But 

J particular Refle&ion , where he mentiom the 
=d of Tragedy, 2 Re te 
i, when he firſt fays, Pride and Hardneſs of 
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Heart, were the moſt .inipertant Fablts (not 
- moſt important to be cur*d-if- not general,'by.ſo | 
public a Cure) tobe regulatdd; and yet;a httle 
after: he tells vs, that 'Man:is iatvrally- timorans 
and compaſſionate: Now he that. is: naturally 
-compaſſionate;,:. can never:be-abcvsd of : Hards 
neſs of Heart;'with any. Shtw:'of, Reaſon- and 
Juſtice. But, fomething. muſt -beHaid to . reduce 
zhe-end of Tragedy..to their Notions; wherds 
*tis indeed the regulating all the moſt - important 
Paſſions and » Vices: of Mankind; -:which - contri- 
bite. tothe Diſturbance of his|Peace and Haps 
=_ and; abſtrudt his: Progreſs in Vertug 
ſow. it muſt be-granted +that [Love , as well 
4s other Paſſions,: when it-has paſt the Boun- 
daries of Reafon 5. becomes:deftruftive to: out 
Happineſs -and- YVertue,  and-oyght therefore: ry | 
much to be:Purg?d as Fear 'or-Pity. In ſhort, 
if- the chief:aum' of Tragedy bethe moving of 
Terror and--Compaſſion, *tis: evident, Love 'is/exs 
tremely .conducive- to that end, and therefore 
not* ill made nſeiof by -our- Poets. 7) 
;\\(The next QbjeQtion that is:made againſt Loye 
18; our Tragedy, :is, that-it- diſcovers a Weak: 
neſs of Gems. For Rapin 'tells:;wus that it dif- 
eovers a Weakneſs of Genins- not to be able to 
{uſtain an Aion on'-the "Theatre, - with mo» 
ving Terror and Pity only. , But- he here' ſup» 


Poſes that Loye does not contribute-to the ſamg 
end, as I have miade evident. already. - He muſt | 


be..extremely;-Qur of Humor:with-the Moderng, 
elſc he wowtd meyer make this'an Objection a-! 
2 0 g2inſt I 
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| of theirs. 
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- gainſt their'Strength 'of Genins;, "which 1s: an 
' Argument of \ their 'Judgrnents; | for 


Sp 


dently ſaw 'by 
ans, that Terror -and Pity, could not 'be ont 
always by the”barren Repetition ' of. the 'ſame 
Method to'it © And 'it 'were- to” ber wiſh'd That 
+ cog and Eripjdes had been ſenſible of this, 


8s 3 E 


of thoſe Seven INN of Sig s to the Def gn 
and End of Tropedy, as WICK oble Thoughts 
What Terror -or: 'Pity can PhituPere move, "or 
where are the Great and * Noble Thoughts to 
ſupport it? Where is the Majeſty 'of 'Ocarpus 
Colonens, which Rapin himſelfgrants to be low and 
degenerate? 'Nor can I diſcoyetthe mighty Piry 
and Terror that cati be'moy'd by the bringing iri 
a Madman'oti the Stage, 'and'a' any" of dead 
Sheep about him. Pm ſure *woud make'an Audi- 
ence here laygh.” 'Nay, 1 I -tuſtdeclare (nor aft 
I troubl'd at what Uſe the Critics will make of 


- it) I think his Maſter-piece '6ut-done by Mr: 


Dryden in his Ml for Love, both 'in the Intrigne 


, and Diſcovery;] which are. buile 00'an, abundant- - 


ly. more probable Foundations and not one Jot 
ik ſurprizing and fine. 'Nors will | yield that 
the Thought and Expreſjic ton: _ TY at all 
excell our Enpliſh.- | 
The laſt ObjeCtion Repin conjures up againſt: 
LOVE, Is, That it 1s oppoſite to the Reformation of the 
M 4 Stage. 


= —_ 
-_ — - — th ——_ By IST 2 
—_ NE — —_ 2 4A 
_ 4 


— 
—_—_—_— 7 
Za 


p—_ 
= -—— - ay _-_ 
. 2 ———= = : ; <A I 
© CES ——_ 


——  _— 


—_— 
_——_—__c 
—_ 


+ ( as I 


(168) 
I can diſcover no ſuch matter in any; or 
ISL of our Engliſh Trag vo 
CorneiPs Di e£ on his @, we find 
the Frech Theatre pore. Chaſt than, the Pulpit, . 
Nor can 1 cover any th ing in ours that -comes 
ſhort of that Parity that becomes Ladies of the 
ceneral Honon ; I capyot ſay that for 
Comedy of of. - Stage, which as to Tragedy | | 
k needs no Refarmation. 
a paſs therefore ane ſow the Objections againſt 
Love, to the Rk qpao our Plays owe 
it ; 1 find IE Number ; 1. . That it. 


hinders thoſe ad irable Impreſſions thoſe of the 
Tar -abdipar ha r Audience. 3. That it cau- 
4 the decay of 2 Tragedy s. Reputation, in 2 
Year or two, 


e firſt he builds on a Fallacy, vis. The 
Impreſſians the Perſexs and Andro- 
woke " Ewrigides had on the Abderices. This | 
x oot 5 be rye oa to the Excellence either 
of he Fork or the F , Who. were ſo groſs 
to think Democritns Mad, when in the moſt rea- 
able Employment of his Studies, the DiſſeQi- - 

on of. Animals : Beſides, the true cauſe of this 
Succeſs of theſe Poerns, i is not to be granted to 
the Excellence of the Poet, but the Diſtewper -. 
the People of that City were Infefted with 
at that time, being all Poetically Mad. As a Wits 
neſs of ara this, hear the Account Celins, 


d it. © Quoted) gives of 


"Tis 


is 


manner : 


alltheir Minds,they all ran Mad af| es Traadee pla 


> FROc 


| and ſeveral Gr Plays of Mr. 
PO GC, wy muſt therefore attribute it to 
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Tis reported, that the Abderites in the tinm of 
Lyſi _ were Infefted with a new and ſftrengn 
kind of Difex , the progrefs of. which way in. this 

of all, an extream violent wa 
Fever ſind them, and rag?d thraugh the 
Town ;, on the Sevenb day, tbe Blood m great abuns 
dance;burft out at their Noſerz and ſomt of them were 
affeted with violent Sweatings,ofter which the Fever 
ended; but ſtill « gh ws 6 Diſtemper poſſeſd 


dring the lambics about as loud as they could poſſi 


bly bawl, but what they vieſly Sing, , was the Andro« 


meda of Euripides , the Words of Perſeus. 
This ſtrange and uncommon Madneſs diffis'd it ſeif 
very far Til the Winter and the ſevcre Cold cn 
ing 01, put an end to this Evil, 

Thus he: — . And can there be any: thing 
more unfair, andabſurd, than this condemning 
our: Plays, for not making ſuch jg 6091 gee on 
the Audience as the of 'Enripide 
on the Abderites, who were &- er. nog 2 
Fever, that made them Raviſk'd with any Poe- 
try ; for we find, that it was not the Andromede 
hy Emripides only, but chiefly That they Reci- 


.| . But were it true, that theſe Plays of the Anci- 


ents made theſe wondrous Impreſlions on People 
in their Wits, I'm ſure it is not our Poets fault, 
that ours are leſs Efficatious ; the Paſſions can- 
not be more finely touch'd than in Ml for Tour 


another * 
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another Canſe: + The Audience, at- leaſt the Ma- - 
jor part of it, was'compogd of People not'ac- 
quainted with the diſmal | Cataſtrophe*s of Prin- 
ces; which Hiſtory now ſo abundantly furniſhes 
us with, and ſo the uncommon®Miferies of Prin- 
. ceswon theit' Stage, influenc'd 'them ; as 1 have 
ſeen a Ballad of ſome Tragical Story, without 
_ any Poetry init,- draw Tears from" ſome .of the 
Female Mobb,. 'and make+the Male ſhake their 
Heads, and- go very ſorrowfully away. Bat” onr 
Audience that 'is-generally compov'd-of the bet- 
ter ſort, are*not*ſo eaſily mov'd with theſe 
Events, they- being made familiar ' to ?em *by 
Hiſtory and Obſervation ; with theſe the nice 
touching of the Paſſions chiefly move; and\]'my 
ſelf, dull asI am, have often experienced - thoſe 
effetts in me, for which -the- Critics boaſt ſo. 
much of the power of the Aricient Poets. © 

{The other” EffeCt is Ridiculons, viz; That it 
cauſes the decay of a" Tradegy's Reputation if 
a. Year” or two. 1 know not .indeed how far 
this may hold good againſt the French Poets; 
bit Pm very ſure” tis evidently falſe as to-our 

' Plays. Witneſs :all Mr. Drydens ;'the Orphan, 
and Venice Preſerv/d, of Mr. Otway ; Alexander 
and Others, of Mr. Lees ;* which are” {till in 
Eſteem, after ſeveral Years, and'-e ry day en- 
| creaſing. their Reputation. t +: 

'Finally,-'Since' the Motives that! are urg'd ahi 
the” cauſe of this "Innovation, are. either falſly' 
pretended, or ſufficient to 'Juſtifie it-z ſince the: 
Objections are invalid, and- tho Effects not {0 

Defeftive 
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: Defe&tive as our. Adverſaries:wou'd have: thin 


We-muſt 'conclude, that. Love is an Improve» 


ment of the Old Dramma, and _ therefore to 


be Continu?d. |: 
- I defire you!l excuſe the levgrh of my: Letter; 
and hereafter confirm what my: Arguments have | 


_ aim'd at, both by your Practice. .and better-of 


your 'own;; -ſince you have both:more egg 
better Penetration and Judgmeat; : to ſecure ſo: 
Noble a: Caule againſt the frigid Oppoſers of it. 
Woman is a glorious | part'-of the Creation, 
therefore'l wou'd willingly-ſee the Love of them - 


| Eſtabliſhd 'on as Noble a Foundation, as'the 


Love of Glory, in the opinions of Men, which 
in Reality is ſo far more'-Excellent and: Happy: 


Tis-a Cauſe.. indeed, that' deſerves a greater - 


Champion ;than Wy elf and, [ hope, twill | 
ind one in you. - 


_ FP 


To my Honoii? a, Ingenions and Fs; | 
my Friend, Dr. Midgely, about 
SEE E P and 1 Its Medicinal Pro- 


perty. 


' LL your good Nature, your readineſs toſerve 
your Friend, as my ſelf have experienc'd;3._ 
your Learning, Ingenuity; and the other Quali- 


Jas that juſtly render you- dear'to all that know 


you, 
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you, will not atone for one great Fault you are 


gailcy of. That” fault indeed is an exceſs of nh 


uncommon Vertue 'z yet fince an to yout 
own Good, it muſt be condemn'd by thoſe that 
love you : Your Modeſty 1 mean;'for by this you 
keep your ſelf too much Unknown. This hinders 
. you from puſhing forward in the- World, whilſt 


Natural, Shoulder one another- for - Prehemi- 
- nence. Your Modeſty, Door, does-an Injury to 
the Public, as welk-as to-your ſelf, in robbing 
both of the Advantages to be deriv*d to and 
from each other. + © he 

My ſelf not long ago, plaid the Phyſician 


with Succeſs, tho 1am yet to ſeek in the cauſe 
f i | of ſorne approaches of 
an Ague, and Feveriſh Symptoms,- 1 gave him 
ſomething that could have none or very little 


of it: One complai 


influence in his Care ; a little Chalk ſcrap'd very 
fine to take in a Glaſs of Ale, and bid him Sleep 
after it, and this perfefted the Cure. I am apt 
to believe the Sleep that he got, ( for he ſlept 


hartily all that Nightand part of the next Morn- | 


ins ) .,was- the: chief Remedy; the grounds 
of my Opinion I'll here give you. 
Sleep, according to Galen, is nothing elſe but 
the Quiet or Reſt of the Animal Faculties. This 
- Definition is taken from the Efefts. Ariſtotle 
. terms it, the Jmpotence of the Senſes, with a great 
deal of Reaſon, which bis Interpreters rightly 


obſerve, is'not a deſtruftion and loſs of the Sen- 


ſes, but a difficult.and clog?d Senſe : For, gm 
| | | £ 


y 


of abundantly leſs Parts, both Acquir'd and 
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that is a. Sleep, is not without his Senſes, tho 
they arg with ſome difficulty affefted : The de- 
felt of Perception in the Senſevof a ſleeping Man, 
is attributed to their Impotence and the force of 
Sleep, by which all the Senſes and. Animal ARi- 
ons are lock d'or bound np. But Gaicn in the 
_ above quoted Definition, does juſtly term Sleep, 
the Reſt or Repoſe of che Anityal Actions, be- 
canſe both the Firal, as the Pulſes and the Brearhs 
ing, and the Natrral Ations, as the Concoition of 
the F__ wy nah _ very mo continu'd ig 
Sleep, do not Ceaſe,” but are then more jui 

perform?®d. As for - Example, The wrepsou 
beating of the Heart is thought to be firouger 
Sleeping than Waking. ALB 
But as for the 24erer of Sleep, | find it thusin 
a Modern Author Defin'd, Somme eff vapar wob- 
dam bemignas SANgHTLS, Spiritur, & bumidiatis 
Arierie, qui per venas jugulares, & per  arte« 
rias cardtidas fertur ad cerebrum & fenſam commu» 
'.nem wine. Sleep 4s 4 certain friendly Vaponr of. 
the the Spirit, and the ware humid Artery; 
| which is convey'd by the jugular Veins and Carotid 
Arteries to the Bratn, and make the Senſum commu- 
nem. This muſt be confeſs'd to be ſome «v6- 
ſcription or account of Sleep. . There are there- 
fore three requiſites to a gentle and compoſed 
Sleep 3 a temperate Brain, a: friendly Moifture,and | 
a quiet Mind; for:many tho?- they fleep in all-ap- 
pearance, yet are diſturb? d in their Minds, as 
rs evident from the Example of Dido, when in 
Love with o/Eneas, ” 
Pheniſſs 
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- Pheniſſa nec unquam 
. * Solvitur in weferw oculis, nec peftore _— 


Accypit. EIS 


But ſhe was quite Reſtleſs and without Steep. 


"As to the efficient Cauſe of Sleep, I think it. q 


the Brain, which, is the firſt” Senſory, tho 44» 
ſtotle makes the Heart ſo. Whence: I believe, 


proceeded our 'common Saying when: we are 


very much diſpoſed. to Sleep, that. our. Hearts 


a Sleep. ?Tis- therefore the Refrigeration or . 
Cooling of the Brain that cauſes: Sleep, as the 
Calefattion, or Warming of this firſt Senſific, is 
the cauſe of our Awaking, and keeping Awake.” 


The: former -Author- tells ,us 


' Somnus fit cum 


ſefe (quamvis non quieſcat ) relaxat primum Senfifi= | 


cum, qua Spiritus animales reaintegrentur. Hoc au- 
Hem evenit 2 blandioribus vaporibus ſublatis Sang uine 
arc ſuati pituita in cerebrum : Quibus refrigeratis, & 
in roſcidum madorem coaftis, nervorum meatus ob- 
linuntur-& quaſi obligautur. 

'The-chief ed therefore of Sleep. p.the reſts. 
ring of the animal Spirits; and that the Actions of 
the whole Animal acquire new Strength, and be» 


' gin afreſh : As "is in Quid. 


PF 


Qued caret alterna requie, derabih 201 oft. 
Hoc reparat vires, feſſaq, membra lever, 


F. 6 IS But 


I 
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Biit beſides this primary and chiefend or effect 
of Sep, there are others, as that the Codtjon-of 
the Yentricle may be_the-better effetted, and the 
Diſtempers and-their Symptoms mitigated : : For 
Sleep better -concocts' our -Nouriſhment, miti- |, 
gates the-Matter- of Diſtempers, and leſſens all 
8 Symptoms. This ' is, the reafon that Children 
are often :Cur'd. of-very great Sickneſks by ' Sleep 
alone.” BLOISH 03 4 ir NA L573 Net 
Bit not t9/enter into a Diſcourſe: Pmſo'very 
Mt qualiffd for as-this, Pll-paſs to'a more plea- 
ſant:and ealie Task'3' 1 mean, the Religious: uſe 
the Ancients. made: of Sleep, and the manner-of 
Curing Diſtempers of the Prieſts of «/£/pulapinsor , 
Priapus, heretofore; to, whom ' whilſt they ſlept 
in their: Chappels, thoſe | Medicinal' Gods, - diſ- 
clogd their Remedies for the Diſtemper?d that 
fought their. help, and Advice to. thoſe ' who 
ſought their Counſel.'+ Thus Quartilla' in. Perro- 
nus Arbiter tells Encolpius and Ajcyltos, that. ſhe: 
had ſonght' Help ef the God Priapas in her Sleep; 
for her Ague; and .Ercolpins Comforts her. in theſe: 
words a little after;when ſhe defir?d they ſhou'd 
not divulge the Secrets: of the Rites: of Priapas, 
which they had:ſeen ; Nam-neq; (fays he) ſacra: 
quenquam. evulgatiirum,, © ſi quod praterea aliud 
Remedium ad bertianam Deus 4lli monſtraſſet, 
agjuturos nos Didinen . providentiam,-' vel periculo 
roſtro.-., That - none of ?em -wowd-divulge- the 
Rites of her God,* but. onthe contrary, wou?d 
at\the: expence of :their: own hazard-endeavour 
to-afliſt his divine *Providencez, if. he ſhou'd wh 

CAP | Vea 


CT nes 
veal any other Remedy' for the cure of her 
Ague: And Suetonias in the Life of Yeſpaſian, 


fays, Orames opem valitudine demonſftr atam « Sera 


pide per quietem reſtituturum ocatos, fi inſpuiſſet; 
This was a common thing in Antiquity to take 
the Reſponſe, or Anſwers of the Gods by Dreams, 
for /lle incubat Foul, ſignifies, He ys inthe Ce 
girl, to receive the Oracles or Anſwers of that 


God. Thus the Sick uv to ſleep in the Temple. 


of <Aculapirs, to receive Remedies in their Sleep 
from him. There was a famous and celebrated 
Temple of ws in Epidaurus, to which 


e/Eſculapins 
the Sick ugd to go on Pilgrimage from ſeveral 


Places. Extraordinary Examples of this kind 
6f Cures one of your Profeſſion ( which has 
ielded the World abundance of Learned, Inge- 


Fieron. Mercurialis, He will have it that | 
crates formd his Body of Medicine from theſe 


Nodturnal Revelations of the Gods; that is from 
the: Tables that were hung up in the Temples, 
' with an account of them. A: rotam ( ſays he ) 
rigs 7 & vittus rationem | 
Fry es davetiis Efookepls | 
rates conflaverit irit? An, vero 


Medicine parton, 
_ ex tabe 
IR 


totam in wg nA gon em Clinecem voca« 
tim quemadmodum Varro, Strabo, atqy Plinius, 
credidifſe videntur, mibi plane rad ing eſt 
Nis quod fuit mos liberatos Morbis in Templo cjus 


Dei, quod auxiliatum effet ſeriberet. Iſq; inpri- 


wicullis remporibus uſq; ad Antonini Inperatoris atas 


-- ] 


RC —— 
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ts and Witty Men ) produces the firſt Chap. 
_ and firſt -Book De arte Gynmaſtice ; | mean, 


" emp | 
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Ca Fs foataph Temple Tir Marat 


venta, & uſq, in bune diem oy £05 con 
vata, mnteligere litet, ingqua Grece bac ex ep 
I am not certain ( ſays 7 <x0 whether Hippocrates 
Compes'd all that pars of the Medicinal Art, which 
oe to the ordering 0 both ah and Det, out 
an nſecrated T, ablets and other Gifts ia 
| 'S 7 aplus, 0 only that 
eas] "ay ich is nommated ws ; 
| Pliny ſer 10 bave thoupht's 
But 43, chcogh P 4, Om Fn Sik to write Þz 
the wh of thet God the that had Cul 
them; which Cuſt AparflureBg ' time of Atito- | 
| vinus, _ only in ow but alſo in Italy, 4s we 
| may above all others underſtand from the Marble 
Table found in the Templet of Zſculapius #2 Rome, 
i the Tiberine Ind, and preſere/4 till this day 
ſs wing OW: - in piſs thi that follows is it 
7th 


"> 


in Jealia pe 


wn. 
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"9 by i wi l. | \ 
Adrir mir dukpars, &e. 


In ; theſe days be gave an Oracle to one Clentia 
that was Blind, hs he fhould come to the Sacred- 
Altar, and dorel Aown ; nd then come {rom the 
ight ide to the Left, and put 's Fingers on the 
Far, wn bis Han - pol ut it on hit own 
ah A£na for perfety int as rhe 
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Blind Soldier, That be ſhould come and take the Dy 
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Fo e, is ratulated him,” iid Rej 014;;"thhr | 


uch great s. were rin under our Lo 
pr Antonius. | \ o 
* n " 5 . = Tp 43Þ 
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« * .4iisd 21k 
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\. The God: " gave... an Oracle to ins, that'h a 
Pain in- bis Side, and_ was deſ Lg Hg 
that. be ſhould: come and take. Yes Pg the Altar, 
nd mix them with Wine, and pit them on bij Side 


by n which he Recovered, "and returned his Thanks, to 


790, and the Tops c hr wg him. -* wo 


— 
® LAG 


OH TH 


*I\, X- \ 3» bk "6 MA s i\ 76 
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 Julianys Somirhn Blood, bets deſpaired of þ 
-Men, received an Grack fr from s hh that ” 4 /a 
come and take off from the Altar Pine-A -> = 
eat them for three days with Honey, and 's Recover « 
ed, and publickly in_the Preſence of the People gave 
Thanks. RR. 


f 
'\The God. Tas, an Oracle to  Valerivs Ap 


4 of by all Mp, 


BAD ff Y & or py mw ac... 


off: 


'b> vbſery'd at; Pagha, young -Country Arte 
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| of a White Coc and mixing .it with Honey, C05 


poſe a Medicine. for bis Eyes, a4 wear it for three 
days on them ; "and be ſaw, and came. and Publickly 
return L Thanks to the God. 

And 'l gueſs ( continues Mercuvialis) by theſe 
Verſes -of Tibullus, that the lame uv'd to be done 
in the Temple of fs. 


c 


Nunc dea, nunc ſaccurre mbi j jam poſe meaeri, 
Pitta docet "5Opeh vs T abella twls, 


\ 


” Yop may find more of this kind in Joſeph Scal- 


izer, in his [ndicibus Inſcriptionum antiquarum, 4 


' Grutero-- Collettarum, And indeed this ſeems. to 
| be ſomething of the Praftice of the Jews, to take 


Divine Oracles as they ſlept in th? Temple: For 
thus 1 find it in the 3d. Chapter 4 f the Firſt Book 


of Samuel, ver. 3. Samuel ſlept'tn y Temple of 


the Lord, where the Ark of God was. ' 4. Then the 
Lord calld Samuel, - and, he, ved. ang ſaid, 
Here I am, We may , gather-from. Geor,  Fabr4- 
cius, that this -Cuſtom;of fleeping,in Temples.gf 
Churches, is ſtill continued in Jzaly; for he ſays 


and Laſſes,-to lie.in the Conreh, of - St. 
a a certain Night. >... 

> And now--l- think tis time. * Wake, kaving 
cambUd as.if ina Dream, from one, thing, to 
another ; from my juſt Acknowledgments, to in 
Emperic Exploit ; : from thence to the Medici 
| N 2 na 


\ 
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| + Power of £ Ty thUſtets its Religious 
0. that itty jon% fot hive you Sitep tos 


y 7h 6 of whe Varldty; 1 millt ents here I$ 
always, that I am, - 


. SI R, 
— Tour extreamly Obliged | 
Friend and Hinlble Serwat, © | 
Char, Gildon. 
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To LUCINDA. 


May the 1 

q Rectived your® this Morning, which hab pt 

me ſo much'out of Huiii6ur, that it ought to 

be ho wonder if 1 write'in a tile different ou 
LT I told you in thine, the Judgmen 

Men of Seriſe, of your Beloved $o-mparn 

T have the Honour to know ſorne of the greateſt 

Wits, and beſt Judges of Senſe and Learningy 


Who "unanimouſly agree in as conteraptible an 


Opinion of them, as they expreſs of their Ad- 
 yerſaries at all Times, OO 


But 
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all, Madam, 1 5 very little 
' W..>, if . you put the aſtrn&i 
You can upon my. Demeqoour i 1s Bſneſs 


ſince "tis a agg e in m%,._ who, .yqy know 
own'd my ſelf for a little neceſſary lation, 
till. you made me 2 Convert to oa: SinCE- 
rity, . wkich 1 Il always preſerye for the fotury. 
Bug 1 neyer pretended my Life exempt from 
Faults or Follies —- No, on oo contrary, (Wd 
feſs I have been mare ay Fd 
ok ong that Number, 
er fooliſh Trifles that ſhall 
Be 1dehgn ro ſet a {triger Hal, on my Words | 
and AQtigns for the future, and 5 (et any 
Bye Reſpect betray me to fay: or do apy thi 
I may repent of without the Power of retris- 
ving, This Change I partly owe tg ſome 
conveniences I haye drawn on my ſelf by 
conſideration; tho I own to Foe £75 EVER NOW, 
that J chiefly owe it to. your well prog a 
rity. " You drew 1 cons, Mat adam, the aim | 
Picture of a fine Women ( TT the N | 


Jdea you gave me of your {clf, by giving it 


Title of Woman) And oh! "that the Lo lar 
Piece had charm'd your Heart as it did Ts 
it won me ſo entirely, that I hope I ſhall 
yer a& contrary any more to the divine Er 


tye of Sincerity ; from which, Madam, [I the 
r 


tell you, with a great deal of Diſtraction, 
you extreamly deviate, who. could in you 
aſlure me, that you made no Enguiry "5 .me; 


Fhen fo my certain Knowledge, yp apld. pot 
N 3 know 


\ 


.' W182) 
' know me to be the -Author of that Book but by I 
'a very nice Enquiry. Woman indeed, was'ſo be 


-well known to me, that *twas'niy Fault tobe 
T6 monitrouſly 'impogd' on, as to 'believe there] 2" 
«could any one of the Sex qualified with/a | ©* 
"Vertue ſo oppoſite*to a Woman's Nature as Sin- | **. 
'cerity. That indeed, was the golden - Work, In 
"the Chymiſtry of my Converſation has been ſo | bx 
lon in Chaſe'of; and oh! you made me fond- C 
ly "believe Pd foind the mighty Treaſure- in hz 
'you becauſe ,you *glitter'd : But- alas! the gol by 
'den Fantrom' yanifh'd like thoſe deluding Hopes, Lo 
and 1 find a"Woman of Wit -and Senſe exalted | ?* 
with Sincerity, is as meer a Fancy as the Philoſo- | # 
ipher's Stone. ' That was the Beauty that chain'd 

EE Soul to Mirtilla, and made! me value __ An 

V 


+ 4 


for 'the Enjoyment of her Converſation ; bot 
now the gay Viſions paſt; and you have wak*d 
Tpe to find you a. very, very Woman. ws 
have been” too fedious on [this Paragraph of | -- 
pr Letter to bl ive a/ preciſe Anſwer to' the reſt, 
"ſhall reſerve that till 'another *Time, and only 
now tell yon, 'Firft, T hat- you dqme- but -Ju- 
fſtice to think*no- worſe' of me for 'the Declara- 
tion. of a Truth, you 'deſired' to: know, with all 
he 'Sincerity” in Nature ; {for Madam, I "muſt 
ys own 'twas ſach a Veneration I had for 
you, that I cow?d not but be-free and ſincere with 
you. Next, Fhat Liberty like Religion is a| - 
Word of a abuble Meaning, 'and equally perni-| » 
Ci6ys to HBuimanKind. Miſtake me not, Madamy | 
\1 mean 


"\ 


nj 
M 


; deftly. deſire, to 
6rdor requeſted, that :is,. 1 < Copreritin of 


o 
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[1 mean as to the villainous Uſe that has always 


been made of both z not as to true and real Reli- 
gion.and Liberty, wh ich Pry far-as much as any, 
and am ſo,ggad, a Patript,. that Pd rather be 
tortur'd an” Age for* the teaſt*$oot of my Coun- 
try, than = the leaſt Action againſt the real 
ereſt of .it;,,  o/tly, That tho it. wou'd yet 
he.qxtreamly, grateful to. be. a mitted. to your © 
Converſation,, yet lince you. obſtinately perſiſt,to 
have. it. ſo, I maſt ſubmit to. your Conditions, 
but;1 defire you wou'd: putime; to. as Res Exe 
nce of - Patience: ek can, becauſe I ſtill Kay 
tain: what Ih ave with, ſuch 


rl, in opes tomake yo bp 7 Ale EalSincefity 
my: Gonvert, as your. Pretengs Re incerity 


me. your's;,. which, wou'd -be. SY REPRrs oy 
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| In Breadth; ſurrounded with" Magnificent Buil- 
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"Later, £7 URAN IA 


VT ES al 


bean it it all its Glory ; as it 
PH give yo but #h-im- 


perk age þ i Ovid 1 

hgh * rn do 3 Plirry, 
t faiſes in you a moſt Mag 
Tt youk © "Whtar truſt then Ay Noble Remalls 

Keyde in Km et W 's Titne- give him ? 
hs Tie of built by wy 

Cw 4 0 io of Ages, be of a fm Far 
(for he Reign'd but five, reckonitg, from his 
firſt coming to: Rowe after his paſſing the Rubi- 
£07. -) It was Three Furlongs 1n Length, and one 


dings, able to contain two Hundred and Sixty 
Thonſand- SpeZtatots. "The -Palace of Paulus, 
all adorned with Phrygiean Columns. The Tem- 
ple of Peace” built by Pe/paſicr with all the 
Beauty, Art,and Expencecould beſtow. The Pan- 
theon, built by Agrippa, to Fove the Avenger, when 
Ftteriis Oftienſis a 4 wok. Archite@, had cove- 
red that Theatre in which Liko ex hibited Shews 
and 'Plays to the People of Rome. Can we ad- 
_ the Expences of the barbarous Kings, in 
ralbag the Rong, when t: the very orond 


for 


eng it an, of ths "Three 
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YO $4.4 
| for the Building the Forum coflt Cxſar the Di. 
vi reins thoſe Days, above Ten Thonfand 
4 | Seſtertili 3. and - if the Expence' and - dearneſs 'of 
"| things be of -any Force. Publins Chdins who: 
| was killed by 2, lived: in a Houſe that <oft- 
'] 1484 Seſtertii, which ſeems- co me to fall buy 
litcle ſhort of the Extragatce of Kings in their - 
& | Palaces; bat in thoſe Days'- the Romer were' 
e | Admirers of any - great Works: however leſþ 
it | beautiful, as the Vaſtneſs of the Ramparts of- 
a= | the- Capirol, with its prodigibus Foundations, 
y, | 1 cannot omit the very fubterraneal Maghifi- 
1» | cence of this City; even in the wondrous Con- 
0 veyances of the Common-Shoars, ſo Spacious, 
| that one might have Sail\d under .a Pendulous 
City, through Rocks, which have been Penetra- 
ted to let in ſeven Civulets, which flow'd in with 
-| 3 rapid Courſe like a Torrent, to carry away 
all before themz which being increasd and a 
tated by the Rains from above, beat and'd 
againſt the ſides with great Vehemency : -Some- 
times the River Tyber ran back into thefe Chan- 
nels; . where tho? the ſeveral Streams ar- their 
meeting fought and made a great deal of do, 
yet the firmneſs of the Pile and Buildings, reſi- 
ſed its unruly Force. Thefe admirable Arches 
out braved Ages, Earthquakes and: Ruins, from 
the time of Tarquinias Priſcus, to'the Deſtrution 
. of Rome; for that King it was that Built them ; 
who when he undertook to perform a Work of 
that difficulty both for Length and Danger, by 
the Hands of the Komen People, put to Donn 4 
rd oe : Th | thole. 


% 
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* «off; | 


Ci) 


taking; for the purſuarice andpgr 


Qing of whichs. 


he.made uſe of -a Remedy iunheard jof;; before ors | 


akity;; : which was,.'That alli the:Bodies| of thei 
Gitzzens | that «were executed \on. this, arcounty 
ſhov'di ſome be 6x d:on-:Croſſes 3nd 1expos'd%ta 


the yiew of: the;Pcople;: and others in their Pres. 
"ſence; given for;;Eopd to the; Wild: Beaſts;and 
Rayenous Birds which produc*dthis.cffect;thar | 
hey that beheld! fem; ſtruck! -with!a ſhame ta.be! 


daunted at any-:Undertaking; with 4.bold»Zeal; 
fori the: Honour, of, the Roman :Namege: which, had: 
ofteripreſerv'd-them at the.lqweſt ebb: of For- 


tug in Battles, -puſtfd on-the Work with all.ther 
fervour imaginableg which the: King-obſervings: 


took:hold of the: opportunity;to./e arge;his 10- 

olitions upon them, making theutjextend. hoſe; 
Subterraneal-Paſſages to that bigneG and height, 
that a Catt- very; much loaden with:{ Hay: might: 
ealily paſs through 4hern.., But;a} Lhave.alrta-; 
dy:ſaid,: is- inconliderable, if ' we-compare/It; to. 
one Miracle, which 4s this, -.. When /Marcrs Lee: 
pldus: 2nd Quinta Catulns werEoConſuls,.; there 
was no Nobler Strudture-in Rowe:than'the Houſe 
of Zepidus. himſelf; but within Thirty five. Years 


after, that was nat the hundredgh;pert as bigas; | 


innumerablePalacesthat werethen-Raz?d./Hdaros, 


Seaurrs; when! he was: e£4ley;owiltli his private; |. 


Wealth :and Abilties-perform'd a;Work; beyond. 
alk that ever; was made: by any; befate, defign'd; 
not for time,;but Eternity, ; apdethis: wasia Ther, 
ares; in which, were-2_ trippl&.qrder: of -Scenes- 

: | to 


thoſe -that fled from the Fatignpof- the Under: 
ec 
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to- the height of Three hundred'and lixty Cd- 
lemns; the lower part was of Marble, the middle 


of GlaG ( ſtratge kind of Luxnry!.) -and/ the 
uppermoſt - were adorn'd wirh: Golden Tablers, 


the Braſs Statues -betwixt theſe- Pillars, were 1n - 


| in:number Three thouſand ; and the Pitt itſelf 


was - capable- of holding 'Fourſeore thouſand 
Spettators. To this I may add a greater Prodigy, 


 effeted by Caius Curio; who” follow?d the part 


of Fulius Ceſar in the Civil War; for when at 
the Funeral: "of his ' Father he ſaw he coud-.not 
{ſurpaſs Scauris in Pomp, Wealth, Beauty; and 
Nobleneſs of the. 'StruQure, Magnificence of the 


| Furniture -and Decorations, .reſolved to'.out-do ' 


him' in-Ingenuity:' 1 herefore he'cans'd two-moſt 
ſpacious Theatres of Wood tobe made near-to 
one another, and hung them on-a Verſatile Bal- 
lance or Hinge; fo in the Morning -when- the 
Plays were: perform?d, theyi'were Back to Back, 
(as I may ſay) but in the Evening after all the 
People. were in them, they. were'whirPd :about 
on their Hinges, the Scenes of both deſcending 
as they met together, and:Compogd+ in a Mo- 
ment. an - Amphitheatre, in which immediately 


. were preſented - the . Fights of "the Gladzators. 


'What can we moſt admire*in this, the Invention, 
or the Inventor? The Arrificer, or Deſigner? 


Him that durſtimagin-ſuchi'a. bold 'Effors, or 


him that could'reduce. ic co:PraQtice ? But: that 
which ſeems moſt ftrange to me, is,'that the Pea- 


-ple ſhould: be* ſo:mad' to venture themſelves info 


-Bicktiſh and 2ncertaina Seat. Behold, (ſays 4 


A 


Three Hundred Statues of Braſs and Marhl 


This js that People that have Subjugated the whole 
Earth, "which ftifPd Kingdoms and Nations, 


anal gives Luws to far Counrics, a certain Part and = 


f the Jmmortd} Gods, c 
of Mankind ; Behold them I % 
derow Machine, leg clapping «nd 
ro. their own Behold all the Roman P 
Abard tmo' Vt h ws it were, which were only ſepa- 
raved from by rwo Hinges that ſupported 
whem, gazany gt the Combates of of abs: Gladiators, 


ared 10 the. reſt 


' with Pleaſure, tho they were ſo near Periſking t 
' elves if the Machine faiÞd. What Acharya | 


have perſwaticd the Komen People to, who cou'd 
& eakly prevail with them to venture into 4 
hanging Theatre, a5 if he intended to Sacrifice 
the whole Nation, at the Funerals of . his Father, 
-or at leaſt bid fair for it. Had Caligale pre- 
pared ſich an Engine, be need not have been ac 
the expence of ſofruitle6 a Wiſh,zs that all the 
Koanians had but one Neck, that atone Blow he 
Co by 1 pacch *em. Burt after the Hinges were 
by Uſethat they wop'd no longer turn, he 
vary'd itand teftitin the form of an Amphicbeerre. 
After this, what need 1 tell you of the Golden 
peer tb on Nero and Caias, or the Aquadutts of 
Duintus Martins, or thoſe Additions 


wich Arrops made'to thera when he was «/£dile, 
why 


Reparations ,of the Old, made 
Seven Hundred -p-=4 and an Hundred and Five 
Fountains. ' Built a Hundred and Thirty 
Tiificent Hoſtels, and Adarn'd theſe Buildings with 


p 


ing in @ pott= | 


- 
” 
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add Four Hundred Marble Pillars, and all- this 
in the ſpace of One Year. And for the eternal 
Fame of his Adilefhip, he gave Shews to the 
People for near Threefcore Days, beſides nh 
Huhdred and Seventy Bagrid's, ns a free Gifty 
which Places were afterward increaſed in Rome, 
.* to an infinite Number. _ But the Aquedol, 

were begun by Sal Ceſer, and finifh'd ' by 
Clandius, far furpaiyf'd the former. - But 5f-we 
" ſhot'd neatly cotſider the abundance of Water 
that, was u8Xd in public, in. Baths, Fiſh-Ponds, 
Houſes, Cpnduits and Gardens, in the Suburks, 
and Yila*s as well as City, the Arches that were 
built to convey it,, the Monntaims that were-cur 
through, the Valleys that were levePd, we maſt 
grant that there con'd be nothing more Adimnl- 
. Cable in the whole World. Next let me paſs £6 
the Rareties of Art, as the Sratues-atnd Obelſe 
which were brought to Rome from abroad : Firſt 
_ the Thebane Obeliſc was made and crefted-bythr 
Labour of Twenty Thouſand Men:: The Kang 


himfelf when it was' ſer vp, fearing that the 


Machmes won'd not be of irifficient Strength to 
fupport the vaſtnefs of the Weight, without.an 
extraordinary 'Cantion of the Workmen, tamake 
them take tfie more care in erecting 1t, caus'd 
his Son to be faſtn*d tothe very top of it, that 


their Endeavours for. his Safety, ſhou'd conduee- 


to the happy placing the Stone. The Prodigious 
Wonders of this Work mate 'Cambyſes when he 
took this City of Thebes, and came almoſt to 
the Pedeſtal of this Obelifc with Fire and Sword, 


s that 
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to command the Flames to be- extidguiſh'd,” he: 


being ſtruck with Aſtoniſhment 'at ſo awfull {a 
Pite,, who had no'Compaſſion':for. the City -its 
ſelf. - In Alexandria,  Prolomens Philadelphrs ſet up 
vne of Eighty Cubits, which-King':Ne&abis had 

can9d to' be hewn out of a Rock ;* but-it;proy'd -| 
much a greater Difficulty to carry It to-its Place 
and ert@t it. Some ſay *twas carried a Ship» 
board by the Famous Archite& Satyras.. Others, 
that 'a Channel was cut from..beyond the place? 


where the Obtliſc lay, under it,! to: the River 


Nils; and then Two very broad: Veſſels joyn'd 
together, and ſo deeply-laden, 'that they might 
when they came up the Channel; go under the ' 
Obeliſc, .( it reaching like a' Bridge, from-one 


fide of this 'Cut: to: the other ) And: being come 


exaGtly 'under it, they unloading 'them, by.'de- 
grees the Veſlels roſe out of 'the Water, and ſo 
lifted up the *Obeliſc from the Ground, and 
thus bore it down into the\Nile.. 'Out of this 


Fame Mountain there is a Tradition, : that [Six 


were cut of the ſame Magnitude, :and -that the 
Maſter Work-man had Fifty" Talents given him 
for a'Reward." But this Obeliſc was-ſet up in Ar- 
fo bythe forementioned King, in,Honour of his 

fe' Arfinoe, who was alſo his Siſter ; and fram 
thence Maximus when he was: Prefett in Egypt, 
'Franſported-it, ' tho ſuch/a . vaſtsand' unwieldy 


"Cargo for a Ship; and plac'd it'.in the' Fornm, 
thaving.'cnt off the Top of 'it; defigning to put 
one'of Gold in its Room, which afterwards:hot- 
withſtanding: he'/neglefted:} -i:/There , are Two 


more 


TER 0c, 
"more at Mex ind4s,*irt the-Portico's of the Tem- | 
'ple'of C/o Forty Two Ciibits" high," which 
"King Me/phrer mide; © The' chief Difficulty was 
"to Tranipgrtithem crofs the Sea 'to Romep in 
*Ships of *thEFirTeF Rate: Nor muſt Iomit that 
'Obtliſe whit Was: plac'd inTtlis Grand Circo- 

2 Auguſtus, which was' made'by: Ring Semis/ertes, 
io.wh6ſe'R gs era Ih Boype #:16 was 
One Hundret! Theenty Five Foot ; ant Three 
Qoareees HEH, beſides the Baſis 'of "the Tiittic 
Song? / But that! which (Was ity the: Fidd! bf 
"Mars. was made by Seſoſtiis Both 'containTh- 
FHiptwns ofthe Eryptions Hterpretatibns'of Ni- 
"Filet thing 0H: heir. PMloſophy.-- This TJult 
"Hbouſtir apply tex ay ae like - tufnibgtt 
to the'Gnithg of a Dial, ecMing the Shadow 
of the Sun7 dnllby ir-diftiagutil'd; the Levigthiof 
"the Days:' Nigtits and” Hors, -on/the-Paveniart, 
Fhich' he hid made to! the Proportion of 'the 
"Obeliſc, 'afid divided witty Lihes and Marks'of 
01aid Bri#f71bn' which the: Shadow: \decreaRtl 
-and increas by egrech vand1o”artificially>de- 
noted the Motions" of time Athing ſays Phy, 
my Opinign;-\worthy"the"Knbwledge !ofliÞb 
Rerity. There *was another Obeliſc: in the Pl- 
tHcar Circo'of Oates 'ind Ner#5/- And this alone'a- 
 mbngſt* chene 2l}/-wwat broken? in the ihaking. 
The Son of Seſoſtr15 made-this,' as well-as 44n6ther 
of an Hyndred'Ciibits/in heighr{/and:Confecra- 
'ted to the" Sum bythe Ordartgf- the Oradeffor 
the Reſtofatibn'of his"Sight'? after he-had beep 
'Blind.- Ther Was 4" Sravue of  Herculgs dt _ 
POL TOA | Beaſt- 


; 
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| -Beaſt-Market, which, was for nothing fo re- 
us 


markable, as its ity and Title; for 
Maid to be Conſecrated by Evander to him : And 
it obtain'd the Name of Triumphal; from . be- 


ing Habicedia Triumphal Garments, as often as 


there is any Triamph, The Statue of far with 
His Double Face, muſt not be forgot, conſecrated 
to bim by King wn, which was 'Ador'd and 
Sacrific'd to, far War and Peacez his Fine 
be ſo contriy'd, that they denoted in 

ee Handred Sixty Five Days the Year and 
Age. Munmins having Conquer'd Achbais, res 

iſh'd the City with Statues: The Lacpll too, 
brought not a'few ito ,jit. Before the Burning 
of the Capiel- by the Faction of Fitelins, there 
was. in the Fane of Jww,'a carv*d ut 


. Braſs licking of bis Wounds, which ao3f ſuch a 


noble Baldneſs, that the Value of it was bþe- 
yond. Purchaſe z' and therefore Conſecrated: to 
the Goddeſs. Inithe'C epitol-was a Statue of A- 
[pollo, of that prodigious Hejght,. thatit was called 


ea Coloſſus; and this was pong Jak Apollonia, 
a City in Poms, by. Marcus + It ww; 

. Thirty Cubits high, and coſt One Hundred ap 
Twenty Talents.' Like this is that Colofſus of 
Jupuer,, Conſecrated hy Claudius Coſar. | 


theſe-in Rome, were an Hundred other Coloſſuſes 
of a lefler Magnitude. | 


' To fay nothing of the admirable Piftures 
that Pliny mentions, all far beyond Raphael, An- 


£00, Titian, and one Modern Artiſts, we may 


ſhort, Rellett,, That Rome muſt indeed be a 
| | Divine 


p 


 «E.Aw+a5 = wear w,r 
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ceaſe to admire at, his Impatience, and Flattery 
of his. Perſecutor Auguſtus, for a, Return. Buy 
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' Divine ye all the Nobleſt pieces of Art 


that the Conquer*d Warld affqrded, were Tran- 


ſported by the Conquerors to Fopre, to contri- 
bute to its Majeſty and Glory, | Add to this. the 


'Politeneſs of the People Ovid left, and the Bru 


tality of thoſe. he [went to z and..we may , 


you, may fſee.a more perfett Draught of thi 
5 his Collation of Old and New 


City in- Fabricius 
Kove, I am, 


Tow Friend and Humble Servant, 


= \ = eo of 
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To the C harming and Ingenious 
. URANIA.. 


] l no more accuſe my Fortune, Uraxia,ſince ſhe 


has given me ſ6 generous an Antidote: againſt 
all her Venomous” Influence, as your. Friendſhip, 
that furniſhes me with a very ſat>fattory Retreat. 
from all the violent Onſets of my ill Stars, where 
| can unload my $Sdul, and communicate all my 


_ Complaints, If Incet with /ilainies and /ngra- 


Oo. thnde, _ 


£5 Cay) 
tiiude, the commion Offs pring-of 'Traft and 'pe- 
erhs Offices; Pr ſenſibly pleasd, that [ can with 
afſi \ratice of Pity, tell il 'my Charming Friend: bu, 
Pairi. This is the occaſion'of 'this Letter; 
tho I have tio Filkeiny to complain'of at this time, 
having had no Truft Betrayd 3 nor any Ingrativnd: 
th Reſent,becanſe1' have-not' been in a Capatity 
DEX the 'Perſon I addreſPd to ; yet have 
ill abundatit reaſon to Sigh for the continudl 
HW! Luck, that-attends my Endeavours. - | © 
I know Urania, you have often told 'me, tha 
*tis a very falſe Meaſure to judge of others by 
my own Inclinations; and your: Advice, I muſt 
grant, carries a great "deal of Reaſon ; for whe- 
ther my lnlinations are juſt'or unjuſt, Pm ten 
to one in the wrong, when I judge of another by 
- Them ;fince Mankind differ not only in their Sen- 
timents of the ſame thing, by the different Appre- 
henſions each Man-Naturally has ;- but the veryſ. 
Circumſtances and ſtate of our Afairs, give a 
various turn to, our Sentiments; ſo. that we differ 
not only from one another, bi t,even from our 
Selves, as our Fortune alters ou} Condition, »But 
when [ was miſtaken in Potjo, I follow?d -a more 
common and receiv d tho not. leſs fallacious Guide, 
than the former, that.is, RePO2t. Polio has the 
Reputation of'a Generous Mang and may be ſo per- 
haps to others 3 but Pay fare he does not diſtin- 
' guiſh betwizt thoſe who are and are not fit Ob- 
jects for his Generoſity. . A. pleaſant Companion 
diverts and ſeaſons our,Hours/ of Converſation 


and permits not our Judgment to weigh the Ne- 
rits 
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rits of the Perſon that affords us ſo agreeable ati 
ror ix: , And This perhaps has miſled 
Pollio, who fias* mer with Ibgratitude enough 
from ſome of that CharaCtter, whom he bas hi 

ly Oblig?d;; for /perhats, {\&1&)1/ could wlmoſt 
grant were not unpleaſant, if not witty Com- 
pany. 'Butalas ! one of Pollio's Experience ſhou'd 
khow, that Men of that oleh ___ ſeldom 


any juſt. Nga f things 
ahd Yon * They are ht ou Rl ' 
Sacrifice _ 3 rae 


gayeſt Hour one. W $5.0 
Deſign, .are ike r. x Miſer's: 


heir Apparent, "only to. 4 
0 {es 


to themſelves in Vanity 

ſays I neyer knew one 

ons. that ever abounded 

Not that 1 wou'd ave 

yond alt Exceptions: But.” 

ſhou'd chuſe where there's” 

Deceit. On the contrary 1: 

Friendſhip as well as Genev0ſty,, - 

Deſire, and This on no very gr 4 
have ſcarce met with a Return” anſwerable to 
my ExpeCtation. In ſhort, Urania, 'twou'd be te- 
dious to tell you all my thoughts. of. Pola now ; 
what they were when 1 wrote the following Ver- 
ſes, rheſe will Iet you ſee; the effect they had, 
I tal conclude this Letter with. 


0&3 To 


% 
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Hiude, the' common Offipring-of'Traſt and ige- 


nerdus Offices; Pm ſenſibly pleas'd;that 1 cri with 
affiratice of Vity.- tell'my Charming Nr 
Pain.  This'is the occaſion'of 'this Letter; for, 
tho I have tio Pilbeiny to complain'of at this time, I 
Hhi#ving had no Truf Betray%d ; nor any Ingrartende 


lk 
- 


th Reſent,becavſe {' have-not! been in a Capatity 


of Obliging'the 'Perſon I addreſfd to ;' yet have 
T ſtill abundatir reaſon to Sigh for the continval 
H! Luck, that attends my Endeavours. © | 7 

I know Uraria, you have often told 'me, that 
"tis a very falſe Meaſure to judge of others by 
my own Inclinations ; and your: Advice, I muſt 
grant, carries a great deal of Reaſon ; for whe- 
ther my Intlinations are juſtor unjuſt, Pm ten 
to one in the wrong, when I judge of another by 
them 3fince Mankind differ not only in their Sen- 
timents of the ſame thing, by the different Appre- 
henſtons each Man-Naturally-has ;- but the very 
Circumſtances and ſtate of our Afairs, give a 
various turn to, our Sentinents;, ſo. that we differ 
not only from one another, Dyk even from our: 
Selves, as our Fortune alters 0u7 *C onaition, «But 
when I was miſtaken in Polo, I follow?d -a more 
common and receiv d tho not. leſs fallacious Guide, i 
than the former, that.is, IREPO2t. Polio has the 
Reputation of a Generous Man, and. may be ſo per- 
haps to others 5 but Pay fare. he does not diſtin- 


 guiſh betwhizt thoſe who are and are not. fit Ob- 


jects for his Generoſity. - . A. pleaſant Companion 
diverts and -ſeaſons our,Hours: of Converſation, 
and permits not our Judgment to weigh the Me- 

rits 
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yond alt Exceptions: 


Friendſhip as well as Gentvoſtty,, 


RY 


rits of the Perſon that affords us ſo agreeable ati 
Entertainment, . And This jerbaps has miſled 
Polio, who -Has* mer with gratitude enough 
from ſome of that Charatter, whom he bas high- 


| ly Oblig?d4] for/perhaty, {\&v&) 1 could flmoſt 


grant were not unpleaſant, if not witty Com- 
pany. ButAlas ! one of Pollio's Experience ſhou'd 


khow, that Men of that Faculty, have ſeldom 


any juſt. Noa WW things, wh lea of 
ah Don hey are. cheſt 

Sacrifice als Moan PEN 
gayeſt H one wo! 
Delign, axe like * n Miſ "I 


heir Apparent, "only to y 


to themſelves in Vanity © 


ſay, I never knew one © 4 
ons, that ever aboundeg®) l "9, 
Not. that 1.wou'd extend this Ut 


ſhou'd chuſe. where there's” 

Deceit. On the contrary 1: 
Rr WI 

Defire, and This on no 'very great Witcer? 

have ſcarce met with a,Returnanſwerable to 


' my Expettation. In ſhort, Urania, 'twou'd be te- 


dious to tell you all my thoughts. of. Pola now ; 
what they were when 1 wrote the following Ver- 
ſes, theſe will Iet you ſee; the effect they had, 
| fall conclude this Letter ith. 


Tg 
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To: "POL E160, 
: Tie COMPLAINT. 


L uot 2419: ogeg e's Wyo my f 20f Apo 
. 14 vling1-. a 43 
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reem'd axDeath will do; 


Olr: | e Crown, 
nuct Unbſ | 
Au Os Fay 
I and by Fate Oppreſt ; | 
ELDAR: WIL; Ql 1fs. wild Anxieties, 
LEV Ae "97 We ind, and Slumbers from 
Jn, CETINED ng . 


(my Eyes, 
« 406 - IL 7: | 


W th A Wh hug my boundlefs Woe, 
- Lie wn ers wide the Gate, ' 
That leads to a wn happy State ? © 
For not at all to be, 
Is better than the ills of Life to know, 
When Paeſtly  Barbariſm does reign 
Almoſt in ety Heart ; MA 
R n 
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And ſcarce one good Sdmarirar isfound, * 
That with one {020{(D Ragg will part, . 


To Cloath the ſprddrivg Wretchzor bind his.gaps 

W hy ſooth I then my A vir arcb (We 
With the faint Shadow ot a fanſy'd Eaſe, 
Rather than Cure the Diſcaſe, 

With Balmy Death,its ſure and laſting Remedy? 


Hl. 


When th? ills of Life too great and aunyrous grow, 
. They are the SUMMONers of Fate: 
And ?tis too fooliſh a Debate 
( Puniſh d by preſent Pain ) 
To argue if we ſhou'd Obey or no. 
In torrring Dreams I've often found 
y ſelf withthreatning Dangers compaſs'd round ; 
= I flie; ver V: Vales, o'er Shades in vain, 
"The fanſy'd Terror meets me when I light, 
Or cloſe behind | * 
Purſues my {maginary Flight : 
But when my Lab'ring Mind 
"uy near Deſtruction, canno Refuge find, 
I Wake, and all the rackin Scent withdraws, 
The Horrors paſt, ar loſt-1n preſent Joys. 


IY. 


So in the _ Dzeam of Life, | ſee 
My tatter'd Bark id FOztujnie*s boiſtron; Sea. 


To &*ry Wind in vin I ſhift my Sail, 
Siniſter Fare allows no Proſpbn; : 
O 3 
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In vain I ſtrive to reach the diſtant Shoar, 
For all around thie angry Billows roar, < 
And on-each ſide encreaſe th? unequal War. 
Ten thouſand Waves, each big with certain Fare, 
On one poor ſinking; Bark with fury Beat : | 
My Sails are uſelefs; and my Rudder loſt; 
By claſhing Surges to and fro I'm toſtz * 
Within no help; no Succour from without, 
Deſpair and Ruin hem me round about. 
Approach then Death,this racking Scene deſtroy; 
Ah) Wake this Fempeſt-beaten wretch to long- 

« (ſought Talms and Joy. 


V, 

4 4 | (Night! 

Ha ! what bright Dawn thus breaks this diſmal 

Whiat Welcome Beams their friendly force unite, ; 
T6 raiſe my drooping Soul with their auſpicious 
eflts 1 II; Ls _ (Light! 
Behold the golden Glory ſpreads apace, o « 


The Heavens aſſume a calmer Face, 

And all the loud tumultuous Billows ceaſe ! 
The threatning Storm is Over-blown, 
The fcatter*d:Clonds now diſappear, 
And the grim: Terrors of Deſpair - 
Are all diſpers'd and gone. 

Whence, Ah! whence theſe Rays Divine, 

That with ſo ftrong,-ſo kind a Luſtre Shine ? 


Lo! now the Heavenly Cauſe draws near ; 

See, ſee the mighty Goddeſs. DOPE appear !. 

Her finid Robes, which ſabtle Threads compole» 
q1 | 5. # | ( From 


0 ewes: * aus mn nt NY 
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(From the thin Brains of fond JPoject Ms Sp) 
Her naked Beautiesto the Eye diſcloſe; $7.17 | 
Beauties far brighter than the Mid-day Sun ;. F 
_ Fairer than Fancy: &er drew Woman-kind, 
Tho? the vain fancy of a Love-ſick Mind. . 
Wer ſpacious Front, and her inviting Eye,  - 
Are fill'd with humble Majeſty. I 
Falſe Joys around her ſmiling Viſage Play, 

To ſooth depending Wretches Pain, 

In ſpight of damn*d- Delay 

And its long Melancholy Train, | 
Her Head with Lawrel,and with A4yrile*sCrown'd;: þ 

With her left. Hand where c'er ſhe goes r 

She thinly trows _ WITT Na ot 

The Warriour?s and the Lover?s Wreaths ; 

But Courtiers flaring Promiſes, 
With Tiberal Hand ſhe ſcatters all around. 


VII. 


Her tf&ht H-nd boundleſs Stores does hold 
Of Liberty, of Happineſs, and Gold, 
Which tho? ſhe ſeem to promile e'ery one © - ©» 
That waits about her Viſionary Throne, . 
Yet faſt ſhe graſps the wiſh'd for Treaſure, ) 
And does in ſcanty Portions, Meaſure, \ 
To Few, and Late, the tardy Pleaſure. 
A Thonſand curling Clouds ſhe ſits upon, 
Of Colour various, and of Matter rare, 
( As Acme Beauteous, ſubtle as the Air ; 
Soft as the Downy Boſom of that Charming Fair.) 
ExhaPd from the wanton. Wifhes of Mankmnd, : 
Ard all the Numerous Vanitzes of his ſickly Mind, ye 


Fs 


Avarice, Ambition, Love, Jo pr Bliſs, 

| With all the gamdy Train of Deſire, - 

| The Bigbts farzre Joy, and States. Man's coming - 
That ſet the foots/b World on Fire, (Happineſs, 


The Pompous Pageant's mighty Frame ſupport. 
8 i  Numſrous and vaſt is the Reſort EY 4 
x That throng her:wide Imaginary Court. In 
| As far as &er her friendly Beams extend, MI 
Rang?d in their differing Stations they attend z A 
All near, or diſtant, dart a long oe Eye A 
.. On this Lov'd flattering F 
.-=' Beyond the reach of whoſe entivonlig day, T 
i Beyond the Influence of ONe kind Ray, 7 
| Deſpatr in tatter'd ſable Weeds Array'd, 4 
Lurks with a yaſtly _ within the baveful Shade. 
, Il. 


| Hark ! hark! methinks her melting Voice I hear; 
| Her Voice, that's ſofter far | .\ 
| 'Than happy Lovers Billing Whiſpers are! / | 
il Gently methinks the Godd $ Chides 
My cauſeleſfs fond Deſpair, | 
While Pollto lives; who never Wretch deny'd | 
That on his bouihtebus Nature yet rely'd, 
Ahd ſpight of the effetts of black Ingratirade 
To damp'the gerrous Flame, _ 
Bounty arid he are [0 the ſarmre ; 
To imploring Want he muſt, hay wil do Good, 
Let Galba 7 Laugh, Eat, Drink, and Whore, 
And'in that rhoughthſ; Circle ſpend his Store, 
And when he's Dead, be pink ered on-more, 
So let hlm die like other Sotr-#nd Brutes, 
Oblivion. beſt A Life Fe Galdi's ſuits. 


— 
- = n— 
— — ——_ D— 
_ nn i ws — _— 
. —_— — 


But 


C( 201 ) 
" But ſitice a more Heroic Fire 
- Dbes wiſer PPallto's Breaſt Inſpire, 
And moves him to Dif 
To drooping Poeſie a kind Influence z 
Let him but caſt one Smile on me, 
By which from Anrious Care: ſet free, 
In Verſe Immortal Pd convey his Name, 
To-the laſt Boundaries of Fame, 
And late Poſterity ſhou'd ſee him ſit | 
Among the Sacred Patrons of Almighty Wit z 
For of their Patrons, Poets have theſe Odds, 
They Poets make, but Poets makg them Gods ; 
To Woztal Glory, give Eternal Dare, 
And reſcue Werit from Deſtructive Fate. 


\ By this laſt Statrza, my dear Uri, you find 
- what I then thought of Polio, but 1 maſt tell . 
ou, my opinion is much alter'd by his Carriage 
Ro . Not becauſe he comply?d not with my 
Deſires, but becauſe he has not dealt like a Gen- 
 tlenian by me. ' If Oftentation- be the Motive of . 
his great Actions, and a preſent Yah Glory be the 
mover of his Liberality, he has a great many of 
his Rank, that carry a mighty Name in the 
World ; for few have learned this noble Maxirt, 
that YVertne 'is its on Reward. And yet methitiks' 
the preſent Applauſe of Fools ſhould not be prace- 
fol co a Mat of Senſe. > But if JPollio had not 
thaf Nobleneſs of Splitit to dv a private Good, 
yet tnethinks he ſhould not ſubinit ts dv a Keele 
thiig, as you know ſome of his Demeanour -ts 
me” 
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me was,eſpecially in detaining what was truſted 
to his Yertue, without doing what was expetted 


from that 77ſt. Bat Þll confine you no longer, 
' Urania, to my Complaints, who am 


. Your faithful. Friend, 


Viridomar, 


— WH — — 


Of the MO ON. 


The Hiſtory of the Temple of Diana at 


Epheſus, -@&c. In 4 Letter to my 
Learned and Ingenious Friend, Dr. 
. Midgly. . 


| T Have lately been looking over again Biſhop 


Wilkins his World in the Moon, - and cannot but 


agree with him, as I formerly did, that *tis moſt 


reaſonable to think that Planer capable of Inhabi- 
tants, ſince we know cis a Solid Opacous Body ; 
that the Light it has,is only Borrow?d; and ſince 
the Diſcoveries made by the Teleſcope of Galilexs, 


- ſhew that*tis Cery way qualify*d for. an Inþabitable 


World. But whether the Inhabitants be ſo mbch 
Wiſer than us,as Cyrano Bergeraimakesem,1 can't 
te},-neither am I willing to allow them that Ad- 

| | vantage, 


% 


a 
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nitage, fince their Planet has ſuch a'dependancs - 


on our Earth, as to' be oblig'd to moveround us, 
25 its Centre; I ſhould: rather agree with Ari. 
ofo, that makes'it the Lumber Houſe, or Repoſitory 
of all things that are loſt in this Earth of ours, 


{even to the Wits of his H:r0 D27ando, BottPd 


up in Bottles, like-the Virtuoſo's Air : But then 
you'wili anſwer, if 1 allow the 007 the Recep- 
zacle of all that*is loſt on our Earth, that by con- 
ſequence it-muſt be the 7ufter, Horeſter, as well 
as Wiſer Abode, ſince Honeſty and Fuſtice have 
long been loſt here, as well as Wiſaom. ?Tis 
true, DoCtor, if 'the Inhabitants there are' one 
or better for 'em, I muſt yield the Cavſe ; 
I hope our Vertues as well'as Wits, are Bot- 
tPd np from their uſe; elſe I ſhould wiſh the Bi- 
ſhop I mention'd but now, had - perfefted his 
Difcovery, and fix'd a Correſpondence betwixt 
us, for doubtleſs. *twould yield us abundance of 
Commodities needful for us, as well as Wit and 
Honeſty. | 
Barever _is, methinks we have a greater I- 
mage of this friendly moving Light of the Hea- 
vens, than the Primitive Poetical Philoſophers : 


They made it but a Woman, but wea World, that 
contains perhaps . ſome Millions of finer Wo- 


men than Diana: Tho *tis* probable not all ſo 
Chaſt, if they are-not made of a much different 
Matter from that of our Earthly Ladies. Tho? 
I'can't blame the Ancients for making it a Wo- 
man, from its Inconſtancy, which is ſo natural a 
Folly of the Sex, that it muſt be thought. Chara- 


Reriſtical, 
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Eeriſtical: And perhaps the Origin of this Faby. |: 
lous Lady A4oon,: might be from ſome eLqyria|.... 
Hhterog lyphic of a: Woman with a Creſcent on he} 
Head, to denote her changable Nature and Af jo 
fettions. | | 

But whence-ever it catne, athey had Names enough 
. ather Service, above an Hundred in number, too 
long to inſert here. The Poets therefore gave her 
a Coach too: Jt was but a Coach and Two 
whereas her Brother Phebis had his Coach d 
Foar. AMarnilis,lib, 5. 


Quadrijugis & Pho equis, &: Delia bigis, | 


Ovid gives her a pair of White Horſes, the? 
others differ, and will have her drawn by a Mule 
or young Heifers, or Horſes of various Colours; 

They made her a Huntreſs, becauſe aſſiſting 
at the "Birth of her Brother Apolto, made. her 
hate all Men; for ſhe was ſd Frighted at the 
* Pains her Mother underwent, that ſhe obtain'd 
of Fupitey ( for nothing but : a God could ſecure 
2 Woman's Maidenhead). a perpetual Virginity; 
as Callimachus tells ns; And Cicero in his Natura 
 Deorum, lib. 2. ſays ſhe was Feignd to afliſt- at 

the Birth of ker Brother Apol/o,' tho-Born at the 
ſame Birth, becauſe ſhe carfie:into the World 
before. him. 7apier therefore according to the 
fame Caltimackus, made her Goddeſs of Fnting, 
High-ways ard Havens, and 'beſtow*d of her 
Bow, Arrows and attending Nymphs, as ſo ma- 
ny Maids of Honour. © Hence #orace, BY 

onti- 
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han AY VR 04 nemorumg; Virgo 
her ( yg rr ms + : 


| .'!-Ter vocats eudis, adimiſqz letho, 
| | Diva triformis. wh 


gh K | 4%: | 

Of Callimachw ſays, . Diana's Chariot is drawn by 
er f White Hinds. - She often chang?d her Habitation, 
4 and:had need therefore of ſome: Yehicle, for now 


fhe:\was: ahave inthe :Heavens,; now : beneath, 
among the. Infernals. . Nor. is .her Figure mote 
-or4p than hey .abode, for. ,as a Friend of mine 
: 0; * W C $00 3 INJ I ; p | 


Now with « ful Ork ſhe the Darkneſa does Chaſe 3 
{Y Now like Wores in the Pit, ſhews lu half of her Face. 


-"In Aehens,the young Ladies: that. were om | 
with Child, that they could not wear their uſu 

Girdle, or Zone, 'put it off in. the, Temple of 
Diana,whence ſhe got the Appellation of aviitorc- 
To her were: offered the Zones or- Girdles of 
Women with Child, | as the Garlands. were to 
Venus at Marriages. This Goddeſs allo preſided 
over Fiſhers: And the Poets tell -us that they us'd 
to Sacrifice Bullocks to her ; but 4Herece Sacrifi- 
ces 4 Boar ta her, aud Owd 2a white Hind. —_. 
- *She had a moſt Magnificent 'Yemple at Epheſus, 
famous for its Building, and remarkable for its 
DeſtruQion; of which Natahs (Comes gives us 
this Account. Habit: Diana celeberrimium” onnium 
Templorum, & Auguſtiſſimum Epheſmnum, &c. , The 


moſt” 
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moſt Magnificent and Famous of the Temples of 
Diana was at Epheſus, which was: Builr by rhe'care 
and Induſtry of all Ara, Two hundred and t 
Tears ads the. direfttion of - the Architett Ch 
phron; it was Four hundred and twenty five Feet in 
Length, and Two hundred and twenty in Breadth ;, in 
which were ax: hundred and rwemy ſever Column, 
evelted by as thiny ſtotral Kings; and theſe Columin 
'or Pillars wert- wonderful in' their”. ' as mell ca; 
Btanty, for they were- Poe Foot'in Heghth Thirty 
fi" of which. were very le,” and with intreatble 
Art Carv?d' with heir ee Thar ers anſwerable 
ro the Ma þ Cm of = Pillars. Bede which; thert 
were an abundance of exquiſite Pittures and admirable 
ws es 07 Statues, Mira fponte' to the Grandes 
ant Maifite of the Temple :* All which 'Hero- 
ſtratus a» Epheſian, ſer on Fire"and Deſtroyed, to 
| | oops to- himſelf perpetuity of Name, ſince Uo cowd 
tet it by-lis Vertnes or 3 Pat 'This'C 
1 "of Diane Temple bapper?d . about the Ides of 
Avguſt, on the day that Alexander rbe Great, Kitg 
of Macedon was Born, as Platarch ſays in «ht Life 
of that Prince. But the Epheſians made 4 | Law, 
har none ſhould' mention the Name of Heroſtratus 
for the future, under the moſt ſevere Penalties,ſo to de- 
prive him of the enjoyment of that which he aimed at 
the obtaining” of 'by ſo great a Villainy. Thus far 
Naralis, 'A Deſcription of the Ruins of this Tem- 
ple, and all the Cautions uyd by the Founders of 
it againſt Earthquakes-and other Expected Cau- 
fes of Ruin;  Piiny gives us in his Natural Hs- 


fory. 


Aniong 
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of | © Among; other: Fables of her, the Pocts'thake | 
ne | cher in Love with Endymion fleeping' on Latinas; a 
' Mountain of Caria, and rhat: ſhe Enjoy*d hitn'at- 
, | cording to Catullus. £500 IT 
} | Fg 4-04 > £38 | 40184 
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Ut triviam furtim ſab Latmia ſaxa relegens;* 
-'> Dulcis amor D80-a0e0vert ariel "15% DIETS 
| w814 I; ' 1m id dnl (fl rigs geot! 
| [903 931-11, 234203 w 36,4 _AnmhoVW 
So weak: was the Power of a: God tokeep her 
a'Maid !'!'Nay;'They make her very Fruirtfylt tos, 
for beſides: Sons" by! this / &monr | with. Evdytraor;, 
.they give her fifry Daugbreysiiiiicn tt | od 25 1 
. , Where:three: Ways: meer}:tht Ancients ugd to 
perform the Rites of Hecate, 'who it call dUby 
three ſeveral Names, Luna, Artemis and Hecate. 
About the New of the Moon, the Richer ſort 
 u9d-to ſend a Collation to thoſe Blacts where 
three ways met, in the Evening, as a Supper for 
| #Hecate;, but the Poor us'd to devour theſe No-. 
, | Qturnal ſunkets:of this Goddeſs, and give out, 
' that ſhe her ſelf had eat them, as the Prieſts and 
_ their Tribe in Dariel; tho? indeed theſe Suppers 
were but very Parſimonious; fo that an.ill Sup- 
per got the Proverbial-Name of a Feaſt for He- 
cate; for the Poetical Divinity taught that the - 
Ghoſts wou'd ſubſiſt- with very little Nouriſh- 
ment. But that Hecate was the ſame with Zuma, 
or Diana, is evident from ſeveral Places, par- 
ticularly from Raphael Regius,in his Comments on 
- the 7th Book of Ovid's Metam. SHR 
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And here 1 think %is time te make an end of | 


this-Lunary Eſſay, leſt I be thought to take fo | 


much pains about her Goddeſs-ſhip for the Infly- 
ence ſhe has on me. I wou'd not incur the Im- 


4 


putation of a Madman for her ſake, whatever [ 


might for the ſake of ſome Earthly Cymbia, per- 


greater variety of Names from her numerous Fol. 
lies, than Djex« from the ſeveral Places of her 


fident, - that neither they, nor apy 'ather Cauſe 

can be Powerful enough to tnrn.me to.any thing 

that ſhould diminiſh my Yalue and Eſteem for you, 

or .the pleaſure I'take in being what I ſhall ever 
WEEDS, 


12 8TR, 

| 0th 
Your Obliged and faithful 

Friend and [{ronble Servau, 


Charles Qildon: 


An 


SED OrSSTSS ERR _ 
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haps. fully as Inconſtant ; and might. deſerve a |: 


Worſhip. But whatever Influence the Ethereal | 
ar” Ferreſtrial Cynehis's may have on me;Pm con- | 


1 
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'[4n ESSAY at a Vindication of. the 

[] Love-Verſes of Cowley and Wal- 

- Jer, @&c: It Anſwer to the Preface 

| gs Book Intituled, Letters and 

||. Uerles Amozous and Galtant:;' 
' Diredted to. ry 


Mc. CONGREPVE. 


S.in my two former Critical Diſcourſes of 
| this Book- againſt Mr.'-Rymer's Sho2t 

view of Tragedy, a Zeal for::the Honour of 
. my Country in its greateſt: Ornaments, - her TS 
Poets, Engag?d me; ſo here I.cannot help chal- 
lenging the ſame Pretence, fince-I cant ſuppoſe 
them deficient-in Love, without derogating from 
the Fuſtne/s: of their CharaQters. But I muſt con- 
fels I have not the ſame hopes of Succeſs in this; 
for there | had to do with an #mporene Opinietor ; 
but here with a Gentleman of a great deal of 
Wit and fine Senſe, There ;I addrefg9d to Par- 
ties already ſenſible of we Juſtice of my Canſe ; 
here to one who is prepoſleſy?d of the contrary. 
But on the other: hand I have the greater ſatis- 
faction here of being Worſted by one whoſe 
Wit can better defend an Error,than I the Trach-y © 
and Pm of Opinion, that *tis a .nobler Fate to 
fall by the Hand of an Hero, than Conquer a 
| Daſtard Pretender, And tho? my Prudence might 

7+ P | bs 
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be calld in Queſtion by this Attempt, yet my 
generous Ambition . will merit. a fagvis , tamen 
excidit Aufft, One thing t muſt poſſeſs you of 
in my favour, that. my unhappy Circumſtances 
allow .me not. time to,uſe all the Caution I ought, 


or ſearch all the Reaſons might he urg?d* in this' 


hoble Cauſe ; ſa that 1 am not oply: Firibus, but 
Opibus impar: However, | hope-the Deſign will 
gain me the Opinion'of a Good Engliſh. Man, if 
my Performance ſhou'd not attain that of a good 
Critic, which, will ſufficiently compenſate my 


trouble; for. 1 ſhax*d þe prouder to bg thought 


a Zealot for the 'Gloery-/as well as Intereſt of my 
TOnnerys than the greateſt Wit, and moſt Learn- 
ed A IMS (19) ot | 4 , 

© Vſttall neverdeny the Ancients their juſt Praiſe 


| of the Invention'of Arcs and Sciences ;, but L cans 


not without .contradicting my own Reaſon, ab 
low them the PerfeCters of 'em: ſo far that they 
moft:be our uncontroverted Patterns and Stan- 


_ dard ; For; our': Phyſicians have found the Pre- 


icripts 'of #ippocrares very Defective :- And as mt 
Phylſic, fo.in Poetry, there muſt be'a-regard'had 
to the Clime, "Nature, and {Cuſtoms of the 
People ;. for the: Habits of the Mind -as: well 'as 
thoſe of the Body, are. influenc*d by them 3'and 
Love with the other Paſſions vary. in their Ef+ 
fefts-as well as Cax{es, ' acconding]'to each Couns 
trfand Age; nay, 'according;” to the very / Cans 
ftitution of each Perſon affected,» This makes 
me'hope, that: the, Ingenious/Author" bf the Lete 
ror and. Verſes Amonons art Gallant; gujdes hims 
&!f by afallaciees Rule; when he rhakes:the At 
cients the Standard-of the Excettenee'of rs 

4 Y erns 
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ae written are 
is | but themſelves, eg ron 
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derns ( or indeed; when,,,by exalting thoſe 
gholly deprives theſe of all Ho Mets in fs 


S. | His Charge 1s:ze Me theſe two 
Heads,uiz:T he he caſe mo 6 FIMANCES, 
will have ieghee pl n | hay My 


& happen almoſt to &ry Man oe 
the. Ver ſes of the cn agg are vs 
that are indeed. SUCPUING, 4p ER 

we Tenders: Paſſonats; ove GHEPL foriery 
Man 4 1L0ne 10-think; This; js Fac ſum of his 


| Charge againſt *em ; of whigh;3n-theOrder, vg 


placd em. - Firſt, As for. the -Osraſions;3,.Iroan- 

not remember ay Subject choſen.hy either Cowl 
br be Waller ( for we've. nothing, to de herewith 
Fitrarch a Foreigner ).\thay To” to be ſo 
out, or unnatoral for:a Mart mnlove to, 5 
and if ſome of 0m do not happen. to e*'ry.' Mag 
in Love, they are yet on am: ; Bottom with 
the Aricients, many of: whale & ©" jak Occaſi- 
ons, wy far frony happening _— I 8s 
none who can pretend to 
Writings car ( 2 enphapmtesa oth and 
Ovid writes its: Funeral Elegy.z but;fure none will 


contend that. this. is ani £ common ta all 


Ladies whv have Lovers, and. thoſe: Poets, $00, 
Carullas addrefles one Copy. of Verſes.to the. very 
Sparrow: of Lerbis; and ip-another'.deplores 9 
Death.. Agreat,many Loyers may have Miftref- 
Tes- wh neten cake. : eg mg yy - 4Heip 
Amour, and yet Ovid has an 

Niwgaiteer; aft tomay. Tex: vhouſand eryS, Toe x 
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any vther:Biſlows, \but' the Frown of their Falt 


"ones and yet Pr 
"Writes to | ins 
"duce the Subjects or Occaſions of Love-Ueries 
'to'any partictlir 'St#hdard, is tiighly Irrational, 
*and muſt only'be"the effelt of want of Conſide. 
ration; for "the yartous Circumftances and For. 
tones'of” the-Loyers muſt diyerſifie and alter 
the" Ocrafionz _of ' writing to* their Miſtreſſes; 
'So-thit - there- is no. Occaſion. that is General, 
wnd*that''-can reach- all Men- in Love, - bnt 
the Cruelty of their Miſtreſſes'0n their firſt Ad- 
Ureſles, (that istheir not immediate Compliance) 
forJealouſie" i 


ris toſs'd in another Storm, 


| | $n6t Univerſal, or at leaſt to ex- 

nd” to' 'the"Beating of her a Man Loves ; ;yet 
4H "Writes id Amicam quam werberaverat, '| 
muſt confeſs, F'eant ſee the leaſt Reaſon why the 


Nume and Gloverof a Miſtreſs, with the Place of - 


#er'Bireh; are'nbt"ts juſt Occafiors to: Write on 
83'the'Ring' givarts a MiſtreB,: or::her Parrot 


| or Sparfow+-or a great many: more T might enus 
merate out ofthe Anoients.- i! A'true Lover thinks - 


ery" thitg'thatbelotips co her he Loves, worthy 
his Tho ned and"the more'onr- Modern Poets 
extend*their 'RefleAtivns beyond the Ancients in 
this fo'much the'preater Lovers they-ſhew them- 
ſelres;-” But-the- Place of | one?s Adftreſs's Birth is 
tot ofify worthy'a-Lover's Thoughts, but even 
ai Uſſverſal 'Ottaſionz! ſince goLover but maſt 
meet'with that Orcurrence' in'whatever fair-one 
he 'atotes,:amongealtthe beauteous: Dau 
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*©By-What' Hee beew Taid;7 Sir ,/-?ris ;vident thas 
or Mederiis ire. not inferiour: to'the Ancients, 
rut 9 


; in 


port it. And indeed. tore ff þ 


ghters-of 
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in their Judgment in chuſing Octaſconronmwhich! 
they write to their Miſtreſſes z' Or, That this a+ 
getious Gentleman has either 'through-Wantiof 
Advertence, or out of. Deſign Expreiltd: bimſatfs | 
iwbiguonſly, or at; leaſt not with'that Cledarneſs? 
that is requiſite to a concluſive: Argument:;/ 
ahich cannot. be.excuſed wheri the Honour-and' 
Merit of . ſach. great Men as "Cowley arid-Walter: 
is concerned3. nay, the Honour: of our Coun». . 
1 214 3 poo gil 

W come now to the Second. Accufation;”> which 
is, that the Moderns fill their: Verſes with: Thoughts: 
ſurpriſing and glittering, but. not nataral- for cOry>. 
Man in Love to think, © This lies under:theſame: 
Fault as the other does, of beinig too geherdb ito; 
be of any Force, :it either condemns althat-the; 
Moderns haye wrote, it caſts off: ery: Thought 

Os 


7 


I nate, or does nothing at all; for it inſtances no | 


particular. ; Par confident-the ingenious Gen= 
teman will .haye ſo much. Candor, - as to con: 


| fef5that there: are/a.great.many very tender and: 


ſolt Thoughts, arid paſſionate * Expreſſions-in- 
Lowley's Miſtreſs, as in this one;: that now:'0Cc>: 
trrs to my Mind: Then lik: ſome : wealthy 1larid” 
thou (halt lie, &c. bit if there. be: ſome, inay;. a! 
great many tender, ſoft, and-paſſionate thoughts- 
ig our Moderns,then is this general charge not-at- 
all concluſive againſt **m. "Beſides, Zhonghts na- | 
tural v0 a Han in Love, is an obſcure Expreſſi-! 
on, it conveys no clear Idea of any thing to the: 
Mind ; or, what is fully as] erroneous, it ſeems: 
to: level the Thoughts of - all Mankind, but. it: 
cannot be doubted, but that in the very _ 
EF 3. - Cir- 


Eo. Girehmnſtances\the Thoughts. of different Men | 
| 


will :b&varipug;/and -more! or leſs Exceltent' and 
Noble,\/as: the) Wit, Judgment;/Fancy, and rhe 
other: iQualities;ab 


the Mind bf the Perfon' af 
more:or le{s&xcelent and perfett: And 
_ I an confident-your:angentous Friend (whom 1 
Hononr: for Kis(Wit,,'tho'F. differ from his Opis 
nionJiwill allowane,: That vne of Mr. _ 
Geniis wou'd no-more have.the Thoughts of a 
Fop, a Beau, a Tinker, a Shepherd, or any 
other-ignorant:and weleveted Mechanic, in Love, 
than out of it :»fgar, Thoughts ſwyprizing, and 
glittering without: parcicular Inſtances of *:m, as 
they:prove: nothing, fo can they not be well an- 
ſwerd;, for online would have made us ap- 
prehend:what(ho- takes for ſuoprizing and glinter=" 
zg z:but: without that, or any: Definition, we 
_ warider in the Qark;:and'T can at beſt but ofhly 

gheſs-at his meaning; If by Thowhrs ſarpriziig, 

and .glietering _ he means extraordinary and -uncom- 
moe im apt to think: he will allow them very 
natural'to:Mr;-Cawlky.or Mr. Waller -in any. Cir- 
cumftance.  'Ai Man that is ug'd to a good Habit 
of- thinking; i cannot be. without: extraordinary 
Thoughts, on: what concerns-himiſo near as the 
| "Heart of his” Miftrefs. Laſtly, Asto. far-fercld 
\f  Symiles, tis an-Expreſſion vet y ob/tare and ambi- 
i. £hous; and I mult acknowledge my felf wholly 
i to.feek in.his Meaning, if a Swaile be jult, and 
8: hold: an exact Analogy to the'thing *tis applied 
1 to; and of the'thiog ?tis deſigned to heighten, I 
{ prefumne it-cannot .come into the Number of the 


| far-fetch'd, and when-ever the Gentleman will 
pleaſe to inſtance in Particulars in either Cowley 
| or 
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or Waller, os x rhe? fdlow' Th withthoſe 
that are full ulty, ever according, to 


Definition; let that be whit it wIl, (for-I Jie 


poſe it can't be much amiſs from i aceuratea 
Pen.) And till then I may ſuper ſte any prticy- 
lar Deferice in this: - Beſides; 2s fot tobe ſup- 
poſed, that the Verſes written by Lbvers af the 
Extempore Reſult of a ſadden- Obſt bf” Pa(Nor, 
like the Inſpirations of th: "Delphic Prophttefs;; 
for I'm confident hell agree with me that the 
Excuſe of Love will not free ' a { Poet, that Jets 
them paſs ſo from the Cenſure of Bedi 


"Ay Y 1 f 
vs uh 
" 


Un ſor en tcrivint, fait tout avec plaiſty -- 
PII na point en ſes vers Puntbarvas ae Choiſir.”' 
A Poctizing Lover, muſt be allow'@' not to be mY 
folutely out of bis Wits, and that *tis poſtiBfor 
him to ſtudy, atd confider 'What he ſays In {v 
ſolemn a Matmer to his Miſtreſs; 
After this bold Afſertion without Provf, he 
advances to examine which artin the right, "the 
Ancients or the Moderns ; the Rule of our Judg- 


- ment in this, A Toſfly makes the' End. e Pber 


aims at, viz. the' Love of bis 2145- 
ſtreſs, thol TN ſee gon, th ſhould faſp fe tht 
contrary to, of incbiſiſtetit with ' getting Farr 
and Aaniration, ſince Admiration is a certain 
Step to Love. When I read Mr. Dryden's Whrks; 


I cannot help Loving him. If I ſhonld not. 


love and reſpe& him and any other Pott that 
thinks well, ahd expreſſes his JON bts noÞbly, 


' 1 ſhould fin againſt my Reafon. trges his 


Fame and Reputation as a Moithe tor his Mi- 
ſtrefs's Love, and if that Lat move a Man of 
Senſe, why ſhould we think the Eft wowd 

P 4 R not 


. 
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 cenſorious World, may juſtly be ſuppos'd able to - 
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.not be the ſame on.a Woman of Senſe, and Ges, 
nerolity ? And indeed, in ©ry one. but an abſo- 
lute ;dull, infipid -Fogl, which no. Lover can 
{hink- his Miſtreſs. Is | 
.-, The End of Loye-Yerſes being the! gaining || 
the fair ones Heart, he proceeds to the beſt 
means of obtaining that End, viz. The convin- 
cing ber that you love her. I muſt deny this AG || 1 
ſertion too, for tho Love in the Severity of ]u- P. 
ſhice require Love; yet is that an Argument that 
ought not always to prevail, ſince 'tis a Plea that?s t] 
common to a great many, for fo the fair one 
ought to ſurrender to %m all; a Liberty no t 
Lover would willingly allow his Miſtriſs on any 
Conſideration whatever. But how often does 
Experience tell us, that this bef Way fails ? Or 
indeed, how ſeldom | does it hit? dAdwiration is 
the only juſt,and unqueſtioneable Parent of Love; 
for the Senſes or the Mind muſt be firſt won with 
ſome PerfeCtion, either real or imaginary. What- 
ever therefore can raviſh Fame. from the envious 


give Aamration to a Miſtreſs. Nor is this in- 
confiſtent with the rrae and lively Repreſentation of 
the Pains, and Thoughts attending the Paſſion of 
Love ; for ſure the Advantage of Art in Poems 
cannot deſtroy the End which is not to. be ob- 
tain*d in Painting without it, viz. a lively Repre- 
ſentation of Nature, Similes, fine Thoughts, and 
ſoining Points, if they be juſt, and good, muſt cer- 
fainly give a grenes Idea of any Pain, than a 
bare and unpolifhed Rhime, without Beauty or 
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Grace. This gives us a weak, a faint, an unmo- 
viwg View of the Pain; Thar ſets it cloſe to vs, 
| FRG __ © . © magnifies 


($07: 


magnifies and enlarges it : This gives it you a3 the 
reverſe end of a ProſpeCtive Glaſs does Objeas, 
Tha as the right end of it ; ſo- that it a Repre- 

ſentation of our Pain be the Path to Succeſs, Are 
_ will be no ll Help and guidein it ; unleſs well 
ſuppoſe that our Miſtreſs would be more ſenſibly 


touched with a Gr«bſtreer Ballad, than a Copy of *. 


Verſes by a Cowley or a Waller. But indeed, the 
Pain a Lover feels cannot be truely, and with 
Life repreſented without Simriles,as is evident from 
the very Nature of the Mind, when in | ain': For 
'tis an univerſal Meaſure of our Judgment of things 
to compare them with ſomething elſe ; and the 
Mind in expreſſing its Pains endeayours to make it 
known in its full Greatneſs: to give therefore the 
greaterimage of it,it generally ſeeks out ſomething 
by a Compariſon of which it hopes to obtain that 
End ; Compariſon. being the only Diſtintion of 
Degrees of things. This makes it narrowly 1n 
theſe Circumſtances, regard: and obſerve that 
Train of Ideas that continually paſs before it, 
to call out fuch'as are,moſt proper for its pur- 
poſe : For ':is evident, (as Mr. Zock remarks) t0 
any one that will but obſerve what paſſes in bis own 
Mind, that there is a Train of Ideas conſtantly ſuc- 
ceeding one another in bis Underſtanding , as long 
4 bes awake, An Aſſertion therefore of an In- 
genious Friend. of mine, to the Prejudice of the 
Moderns, againſt Similes- in the Expreſſion of 
the Paſſions of Love and Grief, is contrary 
to the very Nature of the Mind. For let- any 
Man endeavour to retain any particular - Idea 
firmly and without Alteration, he will find it 
not in his Power to do it apy conſiderable Fes 

ca 
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ſuch a neceſſary Succeſſion and Variation of {deas 
(the Origin of Similes)is there inthe human Mind; 
- But becauſe 'tis ſaid that *« che nature of Grief ty 
confine the Soul, ſtraiten the Imagination,and ext cm 
py the Number of its Objetts, 1 ſhall only oppoſe 
the Aſſertion of this Gentleman (whom I hare al- 
ways allow'd a Man of great Wit and Senſe) 
with an Obſervation of Mr. Le Clerk, {whom Pm 
ſure no Man that knows his Works, will deny 
to be one of the beſt Philoſophers of the Age) in 
the 6th, Chapter of his Ontologie, and the 4th. 
Paragraph, he has to this purpole—-** This be- 
«ing ſo, we obſerve that the time ſeems ſhort 
* to thoſe who ſpend it in Mirth, or any Em- 
* ployment they perform with Pleaſure and De- 
* fire; but on the contrary, Tedious and Irk-. 
© ſome to the Unfortunate, 'and thoſe that are 
* in Pain,or to thoſe that are againſt their Wills, 
* oblig?d to ſome troubleſome Buſineſs, For we 
* keep the Idea that is.Gratefull and Pleaſant 
*©ro us, as long withont Variation as we are 
* able, and thus by the viewing of-the fewer 
© ldeas, the time we ſpend in Pleafure and 
«* Content, ſeems the ſhorter ; Whilſt on: the 
* contrary, 'our Minds endeavour to drive away 
< a troubleſome Idea, 2nd ſtrive-1o ſubſtitute 
< ſome others in its room ; Turning, Winding; 
© Changing, Adding and Diminiſhing it, as the 
*© uneafie inquietade Prompts. ' Thus the time 
© ſeems longer than it wowd do! e&lfe, by thar 
«* vaſt and numerous Train of Ideds, which, 4 
** F may ſay, ſhew themſelves -e paſſat tro the 
* Mind, with an incredible Rapidity 2nd Switt- 
© neſs. From this juſt and rational Obſer "a 
0 
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of Mr. Le Clerk *cis evident, That Similes are 
not ſo unnatural in expreſſion of Grief or Pain, 
as ſome Ingenious Gentlemen contend : For the 
Mind (eſpecially that which is us'd to an Expreſ- 
ſjon of its ſelf in Allegory and Similes) will eaffly 
inthis Number of Ideas, meet with ſome that will 
anſwer the-End, the Mind is born to with' fo 
much Impatience and Deſire :- For 'tis here alſo 
evident, That Grief multiplies nor leſſens the 
Number of the Objes of the Mind. + 

From what has been ſaid *twill appear, That 
Samiles cannot .be an unnatural Exprefſion of this 


Paſſion, or any FEftefts of it. 1 ſhall therefore - 


proceed to thoſe few particular Inſtances the An- 
thor of the Preface gives, by which he draws a 
ſhort Parallel betwixt the Ancients and the Mo- 
derns. '1 ampleasd, ſays he, with Tibullus, wher: 
he ſays; be cowd live in a Deſart with his Miſtreſs, 
where never any Humane Foot-ſteps appear?d, becauſe 
I doubt not but be really thinks what be ſays : But f 
confeſs, I can hardly forbear Langbing, when Pe- 
trarch tells us he co#u'd live without any other Suſte-. 
najice than bis Miftreſſes Looks. T confeſs, I muſt 
en here diſſent from him too; for if you.go to' 
the Rigor or Severity of the Reaſon of both 
Expreſſions, they are equally impoſſible, and in 
Impoſlibilities as well as Infinites, there are no 
Degrees. For I can ſee no greater Probability 
of Living in a Defart where there were no Hu- 


mane Foot-ſteps, than on the Looks of a Miſtreſs * 


only ; unleſs like Nebuchaanezzar, he wou'd feed 
on ' the Leaves'of the . Trees, and Graſs of the 
Ground if there were any ; which is not very kind 
to hope his Miſtreſs wou'd comply with. But fop- 
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poling it impoſlible,: is there any Neceſlity. of a 

vers ſaying: nothing that: exceeds the Bounds 
of Poſſibility ? efpecially in Poetry , where: Hy- 
perbole?s are: juſtifiable almoſt to Extravagance. 
That certainly wou'd' be moſt unnatural of all,: 
for., the Thoughts of a Man really in Love, are 
naturally Extravagant ey n to Impoſlibilities ; tho 
poſſunt quia - poſſe videntur, The very Definition 
ofthis Paſſion in Ethics, ſhews it violent and ex- 
orbitant. But we may in favour, of Petrarch 
and 'Mr. Cowley, (who make. uſe of the ſame 
Thought) ſay. that they mean the Dyet of their 
Love, is a Look of their Miſtreſs; - - 

I mult confeſs, Pat extremely. ſurpriz?d to find 
your Ingenious Friend an Advocate for that which 
wou'd make all the Sir Courtlys Compoſitions : of 
the Nation, the.Standard of good Verſes; when 
he himſelf is really fo well qualify'd to write like: 
Cawley and Waller, and has by. his own Pradtice 
in thoſe Verſes that are Publiſh'd, better. confu-.. 
ted his Preface, than all I canpretend to (ay, 


To my Honoured and Ingenious Friend 
_ Mr. Harrington, for the Modern 
Poets againſt the Ancients. 


- " A'S the Juſtice and Generoſity of your Princi- 


- -Ple, the ſweet Agreeableneſs of your Hu- 


mor, the Vivacity of your Wit, and the ſtrength 
and force of your Judgment and Penetration, 
juſtly endear you to all your Acquaintance, ſo the 

| | quahſy 


(C.42E) | 
qualify you for aJudge of the preſent Contro- 
verſie betwixt' the Moderns and the Ancients, for 
the Prize of Glory in Learningand Poetry. Mon- 
ſienr Peraxlt (whom I have not! yet had the Op- 
portunity to Read) has given it to the Moderns, 
Rap to the Ancients : Mr. Rymer. has with a- 
-bundance of Indignation appear'd on Rapir?s ſide. 
.I cannot determine whether Mr. Perault has: been 
too! partial to his own Country-men, (an Error 
.on the rightlide) but Pm ſure Mr. Rymer has been 
.extremely injurious to his ; which has made me 
perhaps, too angry with him in my former Dif- 
courſes. But I aſſure my ſelf that you are too good 
| an Eygliſhman, to let Friendſhip to any Man, bribe 
you to condemn thoſe rovgh Effets of my Zeal - 
for the Engliſh Nation. I will be more jaſt 
than my Adverſary, | will yield'that Greece had 
Great Poets, notwithſtanding all thoſe monſtrous 
-Fanlts and Abſardities they abound with ; tho be 
will not atlow the Engliſh any Honour, becaute 
they have been guilty of Errors. Nay, Pllſay 
more, that: the Poetry of Greece was her moſt 
valnable, Learning , for that ſtill maintains its 
Share of Glory and Eſteem, whilſt her Philoſ9- 
phy -is now exploded by the Univerſal Reaſon of 
Mankind. Homer, Pindar, Sophocles and Ewrt- 
pides,, will, as long; as they are underſtood, - pre- 
{ſerve their CharaCters of Excellent, Poets, thothe 
Stagyrite with, all his Volumes, is now ſhruak 
from his Oſtentatious Title of the Philoſopher, . to 
that of a good Critic, or Grammarian. 

' Tho grant the Grecidns this, yet I cannot ſub- 
{cribe; to the reſt of the Hyperbolicalt raiſes ſome 
of. our Modern Critics give them. For I confeſs, 
} ; I 


[ 
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I can diſcover no ſuch Univerſal Genius in Homer, 
as they contend for, as that all Arts and Siences 
may be learnt from him :. Virgil ſeems to me, 


-more generally Learned by. far ; and Mr. Cowley 
.among our Engh/bPoets, may without Partiality, 


beput up for his Rival in the Glory of Learning. 
As for the Numbers of Homer, Rapin vaſtly extols 
their Variety, and yet confeſſes that to be the Pro- 
perty of the Greek Language, which makes it the 
eaſier Task for Homer to perform, and by conſe- 
quence, leſſens his Merit on that Account, But it 
cannot be deny*'d that Virgil has as much Variety 
inthis as the Roman Language wou'd allow ;z and 
as was neceſlary for the Beauty of his Poem ; and 
they are in his Deſcriptions eſpecially, ſo well 
choſen, that they extremely contribute to the I- 
mage of the thing deſcrib'd ; 'as 'Gemitus dedere 
Caverne: preruptus aque Alons,” The ſound of the 
firſt makes us as it were hear/the hollow noiſe 
the Spear of Lyacoon made in the Trojan Horſe'; 
the other Places in our View ſuch a watry Moun- 
tain. Among our Engliſh Poets, ' fione can 'com- 


-pare with Mr. Dryden for Numbers: His Deſcrip- 


tions 3re all very perfeCt in all things; but his 
Nambers contribute not a little to the force and 
life of the Repreſentation, for they carry ſome- 
thing in them diſtin from the Expreſſion and 
Thought ; as in his Deſcription of Nighr, What 
an Image of a profound Stillneſs' does this fol- 

lowimg Verſe ſet before oo t 
The Mountains ſeem. to Nod "their drouſit Heads | | 
F' have not room hor leiſnre at'this time to 


make a- thorough parallel betwixTt the Os 
| an 
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and the Moderns, and ſhall only curſorily ranover 
the Heads. I have touch*d the Univerſality of Ge- 
nius, and the variety of Numbers ( this laſt being © 
the Prerogative of the Language more than of 
the 'Poets.) Faudgment I think is apparently 
the due of the 24oderns, who Pm confident wou'd 
neer have been guilty of thoſe Abſurdities the 
Ancients abound with. They ſeem to have been 
Maſters of but little Reaſon, when they made 
their Gods fuch limited and criminal Beings. 
Homer often digreſſes' from the Here, that is the 
Subject of his Poem, to entertain us with other 
Objects too remote from Achilles. You may, Sir, 
ealtly perceive-that I preſs not ſo hard as L might 
on the Ancients; that t omit abundance of /mpropri- 
etics,and Abſardities,ridiculous even to Childiſhneſs, 
becauſe I wow'd not be thought to rob the Fathers 
of Poetry of their juſt Value and Eſteem ; tho 
Lconfeſs I am of Mr. St. Euremont's Opinion,that 
no Name can Privilege Nonſenſe or ill Conduct. 
- The Enemies of the Moderns will not deat fo 
Civilly with ther. They denythem to be Poets 
becauſe they have not ftriftly obſerved the Rules 
laid down by Ariſtotle, but by that, they diſcover 
themſelves eitherignorant or negligent of themoſt 
chief andimportant end of Poetry,that is,Pleaſure. 
Now, it cannot be deny?d but he is the beſt Poet 
who takes the ſureſt means to obtain the end 
he aims'at'; in which, regard muſt be had to the 
Humaur, Cuſtom,and Inclination of the Auditory 
bit @©Lk/lAudienec will never be pleasd with a 
dry, ]cjune and formal Method, that excludes Vari- 
ety asthe Religious obſervation of the Rules of 4r:- 
ſtartle does. And all thoſe that exclaim againſt the 
| | Liberty 
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ty ſome of our Engliſh Poets have taken,muſt grant 
that aYariety that contributes to the main Defign, 
cannot divide our Concern: And if ſo, ?tis cer- 
tainly an Excellence the Aſfoderns have gain'd above 
the Ancients. This wou'd appear plainer if I had 
room and time to inſtance in Particulars. The - 
Plays Mr. Dryden has bleſgd the Age with will 
prove this; which if compar'd ( as(I hereafter 
intend) witk thoſe of Sophocles and Euripides, ei- 
ther for the Plot, Thovght, or Expreſſion, will 
gain him the Poets Garland from thoſe two 
Hero's of Old Greece. 

The Plagiariſm objected to our Poets is com- 
mon to the Ancients too; for Yirgil took from 
Homer, Theocritus, and ev?a Ennius;, and weare 
allur*d Homer himſelf built upon ſome. Predeceſ- 
ſors: And tho? their thoughts may be ſomething _ 
a-kin; yet they alter their Dreſs, and in all o- 
ther things we are ſatisfied with the variety of - 
the outward viſible Form, tho? the intrinſic value 
be the ſame, as Mr. Congreve's Song has it, No- 
thing new beſides their Faces, Ory Woman is. the ſame, 
In all things as well as Women the meer Variety 
of Appearance, whets our Deſire and Curidſity. 


I am, | 
STR, 


Tour Humble Servant, 


Charles Gildon. 
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An T_ ay at a parellel "PRE Phaloſs. 
"phy, andthe Love of Women. 


T Ho'l conſe Herage has generally very. juſt 
A echenſiun of "Things, 5 can never. a- 


ree with him in bs. notions 0 8 Heppineſs- gk ke 
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| for tis ceftain,. that Hoppineſs, conſilts in Real, 
\ but there_can'be no Pleatwre,: without.a,Genr/e apd | 
agreeable Emotion of theBaflion of, Admiratign, 
the Groand of Lewe and. Foy, out of. which all. 
| Pirate composg. Ke an. inſtance of, this 
. ruth, AE be grahted , that as Uirtue.. is \the 
chief Beſs of Humane, appineſs;. *rwill never 
be embracd by any. Man, ily does not; age 
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and eſteem its Excellence. And in the ſame man- 
ner; the other farts of Philoſophy lead us to Plea- 


_ ſ##«, by Admiration. For- what pleaſure is 


there in Phyſics,. which proceed not from that a- 
greable Wonder given vs, by the ſtrange and fur- 
prizing Variety, / and ;force, we find in the 'Na- 
cure: of .corporeal Things? What Pleaſure does 
Metaphyſics afford, that is not built on our Efeem? 
(and Eſteem is the'Only (part of Adpiiration that 
cbntributes to Pleaſure, for there's a Pain attends 
deſpiſng; which-is the other Diviſton of it,) what 
Bieafure I ſay have we in this ſtudy, but what 
is built on our” Efteems of the valuable Certainty 
itfurniſhes us with in whatever it propoſes ? For 


there is nothing more ſare than Abſratt Ideas the 


ſubje& of Ontology or Metaphyſics, Again in Pneu- 
- matology, does not the Comemplation of the Pu- 
rer;,/and Saperior Beings, to the very Supream, 


-and firft.cauſe of all-chat Exiſts, fil onr Souls with - 


exceflive and amazing Delight and Wonder? 
Laſtly, what Pleaſure is there in Woman, that fot 
ſummaty of Mati's Happineſs, which derives not 


-Ks-folf from Admitatfon ? Admiriitian, there- 


fore is fo far from being an yon! to, that it js 


"the very | foundation" of our Happineſs, whether . 
' We-confider it inthe" Direion, or Ain and Erd 
. of. our Lyfe, that is'in Philoſophy or TUoman. 


Some Sir, may Perhaps think 'T have made a 
very” ſtrange niixture, in-joyning B5:/oſophy and 


- Woman; tho' I'm confident, '{o much Wit, 


Youtty; and- all thoſe other Accompliſhments 


of a fine'Gentleman; that render:you the darling 
"4 or” of 


0 ty wm A. 
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of both Sexes, will not let you think F haye de- | 
| ones Philoſophy in it, . which will appear- from a 
{hi ac 


ort parallel drawn betwixt them. 


% 


Philoſophy is either employed in the Confi- 
deration ot Bodys, as in Phyſics, of Beings in ge- 
neral, or Abſtratt Ideas, as in Metapbyſics or Ontc- 
logy; or of.. Pure and Immaterial Eſſences , as; the 


Souls, Angels, God, as in Pneumatolegy, or _lafily | 


of (Itrtue as in Echics. __ 


Firſ, the Buſineſs of Phyſics is extreamlyun- 
certain, for there the Mind is. employed about 
very Obſcure Ideas ; and though ſome of our Ex- 
periments, often preſent us with certain Effe&s, 
yet does it not always diſcover the abſolute cer- 
tainty -of the Cauſs,nor ſhall we ever be able tops- 


netrate into the inmoſi Nature,or all the qualitysof 


Matter, and till then we muſt be in the . dark, 
{| #5 to the true Gauſes 3 fo that Phy/ic's put. us up- 
on the chaſe of what we have very lictle proba- 
bility of obtaining. On ' the .other Hand, che 
Love of THoman is more certain in obtaining 
as well as more noble in its Ezd, wiz. a perf 

Enjoy ment of, and a cloſe Union with the Ok- 
x& deſir'd, the effe& of which, ends not with 
them, but is perpetuated by their Off-Spring,who 
ae a part of 'em, the admirable and certain Ef- 
ig a knowa Charming , 'and Generous 

ule- 


Q 0 | Second- 


- 
| > —— ——— - 
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po 
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» ear Ideas, whi 

vs in a ſenſible Poſſeffion of a Real, not Ideal "t 
' fraf# of all the Beautys and Perte&ions of every 
Being on this ſide of the Ecernal. The Contem: 


on Ns 4 fr of the Love of 


Him by his W.ndrius Works, of which. what cal 
ive a fairer Iawge of him, than THloman, «lf 


'of the Univeiſe? Which made St. Auſtin compare 


Crs) 


ie amuſes us with meer 4- 


' $tondly, Met 
he Love of TUoman, puts 


Phtion of whom, With the Created Spirits makes 
up Pneumatology *but we wander in too uncertain 


- a Path, in our gy apo of theſe latter, to 


arrive at ſatisfaRion ; for Fancy there dire&s our 


ſteps more, mw Fay ment buile ws Ripht Reg 
and Evidence. horeiers that part 


, which. gives us, by the. moſt prevailin 
y, the Senſes, a proof of the Exiſtence of Spi 


| Hes. i not diſtin& from, yet of a purer Make, 


than even the refin'd Body of Woman ; for what 


"Lbver is there that 'does nor feel, perfeRily feel 


"forme unſeen Spitits darted from the bright Eyes off 


the fair one Fe adores, which have a ſenſible in- 
flience on him, tho' he touch her not ; and thek 
are Spirits that chear, not ſhock our Natures, a 
thoſe other Fantoms do. | 


Then for the Contem whplagon of the SUPreitt 
Being, the beſt Philoſophers form an Idea 


moſt Beantiful, Good, and 'Compatii jonate being 


God to a fine Woman viewing her ownPerfeCtion 


in a Glaſs. *Tis true that the Adinirable Order 
- id Occonomy of the Corleſtial Bodys,their Glory 


an 
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- (vp). by 


"a6 Light diſcover >arent Foot ſte ; of iths 
tan _=_ A 


: theſe ſhew us a powerful apd a 


- wile Beige, but nothing has a ſhate of his beſt attri- 
bute © 
"an, his own Image, Beſides, the Confiderati- 


oodneb, but the beſt part of Man, Wp- 


on: of the Univerſe is as I may fay a voluminous 
Introdu&ion to the Contemplation of that ging : 
we ate forc'd there to run through -objeds diſtind, 
and various in their Forms and Beauty, as well as 


vaſtly diſtant in their fituation, which all contri- 


butes to'the Confuſion and ImperfeRior of the 


- Image they preſent of the Power and W:{dom of 


God; and the Adminiſtration of Humane Afﬀairg 
15 a too tedious, as well as a too Controverted ar- 
gument of his Goodneſs. But TUHoman gives 
us at- once, a Beautiful and more Compendiaus 
proſpe& of his Power, Wiſdom and Goodweſs ; for 


.a$ Pliny ſays, never are the works of Nature fo 
- "admirable as in ſmall things, and Woman is the 


Minaure draught of all his Attributes that are 


Communicable to his Creatures; for in one 
Woman we may read the legible Charatters. 


of an Almighty Hand. From whom alſo had I 
time and room, I cou'd draw the knowledge of 
the Moral Attributes of the firſt Cauſe. 


Laſtly, Ethics teach us the Rules and Preſcripts 


of Virtue, wn ou usfrom thoſe Inquietudes, the 


Criminal and} Vicious Experience : but this . is on- 
ly ſubſervient to, and prepares us for the efjoy- 
ment of (Uloman,in a more perfe& Degree; tor 
4:eontraGs and calls home all our Waxdring "_ 
an 


= 
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and our looſe Defires, and direfts them all -to one 


"ObjeR, which like the Sun-beams contraaed in- 


to a burning Glaſs, muſt be of far greater Force, - 


and by -conſequence, give a greater ahd more 
exalted Reliſh of Delight, than when ſcatter'd 
" and diflipared, . TIES | 


Ethics only informs the Mind with a bare 
knowledge of Vertue , without | having power 
to influence us to the embracing of it, for there 
are a great many that with Medea in Ovid may 


| Video meliord" prohog; | 
Deteriora ſequor ——— 


but Woman can effs& what Philoſophy is impo- | 
tent in; for whilſt chat propoſes the meer unge- 
tive Theory, the Love of Woman reduces - it - 


to Practice, for when that is neceſſary to pleafe 
'-her a Man loves, all the Facultys of the Soul u- 
nite to effe& the noble Work. .* 


'Tis methinks ſuch an Arraignment of the fr /# 


Cauſe to run 'down that Sex, which Heaven has 
made choice of to impart toſo large a ſhare, in gi- 
ving Immortality to Humane Race by the propa- 
gation of our kind, that they deſerve not to taſte 


that Pleaſure that is Join'd to fo mighty a © work. . 
The greateſt Pleaſure in the noble® AF, with the di- + 


wvinineſt of Creatures {oman. 


But 
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Not 
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But whether Phjloſopby or Woman have the right 


| Noble. and agreeable Pleaſure, without-one or both; 
Not which we can never be truly happy. But yet 
by the Nil admirari of Horace, they are thrown 

ide; for the cutting off Admiration, deprives us 
Yof all Pleaſure in either, that in both being built 
on Admiration. And indeed, this paſſage ſeems 


to aim at a Stwpid, and Pyrrbonjan Indifference, or ' 


j Indifturbance and-Inſenfibility, which can no more 
be artiv*d at, than *tis to be defir'.. 


itmay be,is only againſt that variable and waver- 
Jing Admiration , that :is the” Mother of Tei 
Thouſand traiclefs Inquiet:des and Troubles, 'by 
» Yeenerating too numerous, a Progeny of reſtle 
Deſites for ev'ry object that preſents it ſelf, This 
Iconfeſs is ſo far an Enerny to! Happineſs, as *eis 
to Conſtancy and Reſolution its  ſafe-guard, and 
which are fo eminently 'conſpicuous in you- 
op: W 4 105 <3 £08 


of Precedence, *tis certain they both afford us a. 


"*Biit perhaps T miſtake the ſenſe. of Horace, whs | 


\/ 


” 
. - 
. =_ 0 4 , 


" Q 
% i > "eo of. , "=. 
+ A 7 ” 
” ® 2 p " 
| - " 
% 
. TEN þ 
_ - 4 - 
3 ” b  y . . x 
” ”* nw % —-* " 5 \% » 
PP . 


MT GR Pe WV 
2D EE A A De mmm wk 


4 


Bs ry \ nal 
thus, ISA fr. - bis Þ- ET 


Dor: read, 

_ Ae p. 41, b 

I's r; pulſes. p) 431.1, F aver. 1. 3. add Frahl or 

| pou: Þ. 44}, Fott. Tis, tec: L'1. p. 45- 1. 10... 
45. 1.19, Pywes./p. 47. 1.2. 5, nk. p. 504 118. addith 

P. 542.1. 6, 7. containing, p. $5 x7: dels Us p-68lo 

formally. p? 5@1.3.'r, an; p84. r. Reputation. ps f 

TC4n. pt Þg-r. f ſ& p. 197; 1. &r. Floyd. P. 954 

TR kg. HIS 


En oi 


9, UL 


